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BOOK II. 

The Hiftory of France from the Death of 
Charlemagne, AD- 814. to the Accef- 
fionof Hugh Capet, A.D. 987. 



CHAP. L 
The Hiftory of France, Civil and Military* 
from A. D. 8 14, to A. D. 987. 

SECT. I. 

Under L&W1S L tht Mild, fr*m A.D. 8x4, t$ 

A. JX 84Q. 

CIARLEMAGNE had fubdued, and added a. d. $141 
to the dominions of France which he re- %m0m * m £ 
ceived from his father, Aquitain and Gafcony, SSJJLJf 
the northern provinces of Spain, to the river. 
Ebro, all Italy excepting Calabria, and the re* 
rounder of Germany to the Danube and the Vif- 
tula. Scotland, juft emerging from the fabu-> 
vol. 11.* * Jons 



* HISTORY. OF FRANCl Book It 

*J*^* lous period of its fiiftory, was allied td him* 

Egbert, trained in the court of Charlemagne, 

, had not yet Succeeded in deftroying the Hep* 

tarchy, and in uniting all England in one 

powerful monarchy, ^aron, king of Perfia* 

and of all the eaftern nations oh this fide India, 

• courted the friendfhip of the French emperor, 

fen t' him curious and* coftly pre fonts, a ad con* 

ferrddem hirtt fuch place* in the Holy -Land as 

his fubjefts were accuftomed and defirous to 

vifit, And notwithftanding the jealoufy of his 

power in Italy and on the Danube, and adif- 

pofition to refefrt his affumprion of the Imperial 

. title, the court of Conftantinople fhewed him the 

- fnoft re fpe&ful attention, and' maintained with 
him a frequent and flattering intercourse \ 

This vaft empire, compofed of fuch different 

and difcordant tribes and nations, cohered with 

difficulty, under the unceafing vigilance, the in* 

defatigable exertions, and atoful authority of this 

« great man.; and fuch was the habit of fubmiffipn 

which he had imprefled oa it* that even his 

death occasioned no difruption nor commotion. 

Lewis, his only furviving fon, was cordially 

^welcomed by the ftates to the government, of ' 

his dominions. The refpe^t and veneratioa to 

. ,. . '-whicij his father was accuftomed, from bis &b- 

J£<fb, his minifters, and allies, feemed for a while 

transferred to hims but it was. not long, before 

- a difference of genius and temper was per- 
. ceived. Relaxation of authority, and weaknels 

of government, appeared firft in the difcohtents 

' "Eginhart ia Vit. Caroli Magiy. 
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of his owh family, fpread in the infurre&ioni of *'"P ; ^»* 
Mis fiibje&s over the empire, reached the moft /- •" -* 
dfftatft foreign allies, encouraged the invafion 
of the Saracens and Normans, and produced a 
divifion and Recline df empire, which we are 
now to trace, through a long ferics of years, to 
the cxtin&ion of the Carlovingian race. 

Lewis, from his early and uniform habits de- 3?J*? ,r 
nominated the Pious, and from his natural tem- 
per juftly denominated the Mild, was about 
thirty-fi* years of age at the period of his ac- 
ceffion; He was of a middle ftature, had large 
bright eyes, a fair countenance, limbs rather 
'long and (lender, broad fhoulders, and a manly 
voice. The Latin tongue was familiar to him, 
and he underftood the Greek: but he became 
averfc from the claflics in both thefe languages, 
and from all heathen authors, as inconfiftent 
with his ^prdfeffion, and love of Chriftianity. 
His temper was peculiarly foft, and liable to the 
influence and artifices of defigning men. Al- 
moft incapable of anger, he was prone to pity* 
Hardly any injury, however aggravated, was 
denied his forgivenefs. His piety, though dif- 
figured by extreme fanaticifm, was uncere. 
Every day, on entering the church to public 
prayers, he bowed his head to the very pave- 
ment. His devotions were pro t rafted to a 
great length, during which he was often bathed 
in tears. His morals were conViftently pure and 
correct. Temperate in all his appetites and 
moderate in all his paffions, he was profufe in 
his charities, and anxious that jufticc fhould be 
duly adminif^ered in every department of the 
b a empire. 
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**. p.**!* empire. He was ^cither carekfs, rnor 4MUch 
' concerned About his drofs \ in this refpcift he 
^accommodated, on public occafiotis, eo tfhe 
<cuftom of his fathers, His voice was never 
rheard in laughter ; nor even fthen buffoons and 
iflrimics convulfed the people in his prefence 
with their theatrical eritertaidmcntSt wa$ he ever 
obferved to fmile *. 

He^ religioufly obferveel, and carefully ^exe- 
cuted, his father's lift !wfllfj diftributing to his 
lifters, to domeftic fervants, and to others, as 
prefcribed, their feveral portions* He received 
with due (attention, and with becoming ftate, 
the foreign ambaffadors who came tb congratu- 
late him on his acceffion. He prefided in the 
general affembly of the dates and clergy, which 
-was foon after convened for the various pur- 
rpofes of civil and ccclcfiaftical igovernment. 
He enjoined the counts of the :provin<ies, and 
dther fuboi*dina;e officers, to repair pcifonally 
to their refpe&ive ftations; to fupcrintend 
ftriftly the order and government of the people 
. under their charge ; and, by the due adminiftra- 
tion of both juftice and mercy, to conciliate 
and fecure the allegiance and favour of all ranks 
- of men. By thefe and fimilar afts 4ie fhowed that 
he wanted not a good difpofition to will* but that 
more was neceffary to promote and fecure the 
good order and profpericy of the empire % 

•TheganiOpusde GeftisLudov. PH, 19* 
3 JEginhart ,in ^ Vit. Car. Magni. Thegan. 8. A&a 
Concilt Harduini, vol. iy. edit. 1714. 
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Oa the Sworn aodFrifon* whom his father *»•■* at* 
had fi&dued, and whofe infurreftioQs he had J^J^nST* 
puni&tdiwich fo much rigour, a trial of mild adminiftra* 
adminiftm&W, though generally difapproved by * on * . 
hia mtn'ifta*, faccceded to his wiflb, and highly 
gfaaficdhim* He was die more gratified that 
he oa? catcrtaincd -the profpeA of rendering ' 
theft people, formerly fo averfc from Chrifti- 
aaitp, the inftnimcate of propagating it in the 
motif northern regions of Europe* 

la a conteft betwixt the family of Godefroi state or 
and. BerioM for the crown of Denmark, the DenmtrlL 
latter being defeated* and expeHed from the 
kingdom, represented his condition with fo 
much addrefs to the emperor, fubmitting him- 
fclf. as * vaflal of the empire, and promifing to . 
introduce the gofpcl into his native country, 
that he prevailed with him to efpoufe his caufe 
With steal, and to engage in a war for the reco- 
very to him of that kingdom* 

The Saxons and Faifons were the tribes Saxons,*c 
neareft to that country, and the mod conveni- 
ent infeveral refpc&s for being employed in 
that eotcrprtfe. It was of importance early to 
oppofc them to the fons of Godefroi, left that 
political and powerful family fliould find means 
to feduce them from their allegiance, and to v 
turn their arms, not merely againft Heriold, 
but againft the empire \ and on the other hand, 
if they could be perfuaded heartily to fupport 
Heriold, and to reftore him to the throne of 
Pcnmark, they were likely to become not only > 
more attached to the power in whole fervice 
a 3 » they 
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f^ ***** ' the jT had p>ofpered, but would be the mearu^f 
^ L - J removing from thehifelves ja dangerous enemy* 
and a ftrong temptation to* rebellion. The' pri- 
vileges of which Charlemajajhe had bereaved 
them, as a punilhmcnt for their frequent infur- 
reckons, and particularly the right of fucceffion 
to the property and honours of their fethers*-a 
right fo interefting and defirable to human na- 
ture—Lewis reftored to them, on condition that 
they took up arms, and marched with Hcriold 
' to recover his dominions. They accepted thefc 
terms with gratitude ; they executed the coA- 
" ' miffion with whkh they were entrufted with 
fidelity; and though they were not ultimately^ 
fuccefsfal, yet they were kept occupied, and' 
prefervedi for fome time, from violating, as 
otherwife th?y might have done in that quarV 
• < ^ ter, the peace of the empire, 

July. The fame mildnefs of temper produced diA 

ferent confequences in Italy. The Adrian fac* 
tion, which had with violence oppofed and re- 
ferred the ele&ron.of Leo to the papal chair, 
and which* the authority of Charlemagne had re- 
ftrained from ' farther outrage, now indulged 
freely that defire of vengeance which was merely 
fufptnded, and ' confpircd againft the life of the 
4 .pope. Leo, who fbrefaw his danger, neither, 
trufted to* the promptitude of the emperors 
exertions to defend them, nor feared his dif- 
pleafiire on account of the itteafures which he 
refplved to employ in his own deftnee. He ap- 
prehended the confpirators, and put them all to 
death : regarding, on this occafion, the Roman 
law, which authorifed this feverity, more thaa 
r ": v ' ' ' ' " • imperial 
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imperial decrees and diftant authority. Lewis a, D - •»# 
was fenfible of thip violation of duty to him, ~* 

and comrpiflioncd his nephew Bernard, king of 
Italy, to march to Rome, and on the fpot to 
examine parties, and report to him. But the 
policy of. the old pope cafily gained the young 
prince. His report of the cafe was favourable ; 
and, as Leo hoped, the emperor was paci- 
fied^. 
'- # . 

It had been cuftomary for the pope- e led to 
fignify his election to the emperor, and to wait 
his approbation before he formally feated him* 
felf in the papal chair* This now began' to % he 
deemed unworthy of the pope ; and the prefent 
^:ate of the empire was thought favourable . for 
attempting an innovation. On the death of 
Leo, which bappcrfed a few months after Ber- 
nard's return from executing his Commiffion of 
enquiry, Stephen IV. was elected in his* room ; 
and confident of the goodnefs of Lewis, ven- 
tured to take full and abfolute poffeffion of his 
office without the ufual acknowledgment of the 
emperor. He fent a legate, indeed, after- 
wards, to apologife for his conduct, as requifite 
in the prclent circumftances s and to prevent 
farther enquiry, to remove prejudice and to 
jeftablifh the precedent, by ufing the moft likely 
means to make it be overlooked, he flattered 
Lewis by propofing a vifit to Kim, to anoint and 
K> co nfc crate him emperor. 

♦ Vit. & A<3. Lud. Pii, A. D. 815, 

14 'the 
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a. a it*. The apology was. received,* and the vifit was 

The^"' ttt0 ^ cordially accepted* Orders were given 

atJUdms, for welcoming his holinds with every demon** 

ftration of joy. Bernard, with a fuitable retinue* 

was appointed to attend him in his journey 

through Italy; forae ecdefiaftics of the higftefl: 

order were fent to meet him on the. confines of 

France j and Lewis himfelf waitcd\fbr him on 

the great plain of Rheims. Both alighted- from 

horfeback, and the emperor of France bowed 

to the ground three times folemnly before the 

Roman prieft. On riling the third time, he 

. faluted him,, faying, u Bleffed be my lord* wRo 

' * cometh in the name of the Lord V 

Thence he condu&edthe reverend ftrangcr* 
leading him by the hand, into the church. Re- 
ligious fervice was performed; and the pop* 
pronounced an adulatory oration on the empe* 
ror. The two followirig days were fpent in fef- 
' tivity, and in giving and receiving rkhr and 

magnificent prefents ; and next day being the 
fabbath, during the celebration of mafs, Lewis 
ceRficratM was folemnly anointed, and crowned emperor % 
ww. *"" ^is con ^ >rc Hermengarde being at the fame time 
confecrated and crowned. All which being 
done, the hiftorian fignificantly adds, the holy 
apoftte, having obtained all that he wanted, re- 
turned to Romfe 5 . , 

Stephen died a few months after his return. 
Pafchal, who was chofen his fucccflbr, in like 

s Thegax&i Opus, c. 16, 17. Vit. & Aa. Lud. Pii, 846, 

manner 
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drainer ttegfe&td the emperor,, and only faic a ah>. a»* 
ipeckd ambaflador afterwards, to notify to him ^^JJ^^^ 
both his deftion and ioftalment. ■ Lewis wafrnegkaof 
highly: imaenfed, and threatened Rome witfi aa ^ em * e * 
army : but his heart mifgarc him, when he af- 
fociated! that cky with religion ; and on receiv- 
ing fbmc apology, he was again pacified *• 

Such indulgence could not fail to encourage 
ihfblence ; and now Rome herfclf began to (hew 
an impatience under the yoke of France. It 
had been cuftomary to fend French commit* 
Boners to enquire into the conduit of the Ro- 
man government, to fecure the adminiftration 
of juffiice, and to fee that no meafures were 
taken ia any refpeft prejudicial to the imperial 
iitttreft and authority. Thefe officers, 'on ac- 
count of their fidelity, were now expofed to 
perfbnal danger. The Romany tore out the 
eyes of two of them, and afterwards beheaded 
them* On fpeckl examination, by appoint* 
snent -of the emperor, the Roman people ac« 
cufed the pope as the' author of that cruelty. 
The pope vindicated his innocence by the oath* 
of thirty- four bilhops and prefbyters and of five 
deacons, and Lewis was fatisfied % 

While the late emperor had more than one Headbci- . 
fon, he never publicly declared which of them JhSr^with 
was to fucceed to the imperial crown ; nor did him. 
he propofc to afibciatc Lewis .with himfcif in the 

6 Vk. St AA Lud. Hi, 81 7* Pafq. Recherches, 1. ii{. 
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"Upus, c 30* 

throne, 



f w. c. c. 
7 Theg;iaiOpus, c. 30. 
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4»g* *'*• throne, till after the death of his other fens, and 
^ "*'" "^ till the infirmities of age had warned him of his 
approachirigdiffolution. But the prcfent empe* 
ror, while he had three fons alive, befides his 
nephew Bernard king of Italy and represent- 
ative of Pepin, Charlemagne's eldeft fon, af- 
fitmed JLothaire; the oldeft of his family, as his 
aflbciatc in the government of the empire; 
Inade Pepin, his fecond fon, king of Aqurtain ; 
and Lewis, his third fon 9 king of Bavaria. Alt 
the three were t folemnly crowned. Lothaire 
was afterwards confecrated by the pope ,at 
Rome: but the two younger brothers were 
made dependent oa him. They were required 
to wait on him once a year, as a token of their 
Subordination, and in order at the fame: time 
to treat pf their common intereft in the empire. 
They w^re not to engage in war, receive fon 
reign ambaffadors, nor even to marry, without 
his confent and advice. If any of them died, 
his kingdom was not to be hroken, and divided 
among his furviving fons j but, according to the 
defli nation of the deceafed father, and with the 
,' confent and approbation of the people, was to 
be conveyed entire to one of them. This was 
nearly the prefent ftate of Bernard : he was no-* 
minal king of Italy, and (ubordi.nate to the em- 
peror, : ■. s 

Bmw**f They do not appear to have ferioufly ohjefied 
lui>> to their fubOrdination ; but Bernard, as the lit- 
neal defcendant of an elder branch of Charle- 
magne's family,, as refident "king in Italy, the 
ancient feat of empire, and above all en*er* 
tailing no longer any high veneration for the 

wifdon* 
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vfifdom and authority of the emperor, yielded a«p u*^ 
to the perfuafion and influence of thofc male- ^ "V^ 1 -*' 
contents, who were, become numerous in' Italy. 
He would riot arraign the deld of the late em- 
peror, by \yhich his uncle Lewis Was preferred 
to his father Pepin and to himfelf ; but he 
claimed the fucceflion next after his uncle's de- 
ceale, protefted againft the afibciation of Lo- 
thaire, and refuted to do homage any longer for 
his kingdom. The ftare of his temper was ob- . 
ftrvedj every murmur that e leaped from him 
was caught and communicated ; and no fuitabie 
means were left unemployed to inflame his 
quod. He was himfelf fanguine. He liftened 
with too much eagernefs to thofe around him, 
and believed that his adherents were more nu- 
merous thaq they proved to be, both in France 
and Italy. v 

Bernard wa$ but nineteen years of age, hand-* and the «. 
fome, brave, and beloved by hisfubjefts.. His * U ,J # ' Jly 
pwn ambition and inexperience, and their ?eal 
to ferve him, precipitated him into immature 
projects, and finally into open ads pf rebellion* 
Having routed the Italians, and colle&cd an 
army, he marched, .and took pofleffion of *the 
principal paffes of the Alps. Lewis wanted not 
keehnefc of temper to decide on the meafures * 
which he ought to purfue j but he wanted that 
energy and perfeverance which were neceflfary 
to execute them. His German troops were 
well-difciplined. A great army, which he foori 
affembled from both France and Germany, 
.was ftiU animated with fome what of the fpirit 
pf Charlemagne, and with a fenfe of duty^ 

wherea* 
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A»pi 8» 7 , whereas the rebels were diffiefcneof their <raufo, 
v %L ^and foon became no left 'diffident of their 
ftftngth and fuccefs. They defci*cd< in- ftoh 
numbers, that their leaders judged it mofr pru* 
dent and fafe for him, without delays ca throw 
Wmfeifat the feet of the emperor. Bis princj* 
pai adherents were apprehended} and in an af- 
fembly held for the purpofe of trying thorn, he 
and they were condemned to die. Lewis* 
thinking it an alleviation, prevailed with the 
court to commute their fencence, to fpare their 
lives, and to put out their eyes. The foame 
a*id.paifl> to a princ< of high fpirit and extreme 
fenfibility, were intolerable. Three days after, 
Bernard was found dead \ 



are ccn- 
demncd t« 

4tc. 



Bernard 

dies. 

A. D. Si8. 

Other m- 
furrc&oas, 



The commencement of the war in Italy 
feemed to the frontier ftates of Germany, who 
had never yet firmly coalefced with the em- 
pire, the fignai of a general revolt. They (till 
panted for liberty and independence; and they 
hoped^ while the ftorm of war was gathering at 
a diftance from them, to withdraw from a re- 
laxed government unobftryed, and with impu~ 
j*ky; Thf fuc cefsful and fudden termination of 
that war disappointed their hope, and expofed 
them to the indignation of troops confirmed \n 
their fenfe of duty by their recent victory. 



a ti«Mt*t Livduit, however*, the duke of Lower Fan- 

retwUton. fjonja, was too diftaint, powerful, and obftinate 

te be fo eafily fubdued. Even though he fliould 

• f< Mortis a^erbitatem fibi cpnfcurerunt." Vit. Lad. 
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-feU bi ttflfefing the liberty of bis country, lie *»-**«*«; 
thbogftt it honourable to attempt :itj and mot L ^-"^ 
fo&efy chat of Pannonta, but of the neigh- 
bearing ftates, whom he endeavoured to iofpire 
with the fame ambition of independence. His 
mind was a&ive* his plans were judicious ; and 
lie 'executed diem with promptitude and cfcu- 
Mge. He knew that, over all the neighbouring 
legions, the fpmt of liberty (fbpproffed during 
the preceding reign, but not altogether ?extn>- 
gtfifhed) was eafily kindled. and again inflamed 
to war* 

The genius and influence of this leader w*fle 

ittdt unknown to government. They iwere 

•efcrly apprifed of his deftgrt. They oppofed to 

him an Italian army, under Che duke of Frivoli, 

without fuccefs : the country was ravaged ; but 

!the enemy was not intimidated* "Negotiations 

*were next tried* Elated with fti* profyerity, 

Livduit prefumed to prefcribe to the emperor , 

the terms of peace. Being rejected, he defeated 

Borna, who was fentagainft him witha numerous 

army, on the Calpc, which flows into the Save. v 

Thrice he routed 'the imperial armies. He 

fiiftained a war againft the whole force of the 

empire for five years, but was at laft forced to 

flee, almoft deforced by his conquered and dlf- 

mayed troops. His offer of fubmiflion, and 

-finally his death, put an end to the war*. 

Thefe more diftant rebellions and wars, how- pontic 
ever protraftcd and bloody, ttere fwrccly to be <difc * 4 ** 

* Aqnal. Egtalttrt* Vit.fcAa.Ludov.Pii, 

dreaded; 
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jud: ti$. dreaded; in cdmparifon. with, the domeftic dif* 

k%Sfrn i" ■-". cords and hoftilities which fomc time after fe** 

verely tried; arid piteoufly expofed, the mind df 

the emperor, and the weaknefs of the govern* 

ifcent. 

♦ •-.•' \ 

**rit *** ® n * e ***** °^ Hcrmengarde, A. D, 819, 
* * Lewis married Judith, daughter of Gtfelph duke 
of Bavaria, a woman of fpirit arid capacity, but 
, extremely fclfifh, and regardlefs of the public 
welfirte and peace. She foon obferved the 
weaknefs of herhulband, and obtained, in poli- 
tics, the entire direction of his mind. She knew 
that the etapire was already deftifted to. Lo- 
P » thaire ; yet (he no fooner bare a fon, who wa$ 
* 3 ' named Charles* than (he became felicitous tp 
fecurtf to hitji alfo a fliare of the empire* 

The liifcks of the kingdoms of Bavaria am! 
. Aquitain, forte time before conferred on Lewis 
; and Pepin, having been diftih&ly marked, and 

abfolutely difpofed of, could j\ot now with fafcty 
/be altered ; nor were they extenfiye enough to 
.bear any diminution* Befidcs^ it was not mere 

territory which (he wanted * for her fon: fhe 

♦ aimed to obtain for him the imperial title, and a 
. fhare of imperial authority. The more (he 

appeared ambitious and urgent, the more jea- 
;iQjjs t the young princes became of her influence 
with . their father, and of her defigns on the 
empire. 

ojijns L*- . J*or fome. time the emperor mediated between 

*•"** them : but fhe, grew impatient, and trufted that 

(he fliould prevail by- her power of perfaafion 

* . : i> and 
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. ttnd her flciHin artifice. She requefted Lothairt, * ; kj»»; 
the afibciated emperor, to take her fon under * v ~^ l,p 
his patronage. She allured him that it was the 
, :;-t<^5ht of Jjer amhirion .to*unitc her own for- - 

' -tune and that of her fon with his; that thus 
linked, and fupportcd as they would be by Her 
friends both in France and Germany, no party 

A in ti\e empire, nor power on earthy {hould be 
able to diftrefs them ; not even though the two 
/kings of Aquitain and Bavaria (hould combine 
their forces againft him, as he had reafon one 
day to expert, fhould he in this cafe have" 
reafon to fear ; and finally, that it was his duty 9 
Who had held Charles over the baptifmal font, 
now to proteft him, and, as a father, to pro- 
vide for him. , 

fey thefe, or it might be by more felfiflr and 
fubftantial con fide rations, Lothaire was gained. 
He agrted to the difmemberment of the empire 
in favour of her fon ; he confented to be his 
tutor, and as fuch bound himfelf, in concert 
with the emperor his father, €C to fupport and 
f * defend him againft all enemies and injury, 
«« and to maintain to. him inviolate whatever 
" portion of the empire Ihould be allotted 
■•« him**." 

He had no fooner. taken this oath, and begun who r*. 
to deliberate,^ than he repented; for he now ob- pcm *" 
fcrved that the terms were too general, and left 
it entirely to his father to break and fubdivlde, 
as he choic,. his portion of the empire. He re- 

*" NUhardi Hift. lib.i..A.D. 829. .-..." 
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" iPfoft** defied 6n (hearts by whteh hetadtadn per- 

* lr 4 ~ ifiudcd fo to abandon his own intereft,; :and ,W 

ttried in vain to difkmble his chagrin. The male 

-contents and reftWscfpirits, of whom the le is at- . 

"ways a ifufficient number about fuch a court* 

TgtadJy law and inflated his refentment. His 

\per fonal and family friends fytnpathifgd ( in his 

xtnbarra&ment, and fecrctly confpircd with him 

, <w devife means of relief from the injurious 

tobligation— -injurious not merely to him, but CD 

ttfre empire, and to aliwho favoured it£>pr6fperity; 

They carefully imprefled on his. mind the weak- 

.uefs and dangerous ficklcnefs of the prcfent ad- 

dniniftnuion, and the indignity as well as in- 

juftice which he fhould fuffer, were the public 

fettlement folemnly made in his favour in the 

year eight hundred and feventecn now to be 

violated. 

Wnkneft At the lame time, ,no means were <negle&cd 
^f em * which appeared calculated to difturb and difoiqj 
* ' • the xonperor. The diforders of church and fiate 
were defcribed to him with every circumftance 
f>f aggravation. The ordinary* but remarkable 
phenomena of nature, as ftorms, thunder, au- 
jrora bonesUis, and eclipfes, were represented as 
awful prodigies, and certain indications of Di- 
vine judgment. The emperor, clergy, rulers, 
and judges, were all declared equally diforderly 
and criminal 3 but the emperor, as, the repre- 
sentative and head of all the reft, was peculiarly 
culpable and guilty. Thefe things, it was' fore- 
men, addrefied to a well-meaning but wc^k 
prince, to a tender but fuperftitious confeience, 
*crc likely to make the impreffion, and to pro- 
duce 
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duce the effe&s which were intended. He 
hbmbled himfelf publicly in the aflembly of At- 
tignyi acknowledged his guilt, and fubmitted to 
cenfure. He fummoncd at Mentz, Paris, Ly- 
ons, and Thouloufe, four different councils, 
not merely for the regulation of the church and 
date, but to advife him with refpeft to the re- 
formation which ought to be made in his own 
perfon and family "• 

This conduit, which above all things expofed 
his weakness and diminished his authority, was 
the very thing which his enemies defired. They 
now hoped to deprive him altogether of the im- ' 
perial power, and, in the mean time, to banifh 
from his councils and perfon the emprefs herfdf, 
and fuch minifters as were attached to her inte- 
refts and thofe of herfon. 

The emprefs had fucceeded in perfuading the Newpartt- 
tmpcror to form a new divifion of that part of £25 of 
his dominions which was affigned to Lothaire ; CtarI «« 
and now, in an aflembly at Worms, and in the 
prefence of that prince and his brother Lewis, 
he allotted to Charles Allemania, Rhetia, and a 
part of Burgundy* This aft, though done with 
the apparent confernt of the two princes who 
were prcfent, yet was witneflcd by them, and 
the account of it was received by their abfent 
brother Pepin with indignation. Confidering 
themfejves alike expofed to the effc&s of the 
queen's infatiable ambition, and liable, one after 
another, to be denuded of all their territories 

11 Vita Valac Abbatis. A&a Conciliorum. 
vol, ix. c and 
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a. d. ti 9 . and honours, they refolved to unite in one 
^"T^ - ^ fcheme of attack againft the oppofitc party, and 
to difpoffefs the emperor himfelfof that govern- 
ment which he was fo incapable of admini- 
stering '\ 

CItfl w*£ The emperor, and efpecially the emprefs, faw 
the gathering ftorm, and fought fuch ffielter as 
' feemed neceffary for their fecurity. But they 
were not more fortunate in tfie choice of their 
meafures, than they had been in the circum- 
ftanccS which led to them. Bernard duke of 
Languedoc was, made chamberlain, and confi- 
dential < minifter. He was a man of fupcrior 
addrefs, courage, experience in military ope- 
rations, and {kill in civil adminiftration. The 
nature of his office, however, as chamberlain, 
and the lharc which thfc queen now aflumed in 
the management of the (late, required him to 
be often with her in private, and laid a founda- 
tion for the report, which their enemies induftri-* 
oufly fpread, of their criminal commerce. 

A. D. 830. The nobles, the people, and the clergy were 
varioufly afftfted with thefe reports ; the em- 
, pire was agitated by the oppofite fadtions, and 
a civil war feemed unavoidable. An infurreftion 
in Britanny was the occafion, or was made the 
pretence, on the part of the emperor, of a(Te ta- 
bling an army. It was the opinion of Bernard 
that he fhould himfelf march at the head of that 
• army, -and order his fon Pepin to join him in- 
ftantly with all the troops which he cotjld coK 

"Thcgaiii Opus, c $5. 

lea 
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left from Aquitain. Lewis of Bavaria attend- a. d. Sj* 
cd his father a part of the way in this expedition, ^ J 
but made his efcape, and joined the malecon- 
tcnts. Lothaire, who had been fent from the 
xrourt defignedly into Italy, now returned. 
Pepin obeyed the fummons of his father, and 
raifcd an army* not with a view to join, but to 
oppofe him. The emperor's army in great 
numbers deferted him. His fbns, he under* 
flood, were united againft him ; and Pepin was 
at the head of an army, in the heart of Frande, 
ready to engage him. The caufe of all this op* . 
pofinon, he now learned, was a violent hatred 
of the emprefs, and of Bernard her minifter. ' 
He was not difpofed to believe them culpable, 
and deferving of all this averfion ; but he pitied 
them, and refolved, ifpoffiblc, to fave them. 
He advifed Bernard to efcape, without delay, 
to Barcelona, of which he was governor; he 
fent the efnprefs to the monaftery of St. Mary 
in Laon ; and he encamped with his army near 
Compiegne. 

Pepin, whofe army was at Verberie, three Judith ap- 
leagues only diftant from the emperor, fent a P rchcndcd * 
detachment to Laon, and brought Judith to his ^/ 

camp. There to her face he reproached her 
with all the vices which report had afcribed to 
. her, and particularly charged her with the dif- 
orders of the court, and with an undue and per- 
nicious influence over his father, by which thfe 
empire was rent afunder, and ready to diffolve. 
He offered, however, to fpare her life, on con-- : , 

dition that Ihe 'would perfuade the emperor now 
to retire with her to a monaftery, and never 
c 2 more, . 
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a.d. I30. more, cither of them, to intermeddle with the 
% ~ir—* government 13 . 

With thefe terms, to which (he gave her own 
confent, (he was fent to the camp of the empe- 
ror. She dated to him the occafion of her vifit- 
ing him, and her folcmn engagement to return 
to Pepin's camp with whatever anfwer he fliould 
AUthorife her to carry. To any other perfon, 
and in other times, the meflage, with all its 
circumftances, would have appeared not rtiorc 
infolent than unnatural, and would have excited 
emotions the moft tumultuous and violent : but 
Lewis the.mild appears to have received it with 
calmnefs, and to have deliberated with patience 
and compofure on the' alternative propofed to 
him by his fon, of reigning, or of retiring to a 
monaftery. He fent back his wife, according 
to her engagement, to the camp of her enemy, 
with this anfwer : That he thought himfclf 
competent to grant her permifiion to retire to a 
monaftery, and to this he confented ; but that he 
did not think himfelf at his own difpofal, and 
would advife on that fubjed with the ftate* of 
the empire. With this anfwer ftie returned, 
takes the and was difmiffed to take the veil in the monaf- 
vfU - tery of St. Radegonde. , - 

An affembly was convoked at Compiegne \ 

and the fubjedt was fubmittcd to them by the 

emperor, whether he ought to retire from the 

Humiiia- government, or not ? His manner of propofing 

tionofthc this queftion was a depth of humiliation un- 

emperar. * * 

13 Anaal. Benin. Vit. Lud. Pii. 

2 ■ ' wprthy 
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worthy of his charadber as an emperor. He **j»J>» 
declined to fit on the throne : he ftood near it, ~ ~ 
in a fbppliant pofture : he confefled his perfonal 
faults, and the defefts of his government; and 
he cxpreffed his refblution and hope, that if he 
were permitted to retain the crown, he would 
g9verh the empire agreeably to the beft wifhes 
and whole fome counsels of his good and faithful 
fubjefts -4 . 

The afiembly were deeply affefted with the 
occafion, and with his words and appearance. 
They rofe almoft with one content, conftrained 
him to feattiimfelfon the throne, and generally 
fliewed him a refpeft by no means expc&ed by 
his fons and their adherents. But they were af- 
terwards fufficiently gratified. 

Lothaire and the troops with him having 
joined Pepin and his army, the news of his ar- 
rival no fooner reached the oppofitc camp than 
it was almoft totally deferted. The emperor, 
finding himfelf folitary and expofed, followed 
the multitude, and delivered himfelf and Charles 
up to his fons. Lothaire treated him with rc- 
fpeft, and nevei: mentioned to him farther the 
fubjedl of deposition $ but he kept him all fum- 
mcr with him, in the (late of a prifoner. He 
put out the eyes of Heribert brother of Ber- 
nard, the l s itc favourite j and he fent Odo, the 
coufin of the fame minifter, into banilhmcnt. 

14 Vita Valae. Thegani Opus, 36—39. Vid. Lud. Pii, 
$30. Annal. B^rtia. ^ 

c 3 Meantime 
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A, D/83P. Meantime the paffions of men began to fub- 
*-- ^' -11 -" fide* and reflection to return. The two younger 
princes themfelves liftened to the fuggeftions 
which were offered to them, that they were 
dethroning an affe&ionate and well-difpofed pa- 
rent, to place in his room a brother, who might 
. flatter them for a little time, till he had fecured 

his authority and government, and then indulge 
the fame ambition in degrading them as in de- 
grading their father. In a word, "they returned 
to their father, and were reconciled to* him, 

Lothaireis Lothaire was, difconcerted, yet placed his 
ed. " hopes in an affembly which was propofed to be 
held for fettling the affairs of the pmpire* He 
was folicitous that it fibtould be convened in 
France, where his partifans were moft nu- 
merous ; but for that very reafon his father ap- 
pointed the diet at Nimeguen in Germany, be- 
caufe he relied with more confidence on the 
loyalty of the Germans. The two nations were 
mutually jealous ; and for the very fake of con- 
tention readily entered the lifts of the oppofite, 
fadtions. The Germans, on this occ^Qon, 
crowded to the diet in fupport of the emperor. 
He took courage, and exerci(f:ct fomc fpirited 
Tbcempe^ afts of difcipline : Lothaire, on the other hand, 
"" was dejefted \ and after various deliberation, 
threw himftlf on the mercy of his father. K 
few only of his adherents were di (graced and 
banifhed. No perfon was capitally punifhed. 
The emprefs was taken from her monaftery, 
was formally judged of the crime impqted to 

her with Bernard, and by the law, and pradlice 

...... , .. . ^ ^ 
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of thofc times was fully acquitted, was received A « g» <!* 
back to court, and reftored to all her high ho- n " 
nours and privileges. Her friends, as well as 
thofe of the emperor, were recalled : their at- 
tachment and fervices were acknowledged and 
rewarded. Even Bernard, who had fled into 
Spain, returned, and was permitted to clear 
himfelf of the crimes alleged againft him {more 
Francis Jolito) by the oaths of many jurors, and 
by challenging his accufers to Tingle combat; 
which, however, none of them accepted. 

The fame power, councilors, and circum- a. d. s 3 j, 
(lances produced, in the courfc of the following ^ u j*j* 
year, fimilar errors, and diforders more vio- STcharfei. 
lent. The emperor, animated by a fpirit Qot 
his own, instigated by the refentment and am* 
bition of the emprefs, unimproved yet by her 
fuffc rings, deprived Pepin of his kingdom of 
Aquitain, and conferred it, in addition to his 
former grant, on Charles M$ . % 

To prejudice, to refentment, and perhaps to 
policy, it appeared juftifiable todifarm an ob- 
durate and adtive enemy, while the opportunity 
1 feemed favourable. The aft, however violent, 
and, under a feeble government, fo imprudent, 
was highly and naturally approved by the 
friends of Judith : but it was nolcfs difapproved 
by the other princes and their party. Lothaire 

15 " Inter filios fuos Lotharium atque Carolum'quwa- 
*' dam divifionem regni conftituit." Vit. Lud. Pii, 83a. Jt~* 

'* Aquitania Pepino dempta Karolo datur." 

- Nithardi, lib. i. 833. 

c 4 and 
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; '** • 

a.>* Sjj, and Lewis were ferioufly alarmed; and the 

J^T r more, that the former had been deprived of the 
deprived «f title and authority of emperor by his father. 
^titET The progrefs might be gradual i but the fettled 
plan feemed to be, firft to difinherit him, and 
then Lewis, in order to confer the whole em- 
pire on Charles, Wherefore they publicly de- 
clared him and his mother their common 
enemy, 

They reforted to the pope for his advice and 
countenance. Gregory IV. then filled the papal 
chair. A&ive and ambitious, he embraced eager- 
ly the opportunity which this application afforded 
him of fupporting Lothaire as king of Italy, and 
of exercifing his authority generally,, as fupreme 
arbiter over the empire. 

They rcprefented to him the deplorable ftate 
of France, the intrigues and ambition of the 
emprefs, her pragmatical influence over the 
mild fpirit of their father, the perfecution and 
iiyqftice to which they were expofed, and the 
-general diforder in which the affairs of the emt- 
pire were involved : they ftated, that Lothaire, 
whom an affembly of the people had afibciated 
with his father in the empire, and whom the pope 
; Pafchal had folemnly confecrated emperor, was 

degraded from tha* high rank and authority, and 
j-educcd to the ftate of nominal king of Italy : 
that his brpther Pepin*s kingdom was now abfo- 
lutely taken from him, and conferred on the 
fon of Jqdith. They trufted, that a conduct fo 
injurious would jufiify them, the elder princes, 
and their adherer^ in an open rebellion, to vin- 
dicate; 
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dicate their rights, and to rcfift the ambition of a.d. %%y 
an imperious, a felfilh, and unprincipled woman. ~u~~ f 
Mean time they rcquefted the mediation of his MediaQon 
holinefs wieh the emperor, that by gentle means, ** W* 
in the firft place, they might, if poffible, obtain 
redreft. 

It was not cuftomary for » the pope to fcntef 
France without the emperor's permiffion and , 
invitation : but a pcrfonal interview on this oc r 
cafion w^s defirable. The opportunity was ex- . 
tremely favourable for papal interference and 
aggrandifement: the claim of the princes ap r 
peared reafonable and juft : Gregory prefumed 
on the generous and mild temper of Lewis, and 
uhfolicited ventured to accompany Lothaire to 
the court of his father. 

The emperor, then encamped at Worms, 
had ordered the paflcs of the Alps to be feized, 
and ftri&ly guarded. The prefencc of the pope 
animated Lothaire's army, while it intimidated 
the emperor's, Thefe paffes were eafily forced ; 
and the entry of the pope into the French domi- 
nions fprcad a general confternation and anxiety. 
The report went,that all who oppofed the interefts 
of the injured princes were certainly to be ex- 
communicated. The clergy in the intercft of the 
emperor, on the other hand, threatened the pope 
with excommunication and depofition, for inter- 
meddling thus with matters fo foreign to him, and 
, in a rftanner fo officious and violent. It is the 
office and duty of the pope, as head of the church, 
Gregory replied, to maintain (ruth and right 
irvery where, and at all hazards : that it apper- 
tained 
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a. d. 833. tained to him to decide in all differences referred 
w " v ~ w to him, without being accountable to any one : 
that it was diflhonourable for the emperor to have, 
cxpofed himfelf to juft occafion of -cenfure t 
and that it was highly culpable in anv one to 
flatter him in his errors, in the violation efpe- 
cially of perfonal rights, and of the mod folemn 
engagements and public treaties * 6 . 

The emperor found, that no advantage was to 
be gained by delay : that the camp of his fons 
now at Rotfelt, between Bade and Colmar, was 
filled with the clergy of all ranks, whofe objedt, 
by all their intercourfe, religious exercifes, and 
writings, was to bring him and his friends,, 
and their conduft, into difcredit. He refolved, 
therefore, as foon as poffible to brfng on an 
(engagement, and drew up his army accord- 
ingly in the order of battle. The princes alfo 
put their troops in battle array: but whether 
from benevolent or political motives, the pope 
now went over to wait on the emperor, and 
in the mean time the attack was mutually fuC- 
pended. Several days were fpent in negocia- 
tion, during which an intercourfe took place 
between the camps, at that time near one an- 
other, (for that of the emperor was betwixt 
Colmar and Strafburg,) which proved fatal tp 
The «mpc- the latter. The day after the pope left hira, a 
termed? defcrdon took place,, fimilar but more rapid 
than on the former occafion at Compiegne 5 
and his own loldiers, in company with thofe of 
his fons, went and rudely threatened him aqd his 

*'."■' Vit.Lud. Pii, 833. 

family 
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family in their tent. There w$ no alternative. a.d. 1& 

He, the emprefs, her fon, and fuch of their v ~-~ ^ 
friends as remained with them, were made pri- 
soners. An aflfembly was convoked: the em- 
peror was formally declared unworthy to reign, 
and was depofed : the throne was proclaimed and d*. 
vacant: Lothaire was unanimously elected to^^f 9 . 
nil it : the two younger princes, Lewis and eicOcd. 
Pepin, received fome additional towns and ter- 
ritory: Judith was banifhed to Tortona ijj 
Italy : Charles was fent to the abbey of Prum 
in the forcft of Arden ; and the pope is faid tp 
have returned to Rome, afhamed of the confe- 
quences of his interference, and confcious that 
he had a£ted as the mean tool of the princes 
againft their father I7 . 

Lothaire, however, was; not eafyin an elc« 
yation to which he had afcended by fuch unjuf- 
tifiable fteps. He was fenfible that the late af- 
ferably was irregular, and that his election was * 
rather the effcd of military acclamation than of 
a free and deliberate choice. He feared the 
ficklenefs of popular favour, and the meafures 
which might foon be taken in behalf of his dc-v 
throned parents He called a regular aflem- 
bly, therefore, at Confipiegne, in order to ob* 
tain their fan&ion to whatever might be judged 
mod for his intereft and fecurity. 

Confidering the dif-jofition of the emperor, 
and the canons of the church, it was privately 

17 ** Gregorius papa talia cernens, cum maximo riioe- 
f rorc Romam .regreditur." Vit. Lud. Pii, 833, Vit. 
yalae. Epift* Greg. iv t 

fuggefted 
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A. d. I33. fuggefted that Lothaire was likely to be, bed 
L ~ fecured in" the government by moving the 
tender confidence of his father, and by fiib- 
jefting him to long p'enitencc ; during which, 
bylaw, noperfon could exeVcife any office, nor 
perform any civil duty. This opinion having 
been readily adopted, Lewis the mild was ac- 
cufed publicly of immoralities and ecclefiaftical 
fcandal. The principal fubje&s of accufation 
were, the murder of his nephew Bernard king 
of Italy; the violation of the late emperor his 
father's will ; the injuftice committed againft his 
own fons \ his marching armies, and holding 
afiemblies on holy days ; condemning fotne of 
his fubjefls unjuftly ; oppreffing others by mili- 
tary expeditions and wars unneceflarily \ ne- 
gledting the difciplinc 6f the foldiers ; and ge- 
nerally involving the date in diforder. In his 

oaober. abfcncej he was condemned, by a plurality of 
voices, to a penitence which was to continue 
for life, and during which he was held inca- 
pable of enjoying any title, or of difcharging 
any public office, civil or military. 

HuroiUa. He was accordingly fubjc&ed to the mod 
t™£ot humiliating penance. In the church of St. 
ifwa*. Medard at Soiffons, to which he was carried in 
the pretence of Lothaire and* his minifters, and 
a great multitude of biftiops, prelbyters, dea- 
cons, and people, the crimes of which he was 
accufed were read over to him. He was ex- 
horted to acknowledge his fins, and to improve 
well this feafon of repentance vouchfafed to him. 
To all thefe accufations and admonitions Lewis 
fubmittcd with the mecknefs of a child. To 

prove 
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prove his finccrity, and in token of his full a.d. 9p. 
fubmiffion and reconciliation to his fentencc, he ' 
requefted that he might be allowed to embrace 
his fon Loth aire. This requeft being granted, 
the occafion generally, and particularly the em- 
brace, was reprefented as a voluntary and final 
ceffion of the empire to Lothaire if . 

He now proftrated himfelf on a hair-cloth 
on the ground. In that pofture he confefied 
his guilt, according to the articles of his ac- 
cufations ; and he requefted that he might be 
admitted to difcipline according to the ca- 
nons of the church, for the expiation of his 
fins. Again Jie aflurcd the clergy who were 
prefent, of the finccrity of his repentance, and 
delivered to them the written articles of his 
accufation, to be bid folemnly on «the altar. 
On being told that he mud part with his 
fword* he ungirded himfelf, and threw it 
down at the bottom of the altar. Hcbo 
bi(hop of Rheims, who pre Tided on the oc- 
cafion, put a Tack or hair cloth on him, and 
led him to a fmall cell in the monaftery, 
where he was to fpend the remainder of his 
life in penitence. 

Such was the ingratitude of th$ bifhops 
and clergy, whom no prince cyer more rc- 
fpe&cd ; and fuch was the infolent and fhock- 
ing treatment which he received from Hebo, 
whom he had patronifed, and raifed from the 

■• Thegani Opus, 44. Vit. Lud. Pii. 833. Ada 
Exau&orationis Lud. Pii. 

lowcft 
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a.d. «jj. lowed: fervile condition to the highcft ordef 
of the church, cc Is it thus, perfidious 
" wretch !" (exclaims Thegan bifhop of 
Treves, in his works on the reign of Lewis,) 
<c Is it thus thou requitcft his beneficence 
€C who raifed thee from a ftate of flavery ? 
" He clothed thee with purple, and thou haft 
w covered him with fackcloth j he exalted 
4€ thee to the fummit of ecclefiaftical honour 
* c and power, and thou haft depofed him from 
" the throne of hi* fathers." 

From this affe&ing -fcene the people were 
obferved to retire in fullen filence. That 
filerice was fucceeded by expreffions of fym- 
pathy. Compaffion fpread rapidly and exten- 
iively over the kingdom. It reached and foft- 
ened Lewis and Pepin. Through the tears of 
compaflion the ftate of affairs appeared to them 
in a new light. They beheld the high and im- 
perial rank of Lothaire with jealoufy : they 
felt a negleft from him which they thought they 
had not deferved, and which, in the prefent 
circumftances, they were unwilling to endure* 
They were not ignorant of the diftradted 
counfels and indecifive administration pf Lo« 
fhaire's government j and they gave counte- 
nance to the fecret and fcditiqus meetings 
which began to be held againft it both in 
France and Genpany. 

As gentle mcafiires were firft advifed, Lewis 
king of Bavaria demanded fome mitigation of 
the rigour of his father's penitence. His de- 
mand being refufed, rendered him the more 

urgent 
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urgent and determined. His fympathy and in- A.p.Jm» 
terceffion for the comfort of his fathef procured l ~"- r, - f 
him popularity ; while Lothaire's refufal and , 
obduracy made him daily more unpopular and 
odious. The latter at laft allowed the ambafla- 
dors of the former to vifit the royal cell, on 
Condition that they were attended with proper 
officers, to prevent unneceflary converfation. 
The cell was opened : the ambaffadors threw 
themfelves at the feef of the venerable peni- 
tent. They were allowed only to fay that they 
had come from his fon Lewis to enquire how he 
did. Their looks communicared fomcthing 
more f ». He anfwered them with a mceknefs „ 
and tendernefs which melted them : " I am 
" obliged to the king of Bavaria for enquiring 
u after me : I (hall ever dearly love my chil- 
" dren." 

From fecret meetings the people aflembled m 
arms under the princes of Aquitain and Bavaria. 
Their caufe being good gave them a courage 
not enjoyed by Lothaire and his friends. His. 
troops were few, and avcrfe from fighting : he 
was unable or unwilling to hazard an engage- 
ment. . He had the goodnefs at leaft not to in- 
jure his father pcrfonally : he left him at Paris, 
and retired with his army to Viennc in Dau- 
phine. 

As foon as it was known that the emperor His reft or*, 
was again at liberty in Paris, all ranks of people ^ ^ 

19 ** Aliquo xnotu fignorum fecerunt cum intelligejre." 
Thegan. 47. 

haftencd 
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a.d. gjs. haftened to wait on him. They congratulated 
* him : but in vain they befought him to refume 

the crown and fceptre till he were formally ab- 
solved, and with the fame publicity and folcm- 
nity as had attended his humiliation. His ab- 
solution and reftoration were celebrated with 
the greateft rejoicings. They were rendered 
the more interelting by the apparent fympathy 
of the very elements of nature. The tempeft 
of a fudden ceafed ; the clouds difperfed, and 
ferenity and funfhine heightened the general 
joy-. 

A general amnefty was proclaimed. AquU 
tain was reftored to Pepin : the emprefs was 
vindicated, and brought back to court,. It 
only remained that Lothaire fhould lay down 
his arms, in order to re eftablifti univerfal tran- 
quillity. He was invited to fub million, and 
offered forgiventfs by his generous father. He 
at la(l accepted of it, came to court, and on 
his knees intreated pardon for thofe alfo who 
had joined him in the rebellion. cc I pardon 
<c you once more," faid the mild and merciful 
Lewis : " 1 reftore you, my fon, your kingdom 
" of Italy, on condition that you never enter 
" enter France without my permiflion. Swear, 
"you and your friends, that you will hence - 
*' forth be faithful and good fubjeds, and 
<c prove your finccrity by ypur future good 
" conduit." They fwore, and teftificd their 
allegiance with the moft lively marks of fincerity 
and gratitude. 

**Vit.&Aa.Lad.Pti. 

The 
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The etriperor's long imprifonment and anxi- a. a 835. 
cries had injured his health, and produced ap- ~ ~ Lr ' J 
pearances of a declining conftitution. The 
emprels obferving it> became the more feli- 
citous to obtain fomc additional territory and 
power for Charles ; and fuch protection as might 
fecure him, on his father's death, againft the 
jealoufies ancj hoftilitics of the elder princes. 
Viewing this fubjeft on every fide, (he faw - 
nothing, on the whole, more fafe than once 
more to propofe to Lothaire an equal and per- 
manent union of his interefts with thofe of her 
ion. On the one hand, flic offered to procure 
for that prince his recal from bani foment, and 
his reftoration to his former privileges and 
honours in the empire s and on the other, (he 
required him to take her. and her family under 
his protection, and to guarantee to Charles the 
territories allotted to him. Mean time (he pre- 
vailed with the emperor and his council to con- 
fer on this young prince all Neuftria lying be- 
tween the Seine and the £/)ire, in addition to 
Alemania,, which he had formerly received; 
At the age of fourteen, in prefence of an 
affembly of the (tares of that country, he was 
folemnly conftituted and crowned king ofchuiei 
Neuftria, and in all refpe&s placed on' the fame JjJJfiwL 
footing with the three other princes, the kings a,d. S37. 
of Italy, Bavaria, and Aquitain. 

The death of Pepin, which happened the year 
after, prefented a new object to the infatiable am- 
bition of the emprefs. She renewed the nego- 
tiation with Lothaire, and obtained a new di- 
vot. 11. v vifion 
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a.d. 8 37 . vtfion and final fettlement of the empire betwixt 
w " v " w him and Charles. To the latter was given the 
whole territories of France weft of the Meuie* 
and the Rhone ; and to the former, all the reft 
of the empire* except Bavaria, which 'belonged 
to Lewis : and Lothaire bouhd himfelf fokmnlf 
by oath to abide by this fettlertfent, and faith- 
fully to aid and proteft Charles as his tutor. 

Death of The king of Bavaria, not unreafonably di£ 

i&kL $thc f at isficd with this preference and unequal cH* 
A> D. 840. vifion, teftified his indignation by having re- 
'' courfc to arms. Twice his father defeated, and 

pardoned him* But the fatigue of a long and 
rapid march from Aquitain to Germany, ex- 
haufted the flrength of a .conftitution already 
enfeebled and declining. Finding that his end 
wafc approaching* he directed his mind to the 
final arrangement of his affairs. He fent th<i 
.imperial fword, ' the drown, and ftp ptre, to Lo* 
thairej with this memorial, that as emperor he 
Was to maintain his fidelity, and to grant his pro- 
tection to Charles, and his mother* Being rfc- 
. quefted. to figpify fome favour to Lewis of Ba* 
varia, " Tell him," faid he» " that I- do for- 
* give him: but that he makes^my grey hairs 
** to defcend with fbrrow to the grave." 

The appeafance of tffro comets* and art eclipfe 
bf the fun* of>preffed his feeble and fuper- 
riitious mind with fear. For fix weeks he ate 
nothing almofti but the confecrated bread, which 
he received every morning. He died the 18th 
of June A. D. 840, in the 6ad year of his age* 

and 
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« 

and 27th of his reign. He was undoubtedly a A. P. t^u 
weak prince, but in private life might have 1 • "** 
proved an amiable man *\ 



SECT. It. 

f£* j2j/?*ry ef Prance under tht Sons of LtlVtS t. front 
A. D. 840 to A. D. 877. 

Tn the height of the profperity both of the 
- Merovingian and Carlovingian kings of 
France, we trace the caufes of their deqline 
and fall. Under their domeftic favour, and by 
their royal munificence, a power arofc, whicn 
undermined and overthrew 1 them. By gratify- 
ing the ambition of the mayors of the palace, 
Clotaire II. gave them a rank and ftfrbiiity, 
which fecured to him, indeed, a great extent 
of empire in the mean time, but which encou- 
raged them to deprefs, and enabled them to 
trample on, his poftfcrity. The Carlovingians 
were too anxious to juftify thfcir ufurp^ion* 
Pepin's extreme defire to obtain the fan&ion of 
the pope, and to hold his fovcreignty apparently 
from God : Charlemagne's ambition ot the im* 
perial title j and the general deference o/ Lewis 
. and his fons to both the clergy and the nobles, 
individually and in their affemblies, exalted the 
church and the ariftocracy above the crown, 
palficd the ftate, and ruined the fecond race. 

* f Ludov* Pit Vita, 335 ±-8404 Nithardi Hift. lib* i. 
Annal. Berlin* 

* a The 
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a. d. 840. iThe other kingdoms of Europe had little of 
^Ttf""' n6 conhe&ion about this time with Frafice. 
Europe. The Danes and Norfnahs were predatory and 
barbarous tribes, rather than any great and fet- 
tled kingdom or nationl The power of the 
Moors was declining in Spain; Alphonfb had 
. not yet refigned the fcepbe of Oviexlo to Ra- 
nuroj Egbert who had fubdued the Heptarchy, 
and Converted England into one great monarchy, 
was fucceeded on his deceafe by his fon Ethel- 
wolf.* His reign was chiefly occupied in de- 
fending his kingdom againft the Danes. 

1 • 1 
Kenneth having in a- great battle near Perth 
conquered the Pifts, about the year 8^2, bo- 
came the firft monarch of all Scotland. 

The Capricious Theophilus, dying a year and 
a half after Lewis the Mild, left the guardian- 
(hip of the cafterji empire, and of his infant 
fon Michael III. to the emprefs, the prudent 
and virtuous Theodora* 

Four years were yet to elapfe of the long 
and adtive, though as we have feen hot alfrays 
prudent, reign of pope Gregory IV. 

Lothaire, enjoyed the territories of Italy* and 
jpart of Germany, and he claimed tjie title of 
emperor^ Lewis was Icing of Bavaria, Charles 
was monarch of France s and the young Pepin, 
their nephcw > aimed to recover' A^uitain, the 
kingdom of Pepin his. father. 

The 
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The firft great fubjeft of contention among a. p. $♦•• 
thefe princes, the fons of Lewis, was the impe- £^£^ 
rial title, and the authority which it implied. cWmithe 
To the friends of Charles it feemed to belong ggy" 
to him, as fovercign of France, which had 
been confidered more recently as the feat of 
empire. Lothaire and his friends, with more, 
reafon, argued the firft partition, and (ettlement 
in the council of Aix A. D. 817. by which he 
was appointed the aflbciate and fucceflbr of hi* 
father, and the confirmation of that appoint- 
ment, and his confecration by the pope : 
' that though his father had attempted it, he 
was not competent to nullify thefe folemq 
deeds : and even granting his right and powef 
to annul them, he had alfo the right and power 
to rcftore the original appointment, which he 
had adtually done A. D. 838. That deed he 
had confirmed, as far as it could be done, on his 
death- bed, by fending to Lothaire the imperial 
crown, fword, and fceptre. Wjth refpeft tp 
the authority annexed to the title, there could 
be no doubt that it involved the fubordinatioq 
*md homage of the other princes within the 
boundaries of the empire ?o him, as their IprcJ , 
paramount. 

Thefe arguments in favour of Lofhaire's 
claim were urged Jnduftrioufly over the cm t 
pire, while he a&iyely prepared the means 
by which he hoped effe<ftu a Hy to enforce them. 
lit fummoned his friends in France "to attend 
him, as Jbon a$ they fhould receive notice of , 
his arrival with an army oq tf^at fide of the 

Alps. 

p 3 In 
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tn order to cover his plan from Charted, he 
continued to affure him of friendfhip and 
peace. He remonft rated againft the attack 
tohich Charles meditated on their young friend 
Pepin, . whom Lothaire had fecretly engaged ii 
his ally to make a diverfion on the fide of Aqui- 
tain in his favour. He propofed that his claim? 
of Aquitain as the inheritance of his' father, 
flibfcld be difcofled betwixt them afterwards in a 
£erforial interview. 

Charles was deceived : he withdrew from 
Aquitain, and fo allowed Bepin opportunity, 
and his friends encouragement, to increafe, arid 
unite their power. 

» But Lewis of Bavaria was more difcerning 
and a&ive. He claimed no right to the impe- 
rial power and name.. He was ambitious only 
to be independent of it : and he hoped to fecuref 
that independence, by uniting his intcrefts and 
forces with thofe of Charles, He forefaw the 
policy of Lothaire, which was to attack each 
of them' iingly, and as he thought unprepared i 
and to begin, as he hoped, with the conqucft of 
Bavaria. 

On defcending from the Alps, Lothaire found 
Lewis encamped at Worms, and ready to draw 
out his troops to meet him in battle. Lothairft 
was unwilling, in this unexpected -fituation, to 
hazard an engagement. He flattcrc,d himfelf 
with the fucceis of the fecret emiflfaries whom 
he had difperfed over the empire. \ He wanted 
time to try what effeft they might produce. 

He 
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He- trufted in the means of fcdu&ion, which a,d.^4q. 
bad fucceeded fo well repeatedly agaioft the U "" Y * !W * 
camp of his father. He propofed a truce 
therefore of a few weeks, which Lewis agreed 
to the more readily, as he learned that thi 
Saxons, inftigated by Lothaire's emiflaries, had 
invaded Bavaria. Thefe he was able foon to 
repel, and to chafiife ; and he returned to hi* 
former ground before the truce was expired. 
Truftrng ftill to artifice rather than to arms, 
Lothaire perfuaded him to prolong the truce tp 
November. 

That interval Lothaire employed in turning Hisfucccfc. 
his arms againft Charles, who, yet unfufpicioqs, 
feared nothing kfs than an attack from him, 
whom he believed to be far diftant in Ger- 
many, and of whofe friendship, befidcs, he had 
received fuch ftrong aflfurances. He had 
marched into Aquicain, to counteract the 
plans, and to quell the infurredtions forming 
, with general fuccefs in favour of Pepin. 
Abandoning thefe with perturbation, he flew 
to the defence of his eaftern dominions. But 
afiing without due deliberation and plan, at 
the preffing intreaties of his mother, who wa$ 
in imminent danger of being feised by Pepin 
at Bourges, he returned to protect her, and 
thofe provinces which were threatened in the 
ycry centre of France. 

Lothaire enjoyed the advantage of this very 
feafonable and great diverfion, and preflcd 
forward with little icfiftance. As he advanced, 
his army, through both fear and favour, in- 

d 4 created. 
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A^D.^40; ereafed. He marched ftraight to Paris, with- 
out needing almoft 10 unlheath his fword. 
He proceeded towards the Loire ; Britanny de- 
clared for him, and the whole of France north 
of the Loire feemed to have fubmitted to him. 

Yet Charles had many firm adherents, who, 
in this extremity, infpired him with confidence* 
They were forced along by the general current, 
or were under the ncceffity of remaining paflive 
till the tide arofe in the oppofite diredtion : 
but they aflured him, that if his affairs re- 
quired it, they would die with him rather than 
defert him. With fuch an army as he could 
mufter, comparatively fmall but zealous and 
brave, Charles refolved to keep up the fpirit of 
his friends, and to march againft the enemy. 
Both encamped near Orleans. Neither of them 
was very willing to hazard an engagement. 
Lothaire pro po fed negociation, and as ufual 
attempted fedudion. The terms which he 
offered were hard, but it was judged better for 
Charles in his prefent circumftances to accept 
of them. If he fought, and was vanquifhed, 
his affairs would be ruined. By lubmiflion and 
peace, a favourable opportunity might foon 
occur, of aflembling a more powerful army, 
and recovering all his dominions: with the 
conftnt therefore of his army, he accepted of 
Aquitain, Languedoc, Provence, and ten 
counties betwixt the Loire and the Seine, as all 
his portion of the empire «. 

- Nithardi, lib. ii. Annal. Faldcnf. Benin, Metcnf. 
A? 3D. £4.0.*. ' 

This 
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This treaty. was employed on both fides as a a.d. £40. 
mere cover of the operations by which each l * 

endeavoured to ftrengthen his party, and to pre- 
pare , for war. Lothaire ftudied to alienate the 
friends of Charles from him, and to prevent all 
intercourfe betwixt him and the king of Bava- 
ria; Charles, on the other hand, tried to ft- 
cure Aquitain againft the influence of Pepin. 
He recovered Britanny : particularly the count 
Lambert, and the duke Nomenoi, who allured 
him of their attachment, and zeal for his fcr- 
vice. But he was chiefly felicitous to pafs the 
Seine, in order to open and facilitate his inter- 
courfe with Lewis. , That river was guarded in 
the neighbourhood of Paris, but pot fo far 
down as Rouen, where it becomes broad, and 
more difficult to pafs. Thither Charles led his 
army, and by means of fome merchant (hips 
which he prcfled into his fervice on that occa- 
fion, floated over his troops, almoft without 
opposition. 

The exertions arid fuccefs of Charles render- 
ed it neceflary for Lothaire to withdraw his troops 
from Germany. Thofe which remained, were 
immediately attacked and defeated by Lewis, who 
having little more to fear in that quarter, im- 
proved his advantage, crofted the Rhine, and 
by a rapid march paflfed Lothaire, and joined 
the army of Charles. Lothaire, now inferior, 
did all he could, by propofals of negociation, to 
gain time, and retreated cautioufly towards 
Aquitain, till he was joined by Pepin. Both 
armies were great, and equally formidable : and 
.both refolved, according to (he cuftom an<£ 

phrafc 
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'A*g . t4<>. phrafe N of thofe times, to refer their cauft to tho 
Vl ~^~ "' jtidgment of God, each afcribing to the ambt* 

tion and obftinacy of the other, the guilt of that 

blood which was to be flied. 

FOTwno 1 ^ n t,lc *5* °* J unc ' A * **• ***> was ^ ots S^ t 
A. p, S41. the memorable battle of Fontenoy, in Burgundy, 

At day-break the two allied kings feized an 

eminence near the camp of Lothaire, on which 

they drew up their army, with a large front op- 

pofed to him. Lothaire declined not the chaK 

lenge : he ranged his army, fo as to head him- 

felf the attack againft Lewis and his Bavarians, 

while Pepin advanced againft Charles, 

The ardor of the troops on both fides was 
equal : the princes who headed them were not 
only animated by .ambition and pride, but they 
knew, that on the iffue of that engagement 
their crown and liberty depended. The fury , 
and Violence of the firft fhock were propor- 
tioned to the magnitude of the caufe for which 
they fought. They rufhed againft one another 
with impetuofity : they darted their javelins 5 
they thruft with the fpear : the horfemen aimed 
to ftrikc with mafn force, to pierce where open- - 
ings of the helmet or cuirafs appeared $ to 
oftle, and overturn one another. After feveral 
# Jiburs of fierce and awful combat, Lothaire 

lecmed to have routed- his antagonift Lewis, 
when he was opportunely attacked in flank. 
Charles, having at the fame time defeated Pepin, 
came to th£ affiftance of Lewis; Lothaire's 
army fled in all directions, or threw down their 
arms; &nd the allied kings unwilling, and per- 
haps 
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baps unable, to increafe the (laughter by a a,d. «4*. 
clofe purfuit, remained vi&orious on the field * '""• 1jj " 
of battle \ 

The number flain is faid by, all the co» 9**- 
temporary hiftoriarts, and particularly by Ni- *""*■* 
thard who was prcfcnt,'to have been very great ; 
but none of them mention the number, which 
by fubfequent writers has been -dated at a hun* 
dred thoufand. Some authors trace to the car* 
nage of that day, the cuftom in Champagne, 
by which, to repair the lofs of nobility, children 
became ennobled by their mother, whatever 
the father's rank might be ? and alfo the law, 
that the nobility fhould not be obliged to attend 
their vaffals in war, excepting only in the cafe - 
of invafion K 

Charles and Lewis, pcrfuaded that God had 
decided in their favour, propofed to exprefs their 
gratitude by fuitable e$pre(flons of piety and be* 
nevolence. Thpy interred the corpfes of both 
friends and foes with becoming refpedt and fo» 
lemnity : they ordered that the wounded without; 
diftinftion fhould be treated with all humanity 
and tendemefs : they publifticd an ad of in* 
demnity, in favour of all thofc, in whatever 
. province, who would now join them, or cheer- 
fully and without referve declare for them ; and 
they proclaimed a fait of three days, in order to 

* Nidiard; ad fin. lib. ii, Annal. Bertin* M. Abbe 
Jc Boeuf. Mem, de l'Acad. tom.xviii. p. 30$. 

3 Pere Dan. Hift. de France, Renault'* Circuit 
Abridgment, 

4 implore* 
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implore forgivenefs to themfelves, for the blood 
now (bed by them, and to pray for the repofe of 
their countrymen, who had fallen in fuch num- 
bers, and on both fides, in the battle . 

chjrksim- Almoft all Neuftria was now ready to have 
toad™- fubmitted to Charles, had he marched into it 
*s** # dire&ly with his vi&orious army. But he 
wanted difcernment to perceive the duplicity 
and artifices of Bernard the duke of Languedoc. 
He was neglcdted by that duke till the engage* 
ment was over : he was then complimented by 
him: he was perfuaded by him to neglcdt 
Neuftria, and to march immediately, however 
diftanr, to Aquitain': there he was amufed .with 
propofals of iubmifllon, till his' army, wearied 
with the feverity and tedioufnefs of the cam- 
paign, melted away, obliged him to retire, and 
by the time that he had reached the Loire, they 
had almoft totally deferted him. 

LMii»ire»» Lothaire, on the other hand, fpared no pains, 
£jk£^L by intrigue and military exertions, to retain the 
people of Neuftria in fubje&ion to hipi i but. his 
plans were ill-devifcd, and unfteadily executed. 
He was too eager at the fame time to invade 
Bavaria, which divided his attention, and dif- 
trafled his operations ; and his policy towards 
the Saxons, however Well- intended towards 
them, excited againft him the prejudices and 
averfion of the clergy, and was fufficicnt, in 
thofe times, to alienate from him the Chriftian 
world. 

The 
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The policy of Charlemagne rendered him a. d . *4*> 
zealous to chriftianife the Saxons. His de- 
fign was not merely to gratify the church, 
but to civilize the people, to diminilh the 
influence of ancient cuftoms, which were ad- 
verfe tp foreign authority, and to facilitate, in 
generJy their fteady fubjeftion to his govern- 
ment. Lothairc, whofe genius was, more oc- 
cupied with a (ingle and immediate advantage, 
than with diftant profpe&s, and with relative 
and profound views of either civil or eccle- 
fiaftical policy, thought that he would gra- 
tify, the Saxons, and fecure their afliftance 
thereby the more cheerfully againft Bavaria, 
if he relieved them from the . reftraints of 
Chriftianity, and granted them a general to- 
leration. Fond of the name and appearance 
of liberty, however adverfe to their civil and 
moral interefts, they thankfully accepted the to- 
leration offered them, and repaired readily to 
the ftandard of theif fuppofed benefactor. 

Lewis obferved the ftorfn gathering againft 
Bavaria, and particularly, on che fide of Saxony : 
he requeftcd Charles to embrace the opportu- 
nity of Lothaire's abfence and diftance, to in- 
vade and recover Neuftm. He forefaw that 
this would difconcert the enemy, and probably 
V/ithdraw him altogether from Germany. The . 
plan fucceeded : the defign on Bavaria was Jrc- 
linquifhed : and every exertion was madtr> *6 
bppofe Charles, and to retain Neuftria. But 
Lothairc was now obnoxious in this Country, on 
account of his unc:hriftian-like indulgence of Pa- 
ganifm in Saxony, fo contrary to the ecclcfiafti- 

cal 
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cal canons, to the interefts of Chriftendom, and 
to the- whole fpirlt and adminiftration of Char- 
lemagne's government. Befides, even his 
friends, who were not fo much affefted by re- 
ligious confiderations, could hot depend on his 
mode of warfare, which, howeVer a£tiv£, was 
His mean, defultory and changeable. His own views and 
toei * conduft too were mean* and often "immoral. 

Whatever were his ends, he generally preferred 
bafe means and low cunning to attain them : he 
ftudicd to feparate friends from one another, in 
order to fecure them, or fomc of them, to him- 
jelf, by fowing among them the feeds of fuf- 
picion and difcord. __ 

Findthg all hiss other meafures frufixated, hd 
xiow tried, if poffiblc^ to interrupt* the friend- 
ship, which had fubfifted fince their father's 
death, betwixt his two great qpponents, Lewis 
and Charles : he ftudied to revive in the mind 
of Lewis, the prejudice and hatted which he had 
Entertained, during their father's life, againftthe 
mother of Charles, the emprefs Judith; He 
endeavpured to alienate Charles from Lewis, by 
propofing to him a treaty* by which the one 
fhould abandon Lewis, and the other Pepin* 
and fo divide betwixt themfelves the empire. 
At the fame time he and his friends induftri- 
oufly circulated the molt extravagant reports to 
the prejudice of thefe princes : that they were 
dead, that they were at enmity, that they had 
abandoned their interefts and friends in Neuftria, 
and were no longer able to afford them either 
countenance or prote&iom 

To 
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To countered the effeft of thefe reports, a. d 841. 
Lewis and Charles embraced every favourable ^ **. 
Opportunity of cultivating perfonal friendlhip, 
and of manifesting publicly a real and fteady 
attachment. They fent frequent prefeots to one 
another. As often as they could meet in the 
fame place, they ate at one table, lodged under 
One roof, and in public affemblies treated each 
other with the* utmoft refpe<5t and. deference* 
avoided every appearance # of artifice, and fpake 
their opinion with opennefs and candour. . Such 
conduct could not fail to be contrafted* to the 
prejudice of their elder brother,, with his low 
chicanery and unprincipled intrigues. 

Notwithftanding nil his efforts to prevent 
them, they were able by their own activity* 
and the general popularity which they acquired, 
to join their forcej early in the fpring. They 
met at Strafburgh on the 12th February A. D. Twtyof 
S42. In the prefence, and with the concur- straiwtu 
re«ce of the two armies, they refolved to bind " * *** 
themfelves and their friends in alliance by the 
molt folemn engagements and vows* They * 
addreffed'each his own army in a fpeech, which 
Nithard, who was prefent, has recorded 1 
Lewis, in the Indefque, Teutonic, or old 
:German 5 and Charles, in the fame fpeech* 
but in the Roman language, a corruption and 
mixture of Celtic and Latin, their vulgar tongue* 
as follows: 

" You all know," faid Lcwis^ <c the rage Speech and! ' 
" with which Lothaire hath perfecuted this my ^ d ofthc • 
u brother and me, fincc our father's death : kings. 

"'that 
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t ^ **** <c that he hath left no means untried to ruin 
u us both : that neither the interefting relation 
cc of brother, nor the awful principles of rcli- 
<c gion, nor any confiderations of wifdom or" of 
u jufticc, have availed to obtain peace from 
** him. We were forced at laft to appeal, in 
t€ the battle of Fontenoy, to the judgment of 
cc Almighty God, willing to fubmit to whatever 
c< he might folemnly determine! and you know*, 
cc that it pleafed God to decide in our favour, 
" by vouchfafing to us the vi&ory. Reftrained 
5 c by natural affe&ion, and by the love of our 
f f countrymen, when our vanquiflied brother 
" fled, we did not ufe the advantage which 
cf our fuperiority might h^ve given us, to pur- 
cc fue him, and to (hed more of the blood of 
" the, Chriftian people. We remembered 
u that he is our brother : wc reprefied the 
u ardour of the foldiers : {hough conquerors, 
cc wc condescended ftill to folicit juftice. But 
"what end is there to his rage and cruelty 
<c againft this my brother and me, and againft 
c< our common country, which he perfifts to 
<c defolate with fire and fword? 

<c Wherefore we are now met together, for 
u the purpofe of doing all we can to terminate 
" thefe evils, by a folemn league and joint 
" operation. And as fome of you have been 
cc infidioufly taught to entertain doubts of the 
u fincerity of our friendfliip, we have refolved 
c< to fwear in your prefence, that we are not 
<c moved by any finilter confiderations, by un- 
€€ rcafonable ambition, nor wicked refentment j 
u but, as God is our witnefs and aid, that we arc 

" animated 
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<c animated by an earneft defire to promote and a. d. 842. 

cc fecure the public welfare and peace. And I 

cc folemnly declare, that if I (hall ever violate 

u the oatH which I am now to take, which God 

u forbid, you (hall be free from your allegiance 

cc to me, and from the oath which you alfo are 

r< now to take. 9 ' 

Charles having addreflcd the faoie fpeech 
(mutatif mutandis) to his people, Lewis ad- 
vanced, and folemnly fwore, faying, " For the 
fc love of God, for the good of the Chriftian 
€f people, and for our common fecurity, I fwear, 
C V that I will henceforth employ all my forces, 
<4 as far as I am able, to defend king Charles 
€€ my brother, in every condition, and at all 
€€ hazards, as one brother ought to defend an- 
€C other, and as I would that he Ihould do to 
cc me ; and I fwear, that I will engage in no 
<c treaty with Lothaire, which, in my con- 
€e fcience, I fhall think prejudicial to Charles." 

Charles having repeated the fame oath,- both 
armies were called on to fwear in like manner, 
to bind themfelves to the faithful fervice of their 
princes refpeftively, to fuppoft this folemn 
league, and to abandon him who fhould firft 
violate it s . • ~ 

. 3 Nithardi Hiftoria, lib. iii. , Nithard was the grand- 
fbn of Charlemagne by his daughter Bertha, was an of- 
ficer in the army of Charles, and wrote his hiftory by 
royal authority* Praef. ad lib. i. 
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a, d. 842. Thefe intcrefting tranfa&ions being (mittied, 
. I'othlircu' ^c two armies marched with great fpirit againft 
routed, and Lothaire, and having engaged his ai*my on the 
flee8 ' bank of the Mofelle, eafily routed it. Their 
union and this fuccefs augmented their courage 
and their numbers. The enemy and his ad- 
herents were proportionally diminifhed. He 
fled to Aix, to Chalons, to Troyes, to Lyons, 
whence he had reafon, from the growing difaf- 
feftion of the French, to apprehend that he 
lhould be under the neceflity of withdrawing 
to Italy. " * 

The two brothers, however, inftead of prefix- 
ing him in his extremity, as they ought to have 
done, allowed him time, not only to recfcvef 
from his flight and panic, but to refumc his 
ufual temper and conduft, to propofe negotia- 
tion, to didtate the terms, and finally to fecure - 
an equal proportion with them of the empire. 
Their tranfa&ions on this occafion chara&crife 
the sera, as they gave a decifive weight to the 
clergy and nobles over the monarch. 

< * The allied princes, influenced by the opinion 
and pradlice of the times, and mod probably ad- 
Yifed by their clerical friends, did not confider 
themfelves fecure in the poffeflion of the terri- 
tory and power which they acquired, till it was 
* approved and fanftioned by the church. They 
unfufpicioufly created, or rather increafed and 
eftablifhed, a tyrannical and ecclefiaftical autho- 
rity, which foon after became oppreffive and 
intolerable. They acknowledged that power* 
7. wfiich 
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which the bifhops now avowed and claimed, to a. p. 84V 
confer the crown arid fceptre on whom they T ' J 
pleafed. 

Having aflembled a fynod at Aix-la-Cha- Symrfof 
pelle, they rcquefted that reverend meeting, 
for the fake of the people and for the general 
peace and fecurity of France, to deprive Lo- 
thaire of all thofe dominions from which they 
had already expelled him on this fide the 
Alps. 

The bifliops having heard this humble pe- 
tition, and deliberated on it as a matter on 
which they only had a right to decide, refolved, 
that Lothaire's conduft, both before and fince 
his father's death, had uniformly (hewn him to 
be unworthy of any fharc in the government : ~ 
that God himfelf had fignificd this clearly by 
the awful defeat of that prince at Fontenoy, 
and more recently by his repeated and fhameful 
flights before the allied armies. Wherefore 
they declared him unworthy, and incapable. to 
Yeign* 

At the fame time they added, that they 

would not permit the two princes, their peti- ^ 

doners, to aflume the government in his room, 

until they promifed, in the prefence of the 

people, that they would regulate their conduft 

.and adminiftration according to the law of 

■God. The princes aflented : and the prefi- 

dent then faid to them, " Receive ye the king- 

f f dom by the authority of God, and govern 

• n cc it, 
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a.d.*4*.« ;r, we warn, we exhort, we coriimand you, 
s, *~ y " w <c according to his will V 

The two princes proceeded next to divide 
this portion of their brother's dominions betwixt 
them ; and for thispurpofe each of them chofe 
and appointed twelve commiffioners, of whom 
Nithard the hiftorian was one. All France to . 
the Meufe and the Rhine, fell to Charles ; and 
all Germany beyond the Rhine, to Lewis. Buc 
this fettlement was of fhort duration. 

Lothaire Lothaire, who lingered on the Rhone, un- 

foh cits, and ' .... • i i • ...--» . , 

obtainsa willing to abandon his territories in France and 
new parti- Germany without fome new attempt to recover 
them, in the moft humble manner lent to the 
1 allied kings propofals of peace, requesting them 
only to allow him a third fhare of the empire : 
at the fame time he befought them, to confidcr. 
the afts and will of their venerable grandfather 
Charlemagne, in conftituting the Imperial title, 
f * and the facred deftination of it by their lafe 
father: that furely it defcended to him, which 
if they admitted, he would add, that duly to 
maintain it would require fome additional ter- 
ritory. While he ftated thefc things, he con- 
cluded, that he was willing to negociate with 
them, on the bafis of any other terms which 
they fhould propofe. 

Such was the temper of the allied princes, 
that they could not refill a propofal, which ap~ 

4 Nithardi Hi(U lib. iv. 

peared 
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peared to them lb moderate and rtafonable. a. p. J4>* 
They relinquifhed their conqueft : they relin- v ^~'- r , 
quifhed the gift of the church, fo lately and 
folemnly conferred on them, and with all the 
ficklenefs of children invited Lothaire to a*per- 
fonal conference. At that conference they 
agreed to a truce from dm time (June) till 
O&ober, which afterwards they prolonged from 
time to time till the treaty was finifhed. They 
appointed each of them forty cornmiflioncrs, 
with full poweV to divide the whole empire into 
three equal parts, to .be affigned to the three 
princes by an inviolable treaty. When the 
commiffioners met, firft at Metz, and then at 
Coblentz, it was found, that not one of chem 
was fufficiently acquainted with the country, its 
limits, qualities, advantages and disadvantages, 
to enable them to form a juft divifion. They 
judged it more wife and equitable, therefore, to 
adjourn, till .they (hould obtain proper informa- 
tion on the fubjed', 

. They finally 'met in June at Verdun, and Treaty of 
agreed, that Lothaire, with the title of emperor, ^p^^j. 
(hould have all Italy, the, country between the 
Rhine and the Scheldt, with Hainault, Cam- 
bray, and all the countries eaft of the Mci^fe 
£nd the Rhone, and fouthwards to the Mediter- 
ranean fea $ thap Lewis fhould pofiefs all Ger- 
many eaft of the Rhine, with, the cities of 
Worms, Spires, and Mentz, with their terri- 
tories, to fupply him with wine, which Ger- 
many did not then produce ; and that Charles 

s Nithardi Hift. lib. iv. with which his hiftory ends. 

e 3 fhould 
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a. j> - «43* fliould reign folc mafter of France. Having 
V - - -1 ^- 1 folcrtnly declared their entire fatisfa&ion with 

this partition, they departed each to his refpec- 

tive dominions \ 

In the mean time, the emprefs Judith, one of 
% the chief caufes of all their diffenfions, but the 
indefatigable author of Charles's rife and great- 
nefs, died before this treaty was concluded. In 
the month of December A. D. 842, Charles 
married Hermentrude, the niece of Adelard, one 
of the moft political and powerful noblemen in 
France, by which his authority was confiderably 
increafed and extended. 

Pepin fub. Pepin, who was negle&ed'in the treaty of 
Aquitain as partition, endeavoured himfelt to iecure Aqui- 
Francc lo£ taln# After a fevere conteft, in which many of 
a. D.845, his friends were facrificed, he prevailed with 
Charles- to .confer that diftrift and government 
on him, not as a fovereign, but as a vaflfcl, de- 
pendent feudally on the king of France. 

During the abfence of Lothaire from Italy, 
Sergius II. had fucceeded pope Gregory IV., 
and, like feveral of his predeceffors, made no 
. acknowledgment to the emperor. Lewis, Lo- 
thaire's eldeft fon, was therefore difpatched to 
Rome to enquire into that negleft, to receive 
the ufual homage .of the Romans, and to de- 
mand the tribute due by the duke of Bene- 
vento. The numerous army which he carried 
with him, to fupport his authority, and to en- 

f Annal. Bertin. 

force 
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force thefe ends of his million, having proved a»p,^4? ; 
diforderly, offended the pope, and gave him " ~*~~* 
occafion, with dignity and firmnefs, to challenge 
the defign of his coming. , The young prince, 
feparated from his friends, in the church of Sr. 
Peter, with fhut doors, attacked in that manner 
fo unexpe&ed, was difconcerted : he affured his 
holinefs that he had no bad intention. His . 
apology and affurance were accepted : the doors 
of the church were opened : the prince was gra- 
tified with all the honours ufually paid to the 
emperor, "was crowned king of Lombardy, and 
obtained verbal fatisfadtion on the other fubje&s 
of his million. Tbe haughtinefs of the pope, 
and the general indifference of the Romans, and 
other Italian dates, on this occafion, (hewed 
how much thp weaknefs of Lewis the Mild, and 
the diflenfions of his fons, had diminifhed the 
refpeftof the holy fee, and of the Italians gene- 
rally, for the Carlovingian emperors T , 

The Normans, a general name of the nations 
who inhabited the regions north of the Baltic, 
had often infefted the coafts of France, even 
during the vigorous government of Charle- 
magne, The late domeftic contentions and \ 
civil wars rendered them now far more adven- 
turous and formidable. They entered the Seine, March. 
under the command of Regnier, with a hundred 
and twenty (hips. ' The people of Rouen were 
terrified, and opened their gates. Encouraged 
by this, they advanced fo Paris, and found ic 
abandoned. Charles propofed to attack them, 

7 Annales Bertinian. Anaftafiu$« 

e 4 but 
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a.b. S45, but was diffuaded through fear of the confe- 
T ~ 1 ' - r quences. The forces which he had aflembled 
on fo fliort a notice were comparatively few z 
his barons were not cordially united under him, 
nor zealous to ferve him : a defeat might have 
, proved fatal to the- kingdom. He paid the 
Normans feven thoufand pounds wdight of Gi- 
ver, with which he hoped to have redeemed 
France from their dominion.^, Prudent, as well 
as bold, Regnier accepted the ranfom, rather 
than venture to pufh the country to extremity, 
to roufe the people, and to ruin himfelf : h,e 
failed home, poomifing, as they ufually did on 
fuch occafions, never to return. But he gave 
fuch accounts to his countrymen, of his fuccefs, 
of the riches of France, and of the timidity of 
its inhabitants, as naturally induced them to 
fimiiar expeditions. 

Very different was the conduct of Lewis and 
his Germans. When Oricus, who is called 
king . of the Normans, failed up the Elbe with 
fix hundred (hips, he attacked, them with his 
Saxons, aqd entirely defeated them. 

The Saracens were formidable, though not 
for fo long a time, in Italy. They routed the 
army of Lewis, king of Lombardy : they in- 
vaded Beneventum, and even plundered Rome. 
A. D. 848. In returning to Spain, however, with their fa- 
criltgious booty, a ftorm arofe, and they gene- 
rally pcrifhed. This, with a victory gained 
over another Saracen army, by Lothaire next 
year, checked and overawed them. 

The 
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The diftra&ed ftate of the empire, and the a.d. 845. 
feeble adminiftration of Charles, gave encou- - '" -* 
ragement not only to foreign invafion, but to 
domcftic infubordination and rebellion. Some 
of the great feudal lords aimed at independence 
and foveniignty, each in his own dominions. 
Nomenoi, duke of Britannv, for feveral years re- 
fufed Charles homage. He even levied troops 
againft him, and defeated him. A temporary 
fubmiffion fufpended the war ; but it was finally 
terminated only by his death A. D. 851 8 . 

The nobles and clergy, the dukes, counts, 
great barons, bilhops, and abbots, of late be- 
came extremely ambitious : they were jealous 
of one another, and regardlefs of regal autho- 
rity. The princes fingly were often incapable 
of controlling thefe powerful fubjects, and of 
enforcing their fummons or commands. It 
feemed a wife policy therefore, to unite the 
whole force of the empire, when neceffary to 
compel feudal homage and fubje&ion. For this Treaty of 
purpofe, and for promoting the general peace M *™ M i 
and profperity of the empire, the three brothers ' ' * u 
held a conference at Marma, a palace near Thi- 
onville, in which they formed and enabled - 
feveral important regulations for fecuring the 
order and welfare of their dominions : that they 
fhould not interfere, any one, with the fubje&s 
bf another: that they fhould not conceal any 
thing to another's prejudice, nor prote£t an- 
other's fubjc&s who had fled from juftice : 
that they IhotJd unite their forces againit any 

* Annal. Bertin. Faldenf. Metenf. A. D. 845— S50. 

of 
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*• g* Jfo; of their fubje&s, or dependent ftatei, who re- 
belled, orrefufed them refpe&ively due homage 
and fubjedion % • . 

Formidable as fuch an union fee med, it was 
fcarcely fufficient to maintain the fubje&ion of 
fome haughty nobles. Gilbert a baron, and 
vaffal of the kingdom of France, clandeliinely 
^married a daughter of the emperor J^othaire, 
and carried her into Aquitain. Her father, fup- 
pofing that he wduld not have attempted an aft 
fo daring without the. countenance of his lord 
paramount, complained of it to Charles as a 
violation of their late treaty. The latter fatif- 
fied liim, that he* had not been privy to the mar- 
riage, and outrage on his family. The united 
power of both, however, was not able to appre- 
hend Gilbert, nor procure his condemnation j 
and, after fome time, they judged it neceffary to 
acquiefce, and to pardon him I0 . 

Such being their power (ingly, the union of 
feveral of them together would have rendered 
them ifrefiftible. ^his their own ambition,' 
jealoufies, and refentments, generally prevented. 
The clergy afted more cordially and uniformly 
as a body, and' were often fuccefsfully em* 
ployed to check and overawe the barons fingly ; 
yet their authority appeared feeble, when ic 
was oppofed by the power of the confederated 
nobles. * 

9- Annal. Bertin. Capital. Carol. Calvi, A. D. 85 1 ♦ 

10 Annal. Faldenf. 846. 
» 

Since 
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Since the time that Charles Martel feized a» a 84^ 
the church -lands, in aid of the war againft the contention 
Saracens, and conferred them as benefices on ofthe 
his officers and army, the clergy had often „o^ and 
murmured at the apparent injufticc then done 
to them : they confidered not,- that the war was 
undertaken to defend them*; that had it not 
been for his exertions, and thofe of his army 
then, the Chriftian church probably had not 
now exifted'; that he had facrifiqed a part for 
the whole, and had no other means , of ex- 
citing t and rewarding the zeal and valour of 
his troops : they embraced every opportunity, 
which feerried favourable, for claiming and 
recovering thefe benefices, as the patrimony 
of the church. Their influence, which was 
lately capable of dethroning and creating 
kings, feemed equal to the exertion requifitej 
on their part, for reftraining the rights and 
property of the church. • The feeble admini- 
ftration of Charles, his fofc temper, and ge- 
neral prejudice in their favour, all encouraged 
them nOw to make the, attempt. 

During the pre Pent tranquillity therefore, (for AftmMy. 
the kingdom was for fome years almoft un- a. d^m! 
difturbed by either civil or foreign wars,) an » 
afifembly was convened for this purpofe at Eper- 
nay. It being underftood that this fubjedt was 
. to be then difcuflcd, both nobles and clergy at- 
tended iu great numbers. 

The clergv demanded formally the reftora- 
tion of the church-lands, which had been in- 
yaded by Charles Martel, . and by other princes 

and 
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A.TX*4tf. an€ j no b]cs, when they had opportunity, fince 
that- time. The fubje<5l being fully heard arid 
difcufled, lyas referred to Charles. He admit- 
ted its importance, and on the whole was rather 
difpofed to gratify the clergy ; but he was fen- 
fible that his real dignity and power depended 
on the nobles. The one might in their corpo- 
rate capacity oftener fupport him in ordinary 
occurrences, and contribute to render him ge- 
nerally comfortable; but the other were the 
foundation of his regal exiftence, and in the 
prefent circumftances were not to be controlled. 
He was unwilling to difoblige the former, and 
to refufe them his fupport ; he durft not ven- 
ture, however, to denude the latter of the pro- 
perty which they had received from their 
fathers, by whatever title or caufe they originally 
acquired it. They were underftood tar hold 
it, as the reward of faithful, laborious, and 
often dangerous fervices to the church and ftate* 
tie prudently judged it more expedient for him 
to leave the matter to the joint decifion of the 
affembly ; and if, as was moft likely, they 
could not agree, to remain neutral. 

In farther difcuffing the fubjeft, the bifhops 
urged the original deftination of the territories 
which they claimed j the ftatutes or canons of 
divers councils, claiming the reftoration of thefe 
Jand§, according to that deftination ; and the 
nectffity and importance of maintaining the 
provifion and dignity of the church, for the 
fake of religion, and for the fubfiftence of the 
poor. 

The 
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Tbe nobles, on the other hand, treated with a.d. ttf., 
fcorn the ftatucesof the church, as oppofed to 
their interefts and right of inheritance. They 
admitted, that many of them held church-lands, 
however acquired, and as her vaffals paid her aa 
yearly feudal rent and homage : that they were 
liable and ready, when fummoned by her, to 
perform due military fervice : that they had 
fuffered much, and purchafed fome of their 
lands dear,' by the calamities which they had 
fuftained during the civil wars : neverthelefs 
they were (till cheerfully ready to expofe their 
lives and fortunes in the defence of both church 
and date. But if the reward of their fervice, if 
the means of their fubfiftence, Were ungeneroufly 
taken from them, the country and the church 
ttiuft be expofed, without proteftion, an eafy 
prey to any domeftic plunderer, or foreign in- 
vader: that it ill became the clergy thus perpe- 
tually to murmur, and now to attempt to ftrip 
them of their legal and well-earned property : 
that as the nobles did not intermeddle with 
their ecclefiaftical, fo neither mult the clergy 
intermeddle with their civil rights and ftate- 
affairs; that the lay proprietors, being the real 
ftrength and natural councilors of the (late, 
were entitled, if they fhould fee caufe, to exa- 
mine and annul any canons inimical to good 
order and peace : and that they would, by no 
means, fubmit implicitly, as had been lately 
too much fuppofed, to ecclefiafiical decrees. ' 
In token thac they were in earneft, they de- 
manded that the canons of the council of 
Meaux, of which they had heard unfavourable 
reports, fhould now- be fubmitted to them; 

and 
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A.p, J46; arid that they might infpedt them with more 
*""'"*-*•' freedom and leifure, they required the bifhojis 
and clergy to withdraw from this aflembly. 

This demand, which was nedeffarily fulfilled, 
excited oppofition and tumult. But epiftlts and 
. memorials, words, and ecclefiaftical menaces, 
availed not againft felf-iDtereft, accompanied 
with the ftrong arm of military power. The 
clergy fubmitted, and for a feafon their pride 
was humbled, and their arrogance and avarice 
were reftrained *\ 

ffM^rfen P £ace a °d good underftanding continued tt> 
a>d! 847. be promoted and cultivated, notwithftanding 
occafional differences among the three royal 
s brothers. They obfcrved that the concord and 
union of the empire, as well as their feveral in-' 
terefts and thofe of their families* depended 
much on the mode of fucceflion to the crown, 
which hitherto was never fufficiently regulated 
and determined. Both under the former and 
the prefent dynafties* the ions of the deceafed 
monarch were underftood to be equally his fuc- 
ceffors by law, if there was no particular defti- 
% nation by the father. This vague rule had re- 
peatedly broken down the empire by partitions 
. without end. It had been fometimes fet afide 
by reafons of expediency, and by violence. 
Charlemagne's rule, contained in his teftament, 
or charter of the divifion of the empire among 
his fons, was, that a fon, fuppofing but orle, 

" Concil. Gallor, torn. Hi. Hiricmari Epiftolse. An- 
aaLBertin. 

ought 
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Ought to fuccced his father, provided that the a. d. 847. 
people approved, and alfo elefted him. He '^*~ w ^ JJ - 
fuppofed the cafe of one fon : he did not fpecify 
any thing refpe&ing feniority, or a preference 
of one fon to another * and he leftjnuch in the 
Choice of the people. 

His leading idea was to prevent others, as K 

Uncles, from interfering with the inheritance of 
their nephew, on hisfather's deceafe, while he 
was yet a minor, wealc, and unprote&ed. This 
idea, adopted by the affembly of Merfen, was 
converted by them into a law; viz. that a 
kingdom ought to pafs in a direft line from 
father to fon, without being diverted by uncles, 
or others, from the legal heir *\ 

After a life of reftlefs and unfuccefsful artl- Death of 
bition, which had many years diftrafted the V*^* 
empire, Lothaire felt his end approaching. " ' ss * 
His confcience was troubled ; and if he re- 
flected ferioufly on his accountablenefs, there 
was abundant caufe to fear. The fuperftition 
of the times, however, taught him that the 
habit of a monk, and the cell of a monaftery, 
would fecure his admiflion td Heaven. He' 
made hafte, therefore, to ftrip himfelf of that 
royal pageantry which he once fo ardently de- 
fired. He made them carry him to the abbey 
of Prum, and there'took the vow and habit of a 
monk : trufting that this, voluntary humility, 
this religious place and habit, would expiate all 

• . ** Capitul. Carol, Calvi. Concil. Gallor* Art. 9. 
A. P. 847. 

lib 
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a. d. 855. his crimes* He died in the end of September 
A. D. 855*, in the 60th year of his age ; and, 
reckoning from his father's death, in the 15th 
year of his reign '*. 

Acceflion xhe empire of Charlemagne* already broken 

of his three .. f. i •• ° ir i 

font. by its partition among his grandions, became 

ftill more divided by the dHlribution of Lo- 
thaire's dominions among his three fons, Lewis, 
Lothaire, and Charles. The firft was already 
crowned, and in poflefiion of the kingdom of 
Lombardy, or, as we fhall now cail it more 
generally, of Italy. The. fecond received that 
part of Auftrafia direftly north from Italy, lying 
betwixt the Meufe and the Rhine,' a part of 
which retains ftill, from him and his father, the 
name of Lorraine I4 j and the third fucceeded to 
the eftates of Provence, of Dauphine, and a 
part of Burgundy, The two uncles faithfully 
executed the treaty of Merfen, allowed their 
nephews to enter peaceably on the poffeffion 
of their governments, and the people cordially 
welcomed them. 

Charles the Bald at the fame time conferred 
the title and authority of king of Aquitain on 
his fon Charles. The empire was thus govern- 
ed by a Lothaire, two Lewifes, and three 
Charlefes, We Ihall find fome difficulty to 
avoid confufion among fo many rulers of the 
fame names. 

13 Annates Bertin. ^Metenf. & Faldenf. Each of thefe 
authors mention a different day of his death* 

14 Lotharii Regnum, 

The' 
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The frequent changes, for .many years f in the a.p> >ss; 
government of Aquitain, rendered not only that cotkkacy 
people fickle and feditious, but communicated again* 
a turbulent fpirit to the neighbouring dates. JJjJ* 1 *• 
Britanny was always prone to infurrediion, and 
ambitious of independence. To the people of 
thefe ftates every adt of ad mini ft ration (eemed a 
grievance. They reprelented Charles, who ' 

often had occafion to chaftife them, as peevifti 
and vindifttve ; and they were difpoled to feize 
the firft favourable opportunity of fhewing'their - 
refentment. When he fummoned diem to 
arm, and to repel the Normans from the ifle of 
Oiflel, a few leagues below Rouen i$ , he was • 
aftonilhcd to learn that they were riling in arms* 
to execute a fcheme, deviled five years before* 
to dethrone him, and to confer his kingdom of 
France on his brother Lewis the king of Ger- 
many. His foft and unenterpriGng mind funk 
tinder the apprehenfion of this Confpiracy. In* 
ftead of that energy, promptitude, and boldnefe, 

ls The fituation of this iiland has occafioned no fmall 
controverfy. M. de Valois, P. P. Mabillon, Feiibien, 
Dubois, Daniel, Bouilland, Duple ffis, place it as ftated 
above* Mem. de I'Acad. torn. xx. 

M. 1' Abbe de Bceuf fays, " The Ifle of Oiflel was fmaller 
•' than that of the city of Paris, but three times longer, 
" being about 1500 toifes, or a mile and three quarters 
" En^Iifh, beginning oppofite to the village de la Chauf- 
" fee m the parifh of * Bougival, and reaching confider- 
'• ably below the machine of Marli." IbiicL torn. xx» 
p- 106 and 134* i 

' M. Balure places it near Melun. 

. M. Bonanfy takes it from de la Ohauffee, where M. !« 
Boeuf had fettled it, and reftores it to its fituation abov* 
mentioned, near Rouen. Mem. de I'Acad. 

VoXmH. f which 
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*.p. *55- which would have difconccrtcd their meafures, 
w ^ he encouraged them, and difpirited his friends, 
• by yielding to the partial current* 

He propofed a conference $ but they were 
determined. They fent two of their fa&ion 
with the offer of the crown of France to Lewis ; 
and they urged his immediate acceptance, and 
fpeedy march to fupport and accomplifh the re- 
volution. They reprefented Charles as un- 
' worthy to reign ; as incapable to defend them 
againft the Normans, who were ravaging the 
country in every directions as a tyrant, on 
whofe promife, and even path, they could have 
no dependence. Lewis felt, or affe&ed great 
concern and hcfitation. . His character and 
coriduft hitherto, compared to his brother's, 
Thccwwn have appeared to advantage.. With regret we 
efferedto fee him relinquifliing the path of fimplicity 
and re&itSucle, to encourage and head confpi- 
rators againft a brother, and long his fteadfaft 
ally againft Lothaire. As a native of France, 
he faid, he was interefted in its welfare j but as 
the brother of Charles, it feemed unbecoming 
in him to encourage any plan injurious to his 
government, At the fame time he added, that 
he ifrould fub'mit to the judgment of others, and 
without delay would advife with his minifters. 
His minifters,. it is obferved, knew his inclina- 
tions, and encouraged them. They advifed 
him to refcue Fraijce from its oppreffors ; reli- 
gibn from the power of infidels > and the king- 
dom of France from: falling under the yoke of 
the Saracens and Normans. 



Lewis of 

German/, 



Weaker 
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Weaker arguments were fufficie^t to impel a A>ajsj> 
a willing mind. Lewis marched with a great chvksfr 
army ; encamped near Sens j fent for the arch- 
bifhop of that diocefe, and prevailed with him 
to affemble the clergy for the purpofc of d<!- 
pofing Charles. . The archbifhop obeyed : the 
clergy convened ; and after deliberation, and 
finding juft caufe of procedure againft Charles, 
they fokmnly depofed him. 

Had Lewis continued to purfuc the degraded 
monarch,' now fo defcrted and forlorn* he might 
have fecured the kingdom, and firiifhed the war s 
but he loft time in holding councils, in con* 
fulting the clergy, and. in bellowing rewards. 
From the total defertion of his brother, he be- 
lieved the country gained, and no farther a&ivity 
neceffary. In a Ihort time, however, difap- 
pointmentS, jealoufies, various difcontents arofe. 
Ttie conduA of Lewis was not more univer- 
sally farisfadtory than that of Charles, The 
friends of the latter recovered fropi their con- 
firmation 2 they were readily joined by all the 
diflatisfied and fickle of the oppofite party. 
Some of theni employed the arts of duplicity, 
too frequent in crooked fyftems of policy, to 
"undermine and overthrow the power of Lewis 
in France 16 . 

They ; jpined his party, infinuated themfelves 
into his, favour, and reprefented to him that his 
German troops were no longer neceffary : that 
their difpofuion tp plunder, which they often 

■• Annal. Fuldcnf. 858. 

Fa indulged, 
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a-!>. t & indulged, might four the temper of the inha- 
%mmm + mm * bitants, *nd excite infurre&ions * and that their 
difmiffion muft increafe the general gratitude 
and attachment of the French people to him. 
He liftened to this counfel, and left himfelf cx- 
pofed among a people, overawed, but not firm- 
ly nbr generally united to him* The tide fud- 
dcnly turned. Companion, ambition, fanguine 
hope, all co-operated in- favour of Charles. 
The neceffary abfence of the ufurper a few 
months in his Germart dominions, facilitated 
the revolution. As foon almoft as he left 
lireAorcd. France, the people of that kingdom returned 
*• *>• S5S. as ^ nc man ^ an ^ f wore a n C gi a nce to Charles. 

New treaties were formed by 'thefe princes* 
new oaths were taken by them, to abftain mu- 
tually, in future, from all interference and vio- 
lence i but both of them were unprincipled, and 
were regulated more by momentary feelings 
and immediate intereft, than by oaths and 
treaties. 

Every revolution produced fome change on 
the tenure of property, and increafed the feu- 
dal ariftocracy. Political favours were necef- 
farily purchased and rewarded : new benefices 
were conferred, or converted intp perpetuity: 
offices were made hereditary : great lordfhips 
were augmented with additional offices or terri- 
tories 5 and every fuch gift as ncccfTarily ex- 
hauftcd the ftock of the giver, diminifhed the 
territories, influence, and authority of the 
crown. 

The 
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The ufurpations 'and power of the church in- a» p. t|t. 
ereafed by fimilar means. The- clergy were L J 
fufficicntly (harp to obferve, and aftive to take 
advantage of, the follies, the vices, the jca- 
loufics, and contentions of both princes and 
nobles. They refolvcd in the council of Sa- 
voniercs, A. D. 859, to corre<fl kings, nobles, 
and people committed to their charge, and to 
hold frcquen^ councils for this end ; and in the 
council of Toul the following year, afluming a . 
fuperiruendence of the civil power, they re- 
folvcd to chaftifc the judges if they did not duly 
adminiftcr juftice to the people. 

The ambition and influence, not only of the 
French clergy, but of the pope, were greatly 
flattered and incrcafed by theXcontention which 
arofc from Lothaire king of Lorrain's divorce of 
his queen Theutberge. Being accufed by the 
king her hufband ofinceft with her own brother, 
fhe both confeffed and denied, as (he happened ' 
to be intimidated or encouraged and proteft- 
ed. She appears to have befcn weak and fooli(h 9 
and her licentious hufbind wanted to be relieved 
from her, in order to marry Waldrade his 
xni^refs. Gunthcr, archbifhop of Cologne, 
whether convinced himfelf or not, perfuaded 
his brethren^ the clergy, that Theutberge was 
guilty. , In the council of Aix-lavChapcll$> 
A. D. 86p f they divorced her ; and the council a.d. S6e 
of Aix, two years after, granted Lothaire per- 
mifllon to marry anpther woman ; and he mar* 
ried Waldrade. 

• > 

- ? 3 Theut- 
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*>p* S6*. Theutberge's friends appealed to Rome. 
^ " ^ After various enquiry, pope Nicolas annulled 
the decrees of the councils held on this fubjedt ; 
depofed Gunther, by whofe artifices thefe coun- 
cils had been corrupted and over-ruled j and : 
threatened Lothaire with excommunication, un- 
lefs he difmifled Waldrade, and reftored Theut- 
bergc. The prince was intimidated, and for a 
feafon obeyed : but the paflion of love, more 
fteadily powerful than that of fear, refumed its 
influence, and replaced its objed. Theut- 
berge, on this, fled to Charles the Bald. He 
countenanced her, and concurred with her in a 
memorial to the pope. A fentence of excom- 
munication was about to be iflued ag^iuft the 
guilty prince, which in thofe tinpes would have 
reduced him to. a ftate the moft deplorable, 
when pope Nicolas died. His fucceffor, 
Adrian II. wasjmpofed on. Lothaire, having 
ev?n obtained from h\a\ the holy facrament* in 
Dctfhof teftimony of his< innocence, was feized with'a 
iwrainc, mortal difeafe, as a divine punilhmcnt, it was 
t th A«j. thought, of his perjury, and died within the 
year *\ - - 

-His brother Charles, the king. of Provence 
and Burgundy, having alfo died, both without 
children, their dominions fell legally to Lewisi 
king of Italy, and emperor, Charles the Bald t 
however, enjoying the favour of the clergy* ob- 
tained Lorraine by their influence, and after-' 
wards divided it with his brother Lewis, king of 

17 Anna!. Metenf. B64— 869, Hincmar de Divort, 
Theutbergae. 

Germany, 
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Germany. The pope, who favoured the em- a.d. 86^. 
peror, and was now accuftomed to intermeddle q_ w J . 
in the civil as well as ecclefiaftical affairs of 
France, reprefented their partition of Lorrain as 
unjuft, and unbecoming their relation and duty 
to their nephew. He threatened them with interfe- 
excommunication, and prohibited, the French JS*p<^ia 
bifliops, and particularly Hincmar, at their the puti- , 
peril, from countenancing, by any means, that JS^o* 
ufurpation. 

^Hincmar, by appointment of his fovcreign, 
wrote the pope a fp'iritcd anfwer, That it, had 
not been cuftomary for the pope, nor was it his * 
duty, to interfere in the civil affairs of France : - 
that Charles the kipg, being no heretic, but a 
refpe&ful and obedient fon of the church, did 
not deferve to be threatened with excommuni- 
cation, nor to be branded by his holinefs with 
impertinent names : that the clergy and people, 
of France, however refpe&ful to the holy 
fee in matter* ecclefiaftical, would certainly 
treat with juft negleft any attempt to cxtepd 
the papal jurifdi&ion and authority over their 
civil government. A remonftrance fo animated 
and refolute, was calculated to give a ieafon- 
able check to the extravagant pretentions of 
the church of Rome ". 

But a fettled plan of ambition is not eafily 
fruftrated. Charles the Bald having four fons, 
of whom Charles and Lothaire were dead, 
Jucwis was crowned king of Aqu^^n * and i;o 

11 Hincmari Epiftol* ad Adrian. 

- ■ • ' • F4 - prevent 
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ad. S6 9 . prevent the farther difmemberment of France, 
u w ' L ^ Carloman was deftined to the fervice of reli- 
gion, and placed id a monaftcrv. A fa&inn, 
deeming him a fit tool for. their feditious 
views, refcued him from a monadic confine- 
ment, placed him at their head as a prince 
whom they meant to enthrone, and proceeded 
to ravage the country. They were foon^diC 
perfed ; and he being apprehended, was put in 
prifon. He made his efcape, and raifed the 
ftandard of rebellion. His father difpoffefled 
him of all the abbacies and property which he 
had conferred on him, utterly difinherited him, 
and procured from the church his excommuni- 
cation. Carloman wrote a plaintive letter to 
the pope, who eagerly grafped the opportunity 
of again intermeddling with the French govern- 
ment. But he intcrpofed too warmly and too 
haughtily in his favour. Charles, too, felt in 
his ptefent circumftances a fupport from both 
clergy and nobles, and a fpirit of independence, 
which refented the officioufnefs of the Roman 
pontiff; and pofnively reje&ed his interceflions 
for Carloman ' 9 . 

Dtathof The death", however, of the emperor Lewis 

% w, A^uft w ^ thout children, required Charles to moderate 
a.*d. 875. his refentment, and rather to court than to of- 
fend the pope. * The emperor's. legal heir was 
Lewis of Germany, his cldeft uncle, who forc- 
fteing the event, was preparing prudently for 
the fucceffion. He fecured the favour of the 
emprefs and her friends in Italy, and formed 

1 • Epift. Adrian. Annal. Bertin. & Metenf. 
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an alliance with Bafil, emperor of Conftafiti- A - p - » 7S» 
nople, whole fleet and army he expc&cd in the IJ ~"^ 
neighbourhood co fupport him. 

But Charles the Bald was more artful and 
aftive. He gained the clergy and nobles : he 
flattered the pope: he aflembled a powerful 
army on the frontiers of Italy. As foon as he 
heard that the emperor was dead, he marched 
into that kingdom ; and, from the ample and 
prompt prote&ion which he afforded his friends, 
difpofed and encouraged them to declare openly 
in his favour. He defeated one German army 
which was too lately oppofed to him. By that 
low cunning which generally charadterifed him, 
he prevailed with his brother to withdraw an- 
other more powerful army, until, he laid, as 
became brethren, they ihould fettle the fubjeft 
of their difference by negociation. Taking ad- 
vantage of # the armiftice, he went perfonally to 
Rome, and was crowned emperor by the 
pope 10 . 

One hiltorian only affirms that he purchafed 
this gift by the ceflion to the holy fee, of the ' 

fovereignty of Bcnrvchco, the duchy of Spo- 
letto, and its dependencies; and by renouncing * 
for ever the rbiu of homage and acknowledge- 
ment by the pope, on ftis cle&ion, and before 
his inftalment, claimed hitherto by the empe- 
rprs* 1 . 

Charles 

*° A&a Concil. Pontigon. Annal. Fuldenf. & Mctenf. 

ai Eutropius Prefbyter Longobard. The author of the 

Annal. Meteni*. in confirmation of this, fays, •' Datis 

* { Joamri, 



crowned 
emperor* 
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a. p. S75. Charles certainly condefceoded to receive the 

CharieTthe I m P e " a l tide as a papal gift, in a manner cal- 
?4td culated ro aggrandize extremely the papal pride. 

"""" A u We have judged t you," faid the ambitious 
and haughty pontiff, "worthy of the .Imperial 
« 4 fceptre : we have exalted you to the dignity 
'* and power of empire : we have honoured 
« you with the title of Auguftus *\" 

John VIII. embraced this opportunity far- 
ther to perfuade Charles, that the mod effe&ual 
way of humbling the clergy, fo often trouble* 
fomc to him, would be to maintain a papal le- 
gate always at his court, to pre fide in great na- 
tional councils, to whom appeals might be com- 
petent, inftead of being brought to Rome, and 
to whom all litigated, matters, civil and ecclefi- 
aftical, might be fubmktcd. The obfequious 
monarch* meanly acquiefced $ and Anfegife, 
archbilhop of Sens, was nominated to that high 
office. But the fpirit of the French prelates 
rofe indignant againft this renewed attempt to 
fubjeft them abfolutefy to a foreign yoke. 
Charles unwifcly tried to reconcile them to it : 
with great tendernefs to Anftgifc, yet with be- 
coming firmnefs, they perfifted in maintaining 
the liberty of the Gallican church. 



" Joanni, & Romanis magnls muncribus imperator cre- 
" atiir." The author ot the Annal. Fuldtnl. uies tiie 
phraie " Mere Jugurthino corrupit " 

** A pud Labbeum, torn. ix. p. 295. 



Meap 
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Mean time Lewis, difappointcd in It^Iy* ^ *>• fc* 
made reprifals on France. The pope threat- , -'~-~*- r 
ened hjm, and endeavoured to perfuade hjm to 
defift, and to fubmit to hicn the fubjeft of 
their qaarrel. His army was defeated by the £"j! ,or 
French ; and he died foon after at Frankfort, king of 
on the 27th Auguft, A. D. 876. Sd^i. 

Even before his father's death, Lewis difco- 
vercd more found judgment and moderation 
than his brethren. His chara&cr fuffcred chiefly 
by his invafion of France at the head of a ge- 
neral confpiracy, which dethroned his ally and 
brother. That error was immediately punjflic^ 
by his fudden and difgraccful cxpulfion,. and by 
the unanimous restoration of Charles. Botji 
brothers appear weak and foolifh, deftitute 
almoft of generous affcdHons, and unreftraincd 
by any proper and fteady fenfc of moral obliga- 
lion. Treaties and truth generally were vio* 
,lated by them, whenever they interfered with 
their felfifli views, or pcrfonal huereft. 

The three fons of Lewis fuccecded quietly to 
the territories allotted them by their' father: 
Carloman, the eldeft, to Bavaria, Bohemia 
Carinthia, Sclavonia : Lewis to Francbnia, 
Saxony, and fome cities on the Rhine : Charles 
to Alemagne, extending along the Maine and 
to the Alps. The firft was called king of Ba- 
varia; the fecond, of Germany; and the third, 
of Alemagne. The emperor's ambition and 
avarice increafed, as is ufual, by gratification. 
He coveted that part of Lorraine which, by a 
late treaty, he had ceded to his brother. He 

firft 
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A. p. «76. firft tried to feduce the people, and then march- 
^ ' u ~ ed with an army to fijbduc them. 'His nephew 
Lewis, to whom that country belonged, remon- 
ftratedj and finding remonftrance ineffe&ual, 
raifed an army, marched againft his uncle, and 
defeated him. A great' number of the French 
was (lain; and the emperor, almoft deferred, 
was forced to fly for his life. > 

The lofs of bis army on this pecafion, 
changed the general djfpofitions of the people. 
His pride and oftentation, in confequf nee of his 
imperial rank, and the infolencc and boafting 
with which he marched to attack Lorraine, dif- 
gufted his very friends, who now in his adver- 
fity defpifed him. He had carried the emprels 
with him, to witnefs his fuccefs and triumph. 
Her flight, terror, and fatigue produced a dan- 
gerous abortion. She feemed nowhere in a 
place of fafety. The Normans were advancing 
in great force up the Seine : the Saracens "in- 
vaded Italy. The king of Bavaria co-operated 
with his brother of Germany to facilitate the 
progrefs of his arms in. France. Anxiety, and 
, the fatigue of attempting to oppofe fo many 
chtfk*°th# cnexT) i cs > brought a fever on Charles, of which 
Bald, he died at Brio$, near Mount Canls, in the 
a%**1* 54 th > car °f his a gc, and 38th of his reign, 
* ' l7m Odober 6th, A.D. 877 V. .-■■■■" 

* 3 Anna!. Bertin. The ftory of p<$bn jriven him by 
his phyiician feems unfounded. Anxiety and much fatigiie 
were cauijes fufneient to account Tor his deatlj. 
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SECT. lit. 

Hiftory of France under the Reigns of LRWiS IL t 
Lewis III, and Carloman, Charles UL % and 
Eudes, or OTfiQpfrom A. D. 877 to A.D. 892. . 

ft hari.es left but one fon, Lewis, called, on a. 0.877. 
^ account of fome defcdt in his fpecch, the &„£&/ 
Stammerer. The times required an altive Stammerer, 
mind, and a vigorous government. Bodily in- 
firmity rendered him incapable of mental ap- 
plication, .and of aftive purfuit. . He devifed 
no political, plan : he engaged in no entcrprife. > 

His reign was lhortand turbulent. Feeling no 
fupreme reftraint, the nobles did every one a$ 
feemed good in his own eyes. 

His predeceflbrs, by their liberality, had not 
only increafed the number, but augmented, to a 
dangerous extent, the power of the nobles. In- 
Head of the war-horfe and the fword, the fimple 
prefent which the ancient princes bellowed on 
their adherents, the late kings conferred on their 
friends, large eftates, or the government, not of 
a fmall cattle, but of a whole county or pro* 
yince \ and (hey granted them, not for a fcafon, 
during pleafiire, or for life, but in perpetuity. 
Thus they raifed up and eftablilhcd many fove- 
rcighties, dependent nominally on the crown, 
but able in facfl fingly to refift and control < 

the royal power. Such was their power, that 
they fometimes demanded and extorted exfen- 

five 
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a.d. «77» five governments and the higheft offices* On 
v * -" fomc occafions thefe governments and offices 
were expofed to the higheft bidder, or were 
feized and poffefled by v the flrongeft arm* 
Under the late reigns, the feudal fyftem, which 
the Merovingian princes had planted, arid which 
Charltemaghe had fefmewhat 'ftimted, tttts nou- 
riftied, 4nd advanced faft towards thkWrity. # The 

Sreftnt. reign favoured its growth,;. and by re- 
ioving all reftraint, began to ( fhe*#, frbm th£ 
confequent WiHnefs and diforder; the n'ecteffity 
of foifne faitable regulations anid fyftiprn; The 
principles and progrefs of that fy ffem will fall 
t6 be ftated more properly in the third Chapter 
on Government, 

2S*u£\ The diforders of Italjr, and ihe flight 6f the 
puacy# Jjope into Frande, furnifh the only other in* 
tcrefting fadts during this reign. Lambert, fon 
of Guidoor Wide, duke of Spoletto, truftiogto 
his.dittariee from the' feat tof government in 
fcrante, and to the feeblencfs of the reigning 
prince, prerutfied, without any apparent title, 
to afpire to the imperial crown. Countenanced 
and Supported by Albert marquis of Tufcany, 
he collefted an army, and marched to Rome; 
Tohn, the reigning pope, declining to gratify 
his ambition, was feized and imprttbned by 
him. Finding that pontiff firm and undifmayed, 
and that his attempt muft ultimately fail, he 
again relcafed him 5 and pretending that he 
ifted not for himfelf, but for Carloman king of 
Bavaria, demanded and received, ih the name 
of thkt jprince, the homage of the Romans. 
As foon 1 as the pope recovered his liberty, faW 

the 
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fee diforderly ftate of Rome, and the danger A»g»jw 
to which he was expofed, amidft the general * 
anarchy now prevalent in Italy, he efcaped, 
with his moft valuable e(ftfts, on Qiipboard, 
went by the I'ufcan fea to France, and refided 
at the court of Lewis, chiefly in Troyes, about 
a year*. 

From the firm attachment which he had 
Ihewn to Lewis, in oppofition to other pre- 
tenders, he hoped to jecure his favour, and 
fuch aid and privileges as he was difpofed to 
afk. He had no doubt, particularly, that he 
fhould prevail with him to march a powerful 
army into Italy, to reduce or difperfc all his 
enemies, both foreign and domeftic. He was 
received with all poffible refpett; He confe- 
crated Lewis king of France, but referved his 
un&ion as emperor, till he came perfonally 
to Rome. 

He foon faw, however, with his own eyesi 
the inGgnificance of this fickle prince : that he 
was mild, indeed, and fimple, but weak and in- 
active. Early, and contrary to his father's will, 
he had married Anfegarde, of a noble family in 
Britanny. At his father's defire, he repudiated 
her, and married Adelaide : but though ear- 
neftly folicited, thq pope refufed to crown her 
queen, confidcring her illegitimate, Anfegarde 
fieing probaibly ilill alive. He feems to have 
been determined in this rcfufrl by Bofon, duke 
of Lombardy and Provence, whdfe daughter 

1 Annal. Bertin. Sc Fuldenf. 877, 878. 

was 
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a. a tji. was betrothed to Carloman, foil of Lewis by 
v ~u~"- r Anfegarde. tiofon appeared to the pope the only 
pcrfon ajmoft: worthy of his refpeft in France, 
and the only one who could afford him pro- 
tection, and a fafc -cortduft back to Italy and td. 
Rome. Bofon's fifter was married to the late 
emperor Charles : he was himfelf married to 
Hermcngarde, daughter of the emperor Lewis, 
and had been inverted with the vice-royalty of 
Italy. Tlttfe alliances and offices, and now his 
influence with the pope, infpifed him with fu- 
preme ambition. He aimed, in the firft place, 
at being king of Italy, and oppofed an army, 
with this view, againft the king of Bavaria; 
but being defeated and humbled, he was driven 
back within flic confines of his government in 
France. 

Treaty of The only memorable afl of Lewis, which 
^oron,near ^ffeQ.^ t k c political ftate of France during hi* 
Chapeiie. jfo or t reign of a year and a half, was the treaty of 
Foron. By^that treaty he and his coufin Lewis, 
king of Germany, agreed to divide betwixt t&em 
the kingdom of Lorraine, in the fame manner 
as Charles the Bald and Lewis his brother had 
done. They refolved to leave Italy undivided 
as it was, till a more favourable opportunity % 
and became bound, whoever furvived the other, 
to guarantee the dominions of the deccafed tgr 
jhxs Children \ 

Lewis IL died foon after this treaty, April 
A. D. 879, leaving two fons, Lewis and Carlo*. 

•Annal. Benin. 878. Ad. ConciL Gallos. 
• ■ ' man. 
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man by Anfegarde* aird a pofthumous child, a. d. jy». 
Charles thf Simple^ by Adelaide. ' • • 

Lewis III. and Carloman* 

Bofon's relation to the young princes, an4 
efpecially to Carloman, now married to his 
daughter, engaged him in their intereft. Op- 
pafed to him, and influenced by motives of re- 
fentment and ambition, was the abbe Gofelin, 
fupported by Conrad count of Paris, who, with 
fome others, invited Lewis, king of Germany, 
into France, to prevent, they fai'd, all the evils 
of a minority, and to unite the kingdoms in one 
great empire* 

The king of Germany poflefled neither^ fufH- P^ 1111 ** 
cient virtue to refufe this offer, whit:h, by the IWK 
treaty of Foron,he was bound to do, nor fuffi- 
cicnt vigour to proceed with them in the cxe- 
'cution to the full extent of their plan. He en- 
tered, at firft, zealoufly into their views* all 
fgrftblcd an army, 'and marched as far as Ver- 
dun. There he halted, till he felt the general 
pulfc of the people. His expeditions of wel- 
come were probably difappointefl : his foldicrs 
became diforderly, plundered the country, and 
irritated the people. A negociation was pro- 
pofed by the oppofite party, which the gentte* 
tempered Lewis preferred to war and blood-. 
fhed. \ ■ 

Bofpn afted, on this occaiion, with great 

moderation. There is no doubt that he was 

vol. u. o determined 
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*• p y 8 79; determined to refift the fa&ion of Gofelin ; and 
fuch was the ftreflgth of his party, that he 'might 
'have been able to repel the German army. 
But thfr queftibn was, whether it was prefer- 
able to terminate the conteft by force or by 
treaty. Rather than deluge the country with 
blood, and run the hazard finally of lofing it 
all, he offered one-half of Lorrain to the Icing 
of Germany if he would now retire, and gua- 
rantee the -remainder of France to his young 
friends, Lewi's and Carloman. This offer was 
readily accepted, and the abbe Gofejin and his 
faftion were abandoned. They renewed their 
intreaties, indeed; and through the interceflion 
of Lutgarde, Lewis's queen, th'ey prevailed with 
him once more to march towards France, He 
only fhewed his inconftancy and weaknefs. 
His brother's illnefs diverted him into Bava- 
• ria ; and in the mean time,, the loyalifts in- 
creafing in numbers and courage, effected the 
coronation coronation of Lewis and Carioman, the former 
princes* of whom was now fixteen years of age. 

Senfible, probably, of the inconveniency of 
dividing the kingdom, thdr father had difponed 
the whole to Lewis ; but Bofon perfuaded their 
friends to grant a portion of it to Carloman his 
fon T in-law. The difficulty of fettling that (hare 
was the chief caufe of fo long delaying the coro- 
nation. Other$ propofed, at the fame time, to 
affign fome territory to Gharles, the pofthumous 
fon of Lewis ■ by Adelaide ; but this propofel 
was over-ruled. The kingdom of Lewis ex- 
tended from the Mofelle to the Loire: Bur- 
gundy and Aquitain were given to Carloman. 

Provence, 



i^ 
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Provence, Dauphirie, Savoy, Franche Comte, * » -'i 7 * ' 
part of Burgundy, and Languedoc, were un- Kingdom 
appropriated in this divifion * being deftined, of *">- 
by Bblbn's friends, as an independent fove- 
fetgnty, of which he was to be the king. His 
pliant temper, his courteous manners, his £&i- 
vity, and plaufiblc attentions 4 to the interefts of 
the young princes, and, generally, of the king- 
dom* rendered him popular, and highly re* 
fpe&abl<p. His friends fuggefted every where, 
that the Carlovihgian family were on the de- 
cline, incapable of either governing or defend- 
ing their dominions : t that the two princes, beings 
amply provided in Neuftria and Aquitaio, 
needed fome powerful friend, inverted with 
fovereignty, to counfel and protect them : 'that 
Provence had formerly been an independent 
fovereignty, enjoyed laws and cuftoms of its 
own, and ought now again to be erefted into a 
Jeparate kingdom : that it were more honour- ' 
able, they faid, to the clerpy and nobles of 
thefe dates, to confer royalty on, fome one 
worthy of their choice, than to bow before the 
throne of two inexperienced and feeble youths ; 
and who was more worthy to receive that high 
honour from them than the. illuftrious Bofon, 
brother-in-law of one emperor, fon-in-law of 
another^ and father-in-law to one of the reign- 
ing princes, and whofc prudence, whofe va- 
lour, whole mild and happy government they 
had already experienced in a fubordinate ca- 
pacity ? In a word, that he was one of the 
moft refpe&ablc of the nobles of France, highly 
favoured by the late emperor, and juftly efteemed 

G.2 worthy 
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a.p. s 7 », worthy of fupremc power by th* reigning pope. 

" ' Thefe arguments were accompanied, as cir- 

cumftances required, with prefents and in- 

' . K ' treaties, with promifes and threatenings. In 
the affembly of Mante, in the territory of 
Vienne, Bofon was unanimouGy elefted king ; 
and an addrefs was immediately drawn up and 
fent to him, intreating him to accept of the 

kingdom of Provence. 

« • 

Bofon The coronation of Bofon roufed the indigna* 

wnt'of " t * on °f l ^ e anc > cnt nobles and Carlovingian 
Provtnccj princes. Carloman, the Jcingof Bavaria, hav- 
^^879. ing died of a palfy, without children, was fuc- 
ceeded by his brother Lewis, king of Germany : 
Arnulph, an illegitimate, fon, got Carinthia : 
and Charles the Fat, king of Alemagne, re- 
ceived Lombardy or Italy. Thefe all united in 
,a.d. sto. i folerfln league to difpoffefs Bofon, jlo defend 
the empire againft the Saracens and Normans, 
and to reftore it to its former energy and 
fplendour. 

Animated by their common intereft, and with 
the defire of military glory, they marched 
againft the enemy, both foreign and domeftic, 
and fought with various fuccefs* but in the 
courfe of two years they had neither expelled 
the Normans, nor made any deep imprcflion on 
Provence, 

Death of . Mean time Lewis king of Germany, and 

a.d!'8Si. Lewis king of Franpe, died without iffuc * the 

former A. D< ?8i, the Jatter in Auguft A. D. 

882. 
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882. Charles the Fat fucceeded the one, and A - P- ***; 
Clrloman the other *. Carloman furvived ' ^ 
about two years, without performing any aft, 
or occafioning any political change worthy of 
record, and died of a wound which he received P* a , th °* 

. f , «... larloman. 

by accident in hunting. a. d. 884. 

Charles III. the Fat. 

. Charles IIL, who now fucceeded to tKe empire 
of France and Germany, and was confccratcd 
emperofby the pope, reigned hitherto in Ale- 
magne, little known from the time of his 
father's death. His temper and talents were 
more, fuited to a private than ji public fta- 
tion. His imbcciUity be came more confpicuous 
by his advancement. With even moderate 
abilities he might have united the vaft force of 
the empire, crufhed his domeftic, and expelled 
his foreign, foes 5 but, weak and cowardly, he 
avoided the. very appearance of pcrfonal dan- 
ger, and was incapable of a^ny exertion* calcu- 
lated either to encourage his lubje&s, or to 
refift and fcatter his enemies. 

France had little or no intercourfe, at this 
time, with the other kingdoms of Europe. Al- 
fred was fufficiently. occupied with compacting 
and improving his own kingdom, England : 
Scotland had to contend with the Danes and 

* The Annates Bertin. end with this year 882. The 
want of them is the more felt, that they contained more, 
both fads and obfervations, than thofe of Metz and 
Fulda.- 

o 3 Irilh : 
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a. p- 8»4- Irifli : Spain was agitated by the wars of the 
^ ~ w "'~* Moors and Chriftians. Under Alphonfo the 
Great,, the latter were rapidly extending their 
dominions. All the kingdoms of Europe, in 
their turn, whofc rivers rendered them accef- 
fible from the ocean, were vifited and diftrcfled 
by the plundering fleets of the Normans, 

The Nor- * They had infulted the coafts of France, even 
mans# under the* government of Charlemagne j and 
fincc that time, every year their daring invafions 
formed a large article in the ancient chronicles of 
that country: now they filled its rivers oh 
every fide with their fleets, levied great contri- 
butions from its timid inhabitants and defpicable 
tnonarchs, and were only encouraged by the 
vaft fpoil or ranfom which they received on 
quitting one river to fail up another. 

' They obtained their name from their north- 
ern fituation on the globe. 'The ancient Scan- 
dinavia, including Depmark, was their native 
country. Their refidence on the coafts of the 
German and Baltic feas accuftomed them, from/ 
their infancy, to handle the oar and to trim the 
fails. Their large forefts fupplied them with 
abundance of timber to build their barques. 
They had no arcs nor manufactures to occupy 
them at home, pioportioned to the increafe of 
their population. Thcii* climate rendered them 
hardy : experience and fuccefs made them 
brave, fkilful, and enterprifing. Like their 
more eaftern countrymen, who invaded the 
Roman empire, they poured from their cold, and 
barren regions along the coafts of the warmer 

and 
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.'and more fertile kingdoms of Europe, pro- A « a **4» 
x cured their fubfiftence and wealth by plunder 
and violence, and feemed more intent on the 
fpoil which they carried home to their native 
country, than on colonifing or fecuring a fettled 
and more favourable refidence. Each of their' 
barques, or Urge boats, (for (hips they can 
fcarccly be called,) might contain from fifty to 
one hundred and fifty men, with their provifions 
of bread, water, probably fome beer, common 
among all the northern nations, cheefe, and as 
much flelh as they could procure or prefer ve. 

In the year 864 they failed up the Rhine as 
far as Cologne, flaughtcred many of the inha- 
bitants, burnt their towns, and having robbed 
the country of its cattle and other property, of 
their own accord retired. 

Next year they penetrated by the Loire into 
the very heart of France, beyond Orleans; 
plundering and burning cities and villages, 
churches and monafteries* as they afcended 
and defcended the river. 

Four years after, Charles the Bald paid them 
four thoufand pounds Weight of filver to leave 
the kingdom. This fum he levied by two in. 
italmems, arid at ra;es proportioned fomewhat 
"to the rank of the nobles, clergy, merchants, 
freemen, and flaves \ 

* In 

* Karolus, A. D. 869, cum Nortmannis in quatuor 
millium libris argenti ad penfam eorunx- pacifcirur : & 
indicia per rcgnum fuum colle&ione ad idem exfolven- 

c 4 dum 



•8 HISTORY OF FRANCE. Book If. 

*'J^* % + In the . following years they ravaged the 
~~ ' kingdom in every dire&ion ; but chiefly by the 
Scheldt, the Sommc, the Seine, and the Loire. 
In one battle, which the jr fought with the French 
army under Carloman A. D. 883, a thoufand 
of them were flajn ; butinftead of being intimi- 
dated, they feemed rather to increafe in number 
and violence. They Slaughtered the peaceable 
inhabitants, or carried them captives, burnt the 
churches, ruined the cities. On their depart* 
tire, the ftreets were covered with the dead 
bodies of nobles, clergy, women, youths, and 
infants. Ever/ road over the country was 
ftrewed with corpfes. Terror feized the fur- 
viving inhabitants. An afiembly being held* to 
deliberate on the means of their common fafcty, 
they fent a Dane, who had been converted to 
Chriftianity and naturalized in France, to treat 
with his countrymen, and to purchafc peace at 
any price. With much difficulty and delay he 
prevailed with them for twelve thoufand pounds 
of Giver, (for which hQftagcs were given till pay- 



f dujn tributum: de unoquoque manfo mgenuili exi-, 
guntur ffcx denarii, & c}e fervili tres, & de accolis unus, 
& de hofpitibus duobus unus, & decima de omnibus 
quae negociatores videbantur habere. Sed & a pre (by- 
teris fecundum quod unufquifque hatuit vedtfgal exigi- 
tur, & her.banni de omnibus Francis accipiuntur. Inde 
de unoquoque manfo tarn irigenuiJi, quam et fervili 
unus deDarius fumitur. Et demum per duas vices juxta 
quod unufquifque regni primorum de honoribus habuit 
cofijedhim tarn in argento, quam in vino ad penfum 
quod ipfis Nortmannis pactum fuerat perfolvendum 
fqntulit. ,. * 

Chronicon de Nortmanni Geftis apud Duchefne. 

rnent,) 
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roent,) to grant a peace, and to leave the a. 0.8*4, 
kingdom \ -, 

It would be endlefs to enumerate all the ex* 
peditions, and to defcribe all the devaluations, 
of thefe barbarous invaders in France } but it 
fecms- intcrcfting to enquire into the eaufes of 
the frequency andfuccefs of their invafions. 

The firfl: and moft obvious arifts from the Caufrtof 
feverity of their climate, and poverty of their fthc CC 
country. A warm climate generally produces Norm*", 
abundance, without much care, for its inha- 
bitants, however numerous; it relaxes, at the 
feme time, and difqualifies them for much la^ 
bour and 'great entcrprife ; ■ while a cold region 
braces the animal frame, difpofesit to a&ivity, 
renders the habit of early induftry neceflary, is , * 
favpurable to the propagation of a healthy race, 
and furmfhe* but a fcanty provifion for their fub- 
fiftence. The hardy fon^ of Norway and Den- 
mark from their infancy were accuftpmed to 
hardfhips, were trained to the oar, and inured 
to the tempeft. . They multiplied in greater 

? Chron. de Nortmanni Geftis apud Duchefne, A. D* 

Lewis the Mild, from religious zeal, invited the Nor- 
mans into France for the purpofe c£ converting and bap- 
tizing them. Multitudes, accordingly, arrived every 
year at Eafter. Their number, on one occafion, was fo 
great, that proper baptifmal garments could hardly be 
procured for them all. Some of them were affronted; 
and a Norman .lord declared with indignation, that this 
was the twentieth time he had been baptifed, and was 
never £o iil-fiiited. 

, St. Gall apud Duchefne, torn* nvp. 134* 

numbers 
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a. d. S84. numbers than could be eaGly maintained. From 
their fifhing ftations they were led by accident, 
by curioficy, by hunger, by the love of enter- 
prife, to explore the neighbouring coafts, and 
to return loaded, (bmetimes with plunder inftead 
offifh. One fuccefsful expedition was enough 
to inflame choufands with a fpirit of adventure. 
This may account generally for the multitudes 
which poured, for feveral ages, by fea $nd land, 
from the cold, and barren regions of the north, 
over the warmer and more fertile kingdoms of 
Europe. 

The ftate of Denmark, it has been fuggcfted, 
was, peculiarly favourable for fuch expeditions 
and emigrations about the middle of the ninth 
century. Gudurm, nephew of Horric, the 
king of that country, pretended a right to the 
crown ; but being defeated, fled with his follow- 
ers into voluntary banifhment. They efcaped 
in different parties, but joined occasionally in 
their piracies and predatory invafions*. 

Their rude and barbarous appearance, their 
hardihood and courage, intimidated the more 
relaxed and feebler inhabitants of the fouthern 
coafts. A few bold a&s and unufual crueltiw 
terrified the unwarlike natives on the mouths of 
the Somme, the* Seine, and the Loire: the 
alarm fpread over the interior country ; and. the 
people, on the firfl'appcarance of the enemy, 
were prepared to fly % 

* Mem* de PAcad. torn* xvii. p. 280. 

The 
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The Norman mode of warfare contributed A.D.S84; 
to their fuccefs. They do not ftem to have en* 
tertained any idea or plan of conqueftand fettle- 
ment. Hence they never weakened their num- 
ber by detachments, by leizing and occupying 
ftrong holds. They fcoured the banks of thp 
rivers : they fortified themfelves in the moll in- 
acceffible iflands; but they never loft fight of 
their (hips. Sometimes they hazarded fierce 
and bloody encounters on land ; yet more ge- 
nerally they fought refuge, whenever danger ap- 
peared, in their numerous (hips. In thefe, or on 
the iflands which they occupied, they waited, till 
they underftood that the king and his army were 
withdrawn from that region, or that the nobles 
were engaged in private animofities and wars. 
Then they fprung like the familhed lion to the 
prey. They became even acquainted with 
horfcmanfhip ; and were prepared, after many 
years, to contend with the French' cavalry in 
their own kind of warfare 7 . 

The fons of *Lewis the Mild were fometimes 
fo determined againft one another, and fo un- 
wife as to invite and'hire thefe common enemies 
of their country againft one another. The 
haughty nobles imitated thefe princes in their 
mutual jealoufies and private wars, or more 
open rebellions. The Bretons engaged the 
Normans as auxiliaries againft Charles the Bald; 
arid Pepin his nephew^ mad with the ambition 
of reigning in Aquitain, hired and headed thefe 

1 Adrevald. de Miraculis S. Benedidt. Chronic. Mo- 
nad. Befuenf. Hift. Nortm. Ducaefne. 

defperate 
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A.JP- j»4; defperate plunderers againft his friends and na- 
" tive country. When other fpoil and rewards 

foiled, or were lefs acceptable, thefe northern 
rovers were gratified with - a refidence *nd 
property in fome of the beft cities of the king-' 
dom \ 

The battle of Fontenoy certainly weakened 
the power of France, fo as to render it .more 
eafily invaded. The lofs of a hundred thoufand 
warriors, the flower of the youth and nobles of 
France, feerns to have not merely diminilhed 
the force of the empire, but the courage of the 
people. 

Th£ ambition, jealoufy, and pride of the fur- 
viving barons generally prevented their co- 
operation and zeal againft the common enemies. 
Some of them thought their fervices ineffi- 
ciently rewarded ; fome were envious of the. 
fuperior rccompences conferred on others ; and 
fome, ieizing by force or fraud what they had 
no hope of obtaining by fair means, became 
referved and diftant through fear of refentmcilt. 
The difunion occafioned by thtfe caufes was in* 
cre&fed by the jealoufy or pride of the great 
lords, who were pleafed to fee the crown hum- 
bled, and dependent on them. They were 
fecretly not ill-pleafed at the formidable indur- 
fions of the barbarians, which kept the king ifi 
awe, and prevented him from chaftifing their 
diforders and incroachmerits r and from dis- 
placing fome q( them from thofc offices and 

- 1 Annal. Bcrtin. 853-4. 

govern- 
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governments which they held only by fuffer* A.D. ss*. 
ance\ % ^--v** 

The firft attempts of the Normans were 
timid, and after confiderable intervals. They 
vifited the coafts only, or. ventured but a Hide 
way within the mouths of the great rivers. They 
gradually difcerned the chara&er of the French 
people, and obfer ved the diftra&ed and defence* 
lefe ftatc of their country. Every time they 
tailed its wealth, they de fired to enjoy it the 
more. It became a trade, by which every 
youth, pdffefling the leaft degree of courage 
and cnterprife, might enfure his fortune. They 
gradually explored the inland provinces, and 
feared not to vifit any, monaftery, village! or 
city, where they were fure of obtaining plunder 
almoft with impunity. If any great army ap- 
peared, 6r unufual obftacle to their depredations 
occurred, they learned to unite their different 
parties in the common caufe. The party on the . 
Seine, A. D. 885, having determined to pene- 
trate into the country beyond Paris, .at firft re- 
quefted the permiffion of the governor;, and 
being rcfufed, they invited their countrymen siege of 
on the Oifc to come and join in the daring en* AfS."ss«. 
terprife of befieging that ancient city. 

They amounted to about forty th6ufand, 
under the command of Sigefrid, a man of low 
artifice, and of a fierce temper; by no ipeans 
defticute of natural fagacity, and of fuch mill- 

• Capital* Carol. Duchefiae, torn. ii. p. 426. torn* iu. 
P. 4**- 

V tary 
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a.d. toy tary flcill as might be expe£ted in thofe times, 
^ L '~ f capable of executing his plans either (lowly and 
by ftratagem, or with promptitude and impetu; 
ofity. % 

Ancient Paris, even at this time, muft have been a 

eitj!»° * confiderable city. Nine centuries nearly before 
this, Julius Csefar defcribes it as a place of fome 
note ; as not merely centrical, and convenient, 
- on that account, for holding a general aflem- 

blyof the people of the neighbouring provinces, 
but capable of affording accommodation to the 
multitude which ufually attended on fuch an oc- 
cafion IC . He reprefents it as, fituated on an 
ifland, and inafcefiible, on account of marfhes, 
to the troops which Labienus, his lieutenant, 
attempted to introduce into it. He tried to 
drive a mound or dyke through the marfti ; but 
finding that impracticable, he marched under 
the cover of night to Melun ; and having got 
poffeffion of that city, he embarked his troops, 
and floated them down the river to Paris. But 
the Parisians, timeoufly informed of his defign, 
burnt and abandoned their town and ifland, cut 
down their bridges leading to it, and retiring 
by fome way through the marfh familiar to them 
though unknown to the enemy, encamped again 
/ beyond his reach. Hence it appears that Paris 
was then confined to the ifland, and that the 
houfes were chiefly of wood **• 

It was rebuilt, and much improved* under 
the dominion of the Romans, The emperor 

,p Caefar, lib. vi. 3. " Lib. vii. 54. 

Julian 
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Julian preferred it as the place of his ordinary a.d. ss*. 
rcfidence. It began then to extend its buildings 
on both fides of the river, and was of fuch con- 
fequence after the reign of Clovis,. that his 
grandfons, on dividing the kingdom, agreed to 
leave Paris neutral; binding themfelves by the 
mod foleran treaty, that he who enrered.it with- 
out the confent of. the reft, fhould forfeit his 
right to any (hare in its privileges and govern- 
ment. Soon after it became the" metropolis of 
Neuftria, or of the kingdom of France. Its 
fairs, and efpecially the fair of St. Penis, 
were much frequented by merchants. It was 
the ordinary refidence of Lewis the Mild, full 
of people, and ftored with all kinds of provi- 
Gons and merchandize ; but under his fon f 
Charles the Bald, it is reprcfented as once emi- 
nent in wealth and majefty, then as recently 
plundered and burnt by the barbarians **. 

It feems to have recovered its former fplcrc- 
dor, when the Normans now prepared to befiege 
it u . Two wooden bridges formed a commu- 
nication 

** a Parifiorum civitas ut fedes regia conftipata popu- 
* lis, referta commerciis, ac variis commeatibus.'* 
Hilduini Areopag. 

" Quid Lutetia Parifiorum, nobile caput refplendcn* 
" quondam glorU, opibus, fertilitate foli, ihcolarum 
" quietiffima pace, quam non immerito regum divitias, & 
" emporium populorum dixcro ! Num magis ambuftos 
" cineres- quam urbem nobilem potis eft cernere I" Adre? 
vald. Lib. deMiracul. Saudi Bcned. 

13 # " Medis Sequanas recubans culti quoque regni 
" Franigenum temet ftatuis, prsecelfa, canendo, 
• c Sum polis, uc regina micans omnes fuper urbes, 

"Quae 
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a. d. 8Sg. nicarfon *ith its fuburbs, (if the few houfes on 
'the fouth and north banks of the river defcrve 
that name,) and ferved, at the fame time, as a 
defence ofthe river. The north bridge was de- 
fended on the land by a tower, fcarcely finilhed, 
near the fpot where the Grand Chatelet was 
afterwards erefled ; and the fouth bridge was in 
like manner defended on the land by a tower, 
near the fue of the Petit Chatelet, 

.-* 
The principal defence of the city, however, 
was the courage and perfeverance of its inha- 
bitants. Eudes, fon of Robert the Strong, faid 
.to be a descendant of Charles Martel, the count 
and governor of the city, inherited his father's 
prudence, by which he regulated ; and his fpirit, 
intrepidity, and valour, with which he animated 
and fupported his fellow-citizens. Gofelin, the 
bilhop of the city, employed the influence of re- 
ligion, and of true patriotifm, in feconding and 
promoting the governor's plans and operations; 
He exemplified the courage and a&ivity which 
he recommended* A helmet occupied the place 
of the mitre : a quiver filled with arrows hung 
from his fhoulder, and an axe from his girdle. 



" Quae ftatione nites cun&is venerabiliorj 

** Quifque cupifcit opes Francorum, te veneratur." 

Abbonis Monachi de Beliis Parif. lib. i. 

To this hexameter poem, i in three books, and in a 
rude, fometimes unintelligible ftyle, we are indebted for 
the hiftory of the fiege of Paris. The author was an eye- 
.witnefs of the fiege, and dedicated his poem to Gofelin, 
the bilhop and brave defender of his epifcopal city, 

Thui 
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Thus accoutred, he every day* expofed himfclf ^«ty *** 
to the aflailants, fharing thofe hardships and 
daggers which he taught others to endure in the 
defence of religion and liberty. 

On the fecond day of the fiege, Sigefrid, the 
nominal king of the Normans, confidering 
Gofelin as the principal perfonage of the city, 
or as poffeffing the mod influence, propofed a 
conference with him, and was admitted into the 
city for that purpofe. Shewing a decent refpe<5fc 
for the venerable prieft, he bowed to him, and 
thus addreffed him : " Have compaflion on your- 
" felfi Gofelin, and on your people : grant us 
u only a paflage along the river : we mean not . 
" to touch your city ; but if yon deny my re- 
* c queft, all of you (hall perifli." 

u The city," the bifhop as (hortly replied, 
"is entruftcd by our king and country to our 
* c fidelity and courage, and we are determined 
cc to be valiant and faithful. You would do 
cc the fame, I am -petfuaded, were you in our 
4C fituation." ' x 

Difappointed and enraged, Sigefrid retired, 
declaring that next day he (hould enter the city 
by force of arms, and put all to the fword. 

A minute defcription of this fiege would be 
extremely tedious. The-fcience of fortification, 
of attack and defence, was then, comparatively, 
little known. Much bravery and perfeverancc 
were difplayed on both fides ; but their arms, 
their engines, and the art of war in general, were 

vol. n, " h rude 
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a. d. 8S5. rude and impotent. The fling and the bow 
were the only offenfive weapons which- either 
the French or Normans employed at a diftance. 
The latter were alfo acquainted with the ba- 
lifta, for throwing large ftonfs againft walls, 

. ~ , ' with the battering-ram, and with the conduc- 
tion of galleries, under the cover of which they 
wrought thefe engines, or approached the very 
foundation of walls and towers, to demolifh or 
undermine them. 

No v *mbcr, The day after the conference, Sigefrid ad- 
vanced his barques and army towards the city, 
and, as he threatened, began the attack. The 
north bridge being the main entrance into Paris, 
as well as the great obftacle to his projected 
voyage up the river, he propofed firft to reduce 
, * the great tower which commanded it, and 
tranfportcd thither, for that purpofe, all thofc 
engines which he judged neceflary for that fer- 
vice. In this attack, the woqden being the 
higheft part of the tower, was confidefably da- 
maged. Many on both fides were killed and 
, wounded. Among the latter was xhe venerable 
bifhop Gofelin. By the ingenuity df Eudes, and 
by the a&ivity of his, men, the tower was re- 
paired during the night, and ready for enduring 
another afiault, which was made with increafed 
violence and fury next day. The defence from 
within was valiant : the men remained immove- 
able at their quarters, inceflantly galling, and 
often repelling, the enemy by their miflile wea- 
pons. They broke with beams and (tones their 
covered galleries : they poured boiling pitch on 
v tbem through fuch apertures as they made. 

• The 
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The lofs fuftained by the aflailants was very a. d, 886. 
great. They fucceeded, Irowever, in making ~ ^^ ^ 
a con fide rable breach in the tower, and hoped 
foon to enter by it triumphantly into the city. 
But neither their valour nor violence, the force 
of their engines, nor the vaft fire of combuftiblc 
'• matter which they kindled at the foot of the 
tower, was effectual againft the vigilance, the 
fkill, and intrepidity of the befieged. The 
enemy, exhaufted with exertion, found it ne- 
ceflary to retire to reft his troops ; and, as the 
fiege was likely to be a work of time, to fend 
parties of them,- in different dirc&ions, to forage 
and plunder. . • 

They defolated the country : they ftrewed it second af- 
with the dead bodies of all ranks, ages, and faulu 
fexes : they excited general horror and confter- 
nation ; but they abated not the fpirir, nor di- 
minifhed the refolution of the citizens of Paris. 
Undifmayed, they faw them advance to a fecond 
afiault, in which they propofed, at the fame in- 
ftant, to attack the tower, the bridge, and the 
city. The tewer was their main obje<5h A 
thoufand men were deftined to, that hazardous 
fervice. They filled the trench- before the 
- tower with the dead carcafes of horfes and cattle : 
the captives of the plundering parties were 
,butchered in the view of the 'befieged, and- , 
thrown into the trench amidft thefe animal car- s 
cafes. Having done every thing to excite hor- 
ror, or to move compaflion, and filled the trench 
to render it paflable, thefe chofen troops ap- 
proached} the tower with their galleries and 
three battering-rams ; o,ne to play againft each 

> H 2 Of 
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*• p * g6 - of the three acceffible fides of the (quare cdi* 
v m ~ r fice. TKe befitged, onf the other hand, con- 
trived an engine, confiding chiefly of a long and 
heavy beam pointed with iron, which they 
plunged perpendicularly and forcibly on the 
galleries ; and wherever they pierced or broke 
tbem, they immediately poured boiling pitch, 
and hurled large ftones and other ceftrudtive 
and offenfive materials, with fuch effect, that 
the enemy retreated, and abandoned the tow;er» 

His attempt to burn the bridge, and fo to 
cut off the communication betwixt the tower 
and the city, proved as unfuccefsfuL The wind 
or the current of the water drove their fire-lhips, 
which in thofedays they conduced with no 
great dexterity, into a fituation eafily acceffible 
to the befieged ; the fire was extinguifhed by 
them, and the veffcls carried in triumph within 
the city ,4 . 

fowlr. Thefe failures, fo difcouraging to the aflail- 

january, ants, animated the Parifians, They hoped foon 

' a. d. 887. lo £ e ^ cnemy rct i rCi dejefted and vanquished. 

But the elements of nature, which fo lately fa- 
voured them, now became adverfe. In the be* 
February, ginning of February, a flood in the river carried 
away the fouth bridge, leaving the fmall fouth 
tower, with a guard of only twelve men ; but 

1+ This" effect of the wind and water was afcribed to 
St. Germain, whom the Parifians, in awful apprehenfion* 
had fervently invoked. Abbon. Monach. de Bellis Pa- ' 
rif. lib. i. 

Pere Daniel believed it. Tom- ii. p. 185. 

they 
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they were men of the moft deliberate and dc- a- d - 8S 7* 
termined courage. Their infulated and forlorn 
lunation was no fooner obferved by the enemy, 
than he detached a force in boars, fufficient to 
take or deftroy them. For fome time thefe 
heroes defended themfelves and their fort, till it 
was fct on fire. The flames then drove them to v 
the' wreck of the bridge, betwixt it and the 
river. There it was impoffible to remain. 
They furrendered themfelvcs, on condition 
that their lives Ihould be fpared. The faith- 
lefs enemy promifed ; but as foon as they were 
in his power, he butchered them in cold blood, ^ 

and threw them into the river. . 

The 'liege continued till the following winter. , 
Various uniucceisful attempts were made, du- 
ring that time, againft the^city, both by treach- 
ery and force. As the defence of the city 
feemed to depend, fo much on the wifdom and 
valour of its governor, Sigefrid propofed a 
conference with him beyond the trenches, 
hoping with his life to terminate their labours. 
Eudes ventured without the trenches, but foon 
obferved the Normans thronging around him, 
and preparing to obftruft his return. He fprang 
from the conference, and reached his own 
men. 

The length of the fiege difheartened theNof- sigefrid re- 
mans, Many of them, and among the reft their f^^f 
leader, began to think their time and labour nated. 
loft; for they had neither yet made any im- - 
predion on the city, nor been able to prevent 
reinforcements and provifions from being thrown 

h 3 into 
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a. d. 887. into it. Difienfions arofe in the camp, and Sige- 
-*~'~*-> frid, with thofe of his opinion, withdrew. He 
was, not long' after, affaffinated in FrieQand ; but 
the great body of the army remained, and pcr- 
fifted with obftinacy in the blockade. They 
cut off a detachment under count Henry of 
5axony, and killed that valiant general while he 
was Reconnoitring. In a general affault, they 
fcaled the bridge, and even the \valls, and were 
prevented from entering the city by the intre- 

. pidity of one faithful foldicr, who perfuaefcd five 
more that they only (for no more were near) 
■were a match for the affailants. They inftantly 
darted on thofe who had got upon the wall, 
flew them, overturned others as they afcended, 
and difmounted xhe fcaling-ladders. When the 
tower was almoft: carried by a furious affault, 
the crofs was planted by a* bold fellow on the 

- trench, the gate of the tower was thrown ppen,_ 
^ and the enemy were driven with great (laughter 

to their camp. 

Charles, During the whole length of thisfiege the cm- 

apjl^rs? peror is almoft never heard of. He was by no 
means fond of expofing himfelf to danger. The 
{late of Italy and Germany required his prefence. 
Ik fides, he was unpopular, and even hated : hb 
authority was difregarded j his commands wcne 
negleded. He was unable to affemble a Suffi- 
cient body of troops for him to lead agairift thfe 
befiegers of Paris. The reinforcements pro- 
cured were obtained by the perfonal influence 
chiefly of Eudes and Henry, 

Hcnry ? 
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Henry, duke or count of Saxony, half-brother A-j^J 8 *; 
of Eudes, and one of his beft generals, being 
killed, ancf his army difperfed, it became necef- 
fary for Charles, either to abandon the firft city 
of his dominions, and all the adjacent country, 
to the enemy; or that he fhould make one great 
exertion to repel them. He raifed a grc^t 
army ' 5 : he tncamped in tfiew of the city 
and of the enemy, on Montmatre. Inftead of 
going dire&ly againft the befiegers, he thought 
the fight of him, and of, fuch an army at that 
diftance, was to difmay them, and put them 
to flight. He was amazed to fee, them un- 
moved, and did not venture to approach 
them. . They knew the temper of this leader: 
they were not afraid of an enemy, who, though 
fuperior in numbers, kept fo cautioufly at, a 
'diftance T and they had become ambitious to 
conquer Paris and all the furroundingcountry, 
and to occupy it as a permanent rcfidence and 
fovereignty. 

Though they feared not the emperor and his The cmpe- 
army, they began, however, to defpair of their JJJ^J? 
fuccefs againft Paris, Their number was re- enemy. 
duced : their leaders were not unanimous : their 
mod ftrenuous exertions had failed, when they 
were more powerful and fanguine. A more 
aflive and bold general than the emperor might 
be placed at the iead of the French, who being 
lb numerous and near them might catch the 
fpirk of the brave defenders of Paris, and ftorm 
with eafe the Norman camp. In thefe circum- 

15 Reginon calls them «' immenfo exercittf" 

h 4 ftances/ 
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.a^d.j*;. fiances, they gladly accepted the terms offered 
' to them by a coward. The emperor engaged 
to pay them (even hundred pounds weight of 
filver if they would relinquifli the ficge, and re- 
tire from Paris. They rfcadily confented to 
march into the country about Sens till the month 
of March, when the* ntoney was to be paid 
them, 

' But the manner in which they were to reach 
that country was attended with difficulty. The 
high-fpirited and noble defenders of Paris, who 
heard with indignation the terms of the treaty, 
would not allow the enemy to fail paft their 
city, nor to come within two miles of ic. The 
attempt roufed anew their heroic fpiric. Many 
of the Normans were killed in their foremoll 
(hips, in the effort to' force a paflage. When 
the barbarians found that imprafticable, they 
pftually hauled their fleet, confining of between 
feven and eight hundred barques, out of the. 
water, aCrofs the country, from the river below 
Paris, to the fame river about two miles above 
it, whence they proceeded again by water to- 
wards Sens ,6 . 

16 The chronology of this fiege feems inexplicable, 
The authors of the ancient Chronicles do not agree when 
it began, nor how Jong it Jaded. We apply to Abbo's 
poem in vain for affiftance. They ali nearly agree, how- 
ever, in this* that the emperor's treaty with the enemy 
took place in November A. D. 887, and that the fiege 
had lafted at lead "one whple year. 

Compare Annal. Fuldenfes, Metenfes. Chronicon de 
Nortman. Geltis. Chronic. Regino. iVAeri Fragmea- 
lum ex Vit. -^lfredi. Duchefhe, torn. ii. p. 499. 
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This treaty with the Normans rendered 
Charles altogether contemptible. Hi$ minifters 
abufed his confidence : his nobles defpifed, 
maltreated, and defcrted him. The emprefs, 
who feems to have had little or no converfe with 
him, retired info a mcyiaftery. He was not in- 
-fenfible of his condition ; and the anxiety beca- 
fioned by it brought on probably that malady in 
his head, which ftill more debilitated both body « 
and mind, and iffued finally in his death. , 

Meantime the nobles, both in France and 
Germany, took the alarm, from the prevalence 
of inteftine divisions, and the bold intrufion of a 
foreign enemy into the very heart of the empire; 
Sensible of the incapacity of Charles, they agreed 
jo dethrone him ; vvhich was eafily accomplifh- 
ed. He was immediately defcrted. He would 
have been deftitute of the very neceflaries of 
life; but Arnulf, who afcended . the throne in. 
Germany, afllgncd him a frnall territory within 
his dominions, fufficienc to fupply htm with the Death of 
means of fqbfiltcnce. He died in the month of ^" k$ *• 
January, a.d. sss* 

The author of the Annals of Metz praifes hitn 
mtich as a man of piety and virtue $ and then 
adds the following jult obfervations on the ftatc 
of the kingdom : " After whofe death, the 
* c kingdoms which were fubjeft to his power> 
** as deftitute of a legitimate and lineal heir to 
" unite them, fell into pieces, and occafioned vio- 
* c lent commotions. Not that there were wanting 
* princes, noble, brave, and wife, to govern , 
*< them $ but their very equality, both in refpedfc 

. * 4 of 
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a.d. %%$. u of their mental power and external rank, was/ 
c< the great caufe of their difcord ; no one fuffii- 
" cicntly excelling another, to conftitute the title 
<c of his authority, or of general fubmiffion to 
" him. The circumftances which might have 
" qualified any of them for reigning with fuccels, 
** armed them all againft one another, and 
" againft the common interefts of the em- 
" pire. M 

From this account, the wdiole empire con- 
fided of feparate cantons, or almoft independent 
fovereignttes, without number, nominally con- 
federated, yet feldom co-operating towards one 
>nd. Each converted his manfion-houfe into 
a caftle, where, furrounded with his vaffals over 
the adjacent territories, he lived fecure ; or in 
cafe of alarm, by the found of the horn or trum- 
pet fummoned his vaffals to war. 



Eudes King of France, Arnulf of Germany. 

In the month of November preceding the 
death of Charles, the meeting of the ftates, called 
at Tribur by that prince who dethroned him, 
invited and exalted Arnulf, an' illegitimate fan 
of Carloman, the fon of Lewis the Germanic, 
to the throne of Germany. : His acceflion and 
reign were harmonious and profperous. 

Italy was deluged with blood. Berenger duke 
of.Friuli, and Wido, or Guido, duke of Spo- 
letto, both great-grandions of Charlemagne, 
pretended an equal right to the crown, and pof- 
■ ' . feffed 
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feffed nearly an equal power to fecure it. The a. p. m. 
fatter was fuccefsful, and for fome time drove 
the former out of the kingdom. 

Burgundy afferted its independence, and 
placed Ralph as fovereign on the throne. 

The young prince, fon of Bofon king of Pro- 
vence? or Aries, whom the lace emperor Charles 
in his^imbecillity adopted, afcended the throne 
of that kingdom. 

Britanny fubmitted to the fovereignty of 
Alain, fird the rival, and then the colleague 
of Judicael. On the death of the latter in an 
attack on the Normans, the former obtained 
the fole government of that extenlive and war- 
like province. 

Eudes, or Odo, was unanimoufly chofen 
king of France. He was faid to be a defcend- 
ant of Charles Martel. His father was a dik 
tinguifhed and prudent warrior; and Eudes had 
rendered himfelf extremely popular by his mili- 
tary and heroic conduft during the fiege of Paris. 
He was already in poffefiion of the government 
of the two extenfive and powerful counties of 
Orleans and of Burgundy weft of the Rhone, 
and of the city of Paris. Tall and handfome, 
a&ive and experienced in war, he was generally 
refpedted and eftqemed over France, 

In the afiembly which elefted him,, he pro- 
tefted that Lewis the Stammerer had appointed 
hinr tutor to his pofthumous fon Charles, after- 
wards 
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*;fl» ***; wards called the Simple : that he accepted of § 
the qrown, therefore, and of the title of king, 
in truft for that prince, till he ftiould attain a 
mature age. He fent an embafly with the fame 
declaration to Arnulf, king of Germany, who, 
though illegitimate, had a preferable right, as 
the direct lineal descendant of Charlemagne, to 
the crown of France. He waited on him at 
Worms, laid all the enfigns of royalty* at his 
feet, and protefted in the moft folcmn manner, 
that he would not affumc them, even in trt^ft, 
without hjs confent. The king 'of Germany, 
the affembly at Worms, the nobles and people 
, of France, were all charmed with thefc expref- 
fions of condefcenfion and integrity ,J . 

He was crowned by Walter, archbifhop of 
$ens. He arranged the affairs of-government 
with wifdom and general approbation: he 
marched againft the Normains with, fkill and 
great fuccefs. With about a thoufand cavalry 
he attacked nineteen thoufand of them, and by 
his impetuofiey and courage defeated and dif- 
perfed them. This revived the hopes of the 
French, long difpirited by the fuperiority of 
thefe barbarians. 1 The city of Mcaux had fur* 
rendered to them while he was ncceflarily occu- 
pied in Aquitain. He returned in time to 
Jave Paris ; but they uere become fo numerous, 
and had acquired iuch a footing in France, as 
baffled all his ikill and prowefs, 

* 7 Annal. Fukl. ad Ann. 888. Fragment. Hid, 
Francor. a Lewis II. ad Hug. Capet. Duchefne. 

Xhc 
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The cordial onion of Germany under Ar- a.d. m. g 

nulf, enabled that prince to triumph over the 1_ ~ w " ~* 
Normans. Intone engagement he totally de- 
feated and flaughtcred a great army of them j 
with two of their kings, and took fixtecn royal 
ftandards **. 

But in France, the popularity of Eudes was 
fucceeded by jealoufy. The Normans were 
plainly the more daring and fuccefsful, that the 
fpirit and valour of the king were not duly fe- 
conded by the envious and haughty nobles* 
Impatient of fubordination, they chofe rather to 
flee before a foreign and common enemy, than 
gratify and protedt one another — than yield obe- 
dience to the fummons and authority of that fo- 
vereign fo lately their equal, and whom they 
had rendered their fuperior i only by a tempo- 
rary fubmiflion and acquiefcencer For fome 
time, indeed, they had been accuftomed to 
pay Htde refpeft to princes, fo generally in- % 

capable of exercifing with dignity, and main- 
taining with due authority, the royal preroga- 
tive, s. Their veneration for the' family of Charle- 
magne was much abated ; and therefore it was 
owing, not fo much to their attachment to 
Charles the Simple, as to their envy and refent- 
ment of the rank and power of Eudes, that they chartesiv. 
began to put him in mind of his coronation cn-.j^ 1<a ^ k ' 
gagement^ and of his Wardfhip of Charles, a. d. 89*. 
Eudes, however, was not fo willing now to 
. relinquilh his truft, his rank, and power, as he 

• ,8 Annal. Fuld. Abbon. Monach. lib- ii» verf. finexn. 
1 Chron. de Nortman. Geftis. 

15 profefled 
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a. o-H** prdfefled to be at his. eledion. He facrificed 
~~ " fomeof the moft forward of the confpirators ; 
hut this inflamed the more the zeal of the reft. 
AH Neuftria, moved as with one fpirit, rofe 
againft Eudes, wrefted the fceptre from his re- 
luctant hand, and enthroned Charles. ' 



SECT. IV. 

The Hifiory of France under CHARLES IF. the Simple^ 
King of France* 

• 
/^harles IV. was formally crowned $ but hav- 
^ ing no army, and little authority, he refort- 
ed to the aid of his relation Arnulf, the king of 
Germany. His friend, the archbiftiop of Rheims, 
wrote in his behalf, that there was no doubt of 
his right by birth to the crown of France :' that 
this had been admitted by Eudes, when he ac- 
cepted of the crown in truft for him, as commit- 
ted to him, firft by Lewis on his death-bed, and 
again by the affembly of, Compiegne, which 
eledted him : that it was now time to convey 
that truft to its rightful owner : that the ftates of 
. France were of that opinion : arid that it fee me d 
the intereft and duty of Arnulf to protect and 
vindicate his oppreffed relation. 

But Eudes had prejudiced Arniflf, and ren- 
dered ineffe&ual this firft application. A fecond 
ktter, however, fucceeded s in which was repfe- 
fented the deplorable ftate of the kingdom, 

through 
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through the numerous jcaloufies, rtvalfhips, and a.d. S9*. 
animofuics of the nobles, all equally determined L ^ m 
to rend the kingdom in pieces rather than fub- 
inic to Eudes. 

Arnulf invited Charles, now about fourteen 
years of age, to a diet which he was to hold at 
Worms ; and in prefence of that affembly he 
acknowledged him his relation, and, by right of 
birth, the, king of France. He promifed to 
fupport him againft the ufurper, and forthwith 
fummoned his great vaflals on the frontiers of 
Germany, to be ready with their troops to at- 
tend him into France. 

But Eudes, who underftood the intentions of 
the king of Germany on Italy, knew that he. 
muft foon turn his attention to that quarter, and 
would not willingly lofe much time, nor fpill any 
of the blood of his army in France. He was 
fatisfied, therefore, that his intereft lay in avoid- 
ing an engagement with troops who muft foon 
be recalled, and whofe impatience of war, with- 
out hope of either conqueft or plunder, would 
itfelf reprefs their zeal, and frustrate the de- 
fign of their miffion. The event anfwered his 
expectation. In a lhort time he had the fatif- 
faftion to fee the enemy fepararing and retiring, 
and Arnulf too much occupied with the. em- 
broiled ftatc of his own affairs in both Ger- 
many and Italy, to allow of cny effeftual aid to 
Charles. At a perfonal interview afterwards, 
Eudes had the addrefs to prevail with Arndlf 
to abandon his young friend altogether. 

Arnulf 
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a*d. «9t# Amulf was now bent on the conqueft of 
^ r ~'~ u_r Italy, and he fucceeded ev^n beyond his ex- 
pectation. He fubducd Lombardy : he took 
Rome by affault : he liberated the pope For- 
mofus, who had been arretted by the citizens on 
fufpicion of his attachment to the king of Ger- 
many : he wasfolemnly confecrated, and crown- 
ed emperor by. that pope ; but he was foon after 
feized with a paralytic diforder, which obliged 
him to return to Bavaria, and to allow the vari- " 
n ous competitors for the fovercignty of Italy to 
invade and ravage that diftra&ed country. 

Meantime an accommodation -took place in 
France betwixt Eudes and Charles. The for* 
riier was perfuaded, particularly by the arch- 
bifhop of Rheims, to re.member his folemn 
protcftarions and engagements. He was the 
more readily perfuaded, that he had reafbn to. 
apprehend, as appears from the letters of that 
fame prelate, that Charles was entertaining the 
dangerous purpofe of uniting his interefts with 
thofe of the Normans againft him \ 

Death of He agreed to cede to Charles all Neuftria 
Eudcs. north-eaft of the Seine ; and to hold what he 
retained on the fouth and weft of that river, 
as one of the vaffals of the crown. His death, 
however, which followed about a year after, 
, left the young prince in full poffeffion of the 
kingdom. 

f Flodo*rd. Hift. Ecclef. in Bibltoth. Patroni, torn. it. 
p. 728. . 

That 
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That kingdom was fufficteqtly extenfive, but A -P*j9* 
the power which it conferred was very fmall: , J ~* 
every baron claiming and averting his inde- 
pendence ; every governor of a province or 
city, nominally dependent on the king, was 
fovereign more in faft than he. They 
obeyed , his fummons or not as they chofe, 
and could no longer be removed at pleafure 
from their offices or benefices. Inferior va£ 
fals were bound, on pain of forfeiture, to 
obey the mandates of their lord, even againft 
the king ;' but the king was not able to com* 
pel his vallate, generally as great and power- 
ful as himfelf* to regard his authority. They 
made war as they pleafed againft one another, 
and could feize the efebeated property of their 
difobedicnt vaflals, almoft always, without re- 
ference or appeals but he, without power to en- 
force the laws of the kingdom, yet dared fcl- 
dom to tranfgrefs them, through the fear of 
general offence ; and was under the ncccflity, 
in every great meafure, to confult the views 
and humours' of his haughty barons. Such 
was the ftate of the kingdom when Rollo* 
duke or prince of Denmark, entered France* 

Majeftic in hft perfon and of a heroic fpirit, Roifc 
bis temper was mild, and his manners were ^USLrk 
gentle. He was the fon of a DahHh prince, 
who was proprietor of an independent territory, 
and fovereign of his own domain. On the death 
of his father, the king of Denmark propofed to 
fubjeft Rollo and hi? property to the crown. 
To this the high-fpi/ited prince could not fub- 
miti and in refilling the unjuft encroachment 

you iu 1 on 
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a. d. 89*. on his legal patrimony, he loft many of his 
" neareft friends, was driven from his inherit* 
ance, and rendered an outeaft on the earths 
His amiable and princely qualities, his mis- 
fortunes, and the fame of his martial genius 
arid exploits, gained him the admiration, th£ 
efteem, and fteady attachment of many of bis 
countrymen. He was advifed to attempt fom<r 
foreign entcrprifei and he no foonef fcrioufljp 
prbpofcd it, than thoufands flocked to his 
ftandard, afiured of wealth and honour under a ' 
leader fo interesting and renowned. 

"With a numerous army he failed firft for Eng- 
land, where he collected much booty, but 
could procure no fetrlement. He turned then 
to France, and became fucceflively the fcourge 
and terror of its different coafts and rivers, 
penetrating fome times even to the heart of 
the kingdom. Nances, Angers, Mans, Cler* 
monr, Were pillaged by him. The tedious 
fiege and obftinate refiftance of the city of 
Chrfrtres. contributed only to inflame the rage 
pf his army againft the furroundirtg country. 
Agriculture and all improvement ccafed. The 
braveft and moft powerful barons were dif-. 
mayed. They were defirous of peace almoft 
pn any terms. In an aflembjy convened to 
deliberate on the ftare of the nation, they com- 
pniflSoned the archbiftiop of Rouen to folictt a 
conference with Rollo, and, to obtain a truce, 
until the terms (hould be agreed on of a du- 
rable peace. 

The 
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The truce was granted, and a peacte was A> p«._»h; 
concluded on the following terms : That the ^JT"^ 
weftern diftridt of Neuftria, a part of which Normandy., 
from the Normans has fince been called A ' D# 9l,f 
Normandy, (hould be feudally ceded to them : 
that the king's daughter, Gifclle, (hould be 
given to Rollo in marriage ; and that the Nor* 
man colon ifls (hould become Chriftians. 

As Normandy, however, was to be held by 
him as a fief of the crown, in which cafe it waf 
neceffary for him to take the oath of fidelity to 
the king as his liege lord, there was no fmall 
difficulty in, adjufting the ceremony deemed ef* 
lential on that occafion. Rollo refufed to kneel 
before the king, to pqt his hands between thofc 
of Charles, and to kifs his foot. He would 
only confent that one of his officers might do 
it in his name. This being agreed to, the 
officer decently performed the other parts of th$ 
ceremony ; but, inftcad of ftooping towards the 
royal foot, he rudely raifed it towards him, 
» and overfet the monarch. The infuk was felt, 
but was tamely interpreted as an accident, and 
with more than yfual good temper was turned 
into a fubjeft of pleafantry \ 

In other things Rollo and his Normans ap« ' 
peared fufficiently difpofed to comply with 
the French cuftoms and manners. Many of 
them, by means of the prifoners carried into 
Denmark, had there already become acquainted 

* Dudo dc Vit. & Ail. priirior. Normannias Ducum, 
Kb. ii. 

12 with 
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*; D - 9ti. with the do&rines of the gofpel. All (hewed a 
wiilingnefs to receive inftru&ion, td profefs the 
Chriftian faith, and, to receive the ordinance of 
baptifm. The territory now conferred on them 
was parcelled out on the army, according to 
their various ranks and merits, and according to 
the feudal fpirif and rules now prevalent in 
France. AH were to hold their lands and of- 
fices refpeftively in fubordination to their fupe- 
riors, under Rollo, whole lord paramount was 
the king. From him as the ftem, and fo 
from each of the great vaffals, the tree poli* 
tical branched out into innumerable fubordinate 
ramifications. Every one depended on ano- 
ther. All were attached together by means of 
ftridl regulations and penalties. When fuch a 
government was duly . arranged, and firmly 
tompafted by fleady authority, the fimple com* 
mand of the lord paramount pervaded the whole 
body, and readily moved ic whitherfoevcr ht 
would. 

Rollo, who at his bapufm received the name 
of his godfather Robert, the brother and feudal 
fucceffof of Eudes, acquired a fame, by his 
jufticc, generofity, and piety, equal to that 
which he had fecured by his valour. He was 
courted by the clergy, and he made large do- 
nations of lands to the churches and monafterics 
within his duchy. He rebuilt or repaired thofc 
•which the ravages of war had injured or ruined ; 
he inftituted the moft prudent and cffe&ual laws 
againft robbery, and other public diforders and 
violence ; inforfnich that jewels of gold are 
faid to have hung for years on trees, openly, 

untouched. 
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untouched. Every thing flourished under his a.d. gm 
government: the cities were rebuilt: the for- ^ w ' -* 
tifications or caflles were repaired : agriculture 
was encouraged: the population of the country 
increafed j and provifions of all kinds abounded. 

Bnt he is faid to have maltreated his wife 
Gifellt, and to have beheaded two commiftion- 
ers whom the king feat to complain of his 
conduit towards her, which proved- the caufe 
of her death. All this, however, th$ monarch 
of France was obliged to bear with patience. 
He wanted energy himfclf, and he was incapable 
ef conciliating the friend (hip, and of uniting the 
exertions, of his factious barons. 

< After various ftroggles and changes, the de» info 
tail of which does not belong to this Hiftory, 
Berenger, duke of Frivoli, obtained the king-* 
dom of Lombardy, and was the laft of the race 
of Charlemagne who reigned in Italy. 

The kingdom of Germany, under Lewis the andGer- 
fonof Arnqlf, wa* invaded by the Huns, who JJJ^J^ 
feized and fettled on thole extenOve provinces rated from 
on the Danube to which they, gave the name of * ranc * 
Hungary. Lewis died the fame year in which 
peace was concluded in France with Rollo* 
and leaving no male children, the ftates of Ger- 
many elefted Conrad, duke of Franconia, of 
another family, as his fucceifor. No one of the 
Carlovingian race was able to a fibre his claim td 
the vacant throne : and from this time, both 
13 Iwtfy 
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*.D. $u. Italy and Germany wert entirely fe pa rated from 
v _w -* the dominion and crown of France '. 

On the death of Lewis king of Germany, the 
lords of Lorrain, confidering themfclves as 
more naturally connected with France than with 
Germany, refolved to invite Charles to an af- 
iembly to be held for that ptfrpofc ; and mn hid 
coming, they did homage, and fwore allegiance 
to him as their fovcreign. 

Lcrrain he- y^jg ought to have been a great acceffion to 
ikf of awelUordcred kingdom, adminiftcred by a wife 
jl dT'qu. tnd able«monarch. It rather increafed the dif-r 
* traftion, however, than the ftrcngth of France* 
The government of every county, province, or 
larger diftrift, was now, of courfe, claimed as a 
fief of the crown, by fome baron, already fuffi- 
ciently powerful generally to fupport his claim. 
The government of Lorrain was conferred on 
Gilbert, one of the lords of the country, who* 
fome years after, infenfible of the gift, was one 
of the mod zealous in confpiring againft his 
fbvereign, and in endeavouring again, though he 
did not fucceed, to rcftore Lorrain to the king- 
dom of Germany. 

* " Juxta quofdam, Ludovicusultfmus dicitur Carolo- 
" rum apud orientales Francos imperantium : juxta 
u quofdam vero, Chunradus, qui poll eum regnavit, ul- 
<c timus computatur, a quibus pater illius Chunradns, 
v** qui ab Adalberto interfe&us eft* frater Ludovici htt* 
♦* jus fuiffe aeftimatur." Chronic, Abbatis Urfpergen. 

Charles 
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Charles was not only incipable of govern- A.Rjm 
incnt himfelf, but urtfortunate or injudicious in '— w ~ l ~* 
the choice of his minifters. He was jealous of 
the powerful barons, and would not truft them 
with his confidence. They, on the other hand, 
wt-re as jealous of men of fuperior talents, but 
of fmall property and political weight, whom hd 
placed over them in the adminiftration of pubjic 
affairs. 

At a time when the whole kingdom feemed Hig«n<m 
mod difpofed to aft fubmiffively under him± mmi "* 
he chofe Haganon for his minifter 1 a man of 
ability, but felfifh, proud, and of mean ex- ^ 
tra&ion. He fucceeded fome years in check- 
ing the progrefs of the feudal diforders, and in 
fubduing the ariftocratic faftions. But his very 
fuccefs jn thofe meafures, and in (lengthening 
the government, excited jealoufy, and provoked 
refentment. Ambitious and haughty barons 
profeffed refpeft for, their fovereign, but they 
had not patience under the authority and con- 
trol of his minifter. 

One of the mod powerful of thefe, Robert ConfpJncy 
duke of France, (called, by the abbot Urfper- **£? 
gen, Rupert,) the brother of Eudcs the late Ncuftria,or 
king, an able politician, of great perfanal va- Francc * 
lour, and much reipe&cd oft account both of 
his brother and father, knew well that his own 
influence, with that of a few more, could (hake 
the throne, and proftrate both the king and his 
minifter in the duft. He was unable to move 
from their allegiance, cither his godfon the duke 
of Normandy, or Richard duke of Burgundy. 

14 His 
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a.p.*i». His treafonable defigns were liftened to with 
* jr V i — ' greater relifli by the Ncuftrian barons, who 
were nearer the feat of government, more im- 
mediately under the eye, and more frequently 
aflfe&ed by the mandates, of the minifter. They 
entered cordially into his views, and agreed to 
promote them. 

A&mbiyat In an afiembly held at Soiflbns, he appeared 
a'dT^i* at *c head of his fa&ion, and reproached the 
king to his face,, for pre fuming to govern the 
kingdom by a man whom they all knew to be* 
inferior, both in birth and merit, to any baron 
of the realm. He and his affociates, being fur- 
nUhed each of them with a ftr^w, broke it be* 
fore him, in token, according to the cuftom of 
thole times, v of their renouncing allegiance to 
him, and immediately withdrew. 

But as the greater part of the affcmWy. (till 
remained, one of them, whom the hiftorian 
names count Hugh, thus addreflcd him : " We 
* f are a fmall body, compared to the whole 
" kingdom. The ftates of Burgundy, Aqui- 
,c tain, and Normandy, arc loyah Are you 
cc able, if they (hall take the field in fupport of 
" their fovereign, to oppofc them with fuc- 
« c cefs ? or arc you willing, without the pro- 
c < fpeft of fucceeding, to involve yourfelves and 
" the kingdom in the awful calamities of a civil 
cc war ? Go, rather propoft a conference with 
"*« your king: tell him the caufes of your dif- 
cc content: advife him to corredfc the evils of 
" which you complain. If he ihall confent, 
" make trial of his adminiftrafion another year ; 

" but 
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€ « but if he (hall not, then proceed with pru- A - p u _ 9I * I 
4€ dence and refolution to execute the plan ~ u " 
€€ which, on the ' whole, (hall then appear the 
ff beft, I offer myfelf to lay your grievances 
u before him, and to do any other thing ap- 
u pointed by you, however odious, which may 
€€ be judged wife and ncceflary." The majo- 
rity prefent applauded this fpeech, and refolved 
to attctapt the propofed reconciliation with the 
kinjg. 

Almoft in defpair from previous appear- 
ances, Charles was overjoyed with the propofal 
which the count brought him from that aficmbly. 
He readily agreed to difmifs Haganon his mini- 
fter, and in general to redrefs the grievances 
complained of. 

This reconciliation, however, was only in ap- 
pearance, and was employed, on bjth fides, to 
ftrengthen each his party. Charles, on the one 
hand, recalled Haganon; and Robert, on the 
other, raifed the ftandard of rebellion. Great 
numbers flocked round it. Their refolution iii- 
creafed with their numbers. They declared the 
king incapable and unworthy to reign; and 
having dethroned him. they ele&cd Robert to Robert 
be king in his roogi. klng) 

a. d. 911. 

Yet. Charles had many friends. Gilbert, on 
whom he had conferred the government of 
Lorrain, proved treacherous, and joined the 
rebels ; but many of the lords of that country 
continued faithful. Aquitain was generally 
loyal. They rofe in defence of their king: 

they 
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a. a 9*'- they furprifcd the rebel army at Soiffons : a ge*» 
lj,r J f neral engagement enfued, • Robert, though 

cafed in armour, as was now the practice, wat 
it kiiifd. killed. Hisfon Hugh immediately affumed the 

command, and the battle continued. The royal 

army was defeated, and all their baggage 

taken, 

Charles himfelf narrowly efcaped, He ftitt 
entertained the hope that the rebels, deprived of 
Robert their head, might relent, and return to 
their allegiance;, or that they were likely to 
differ in their choice of his fucceffor. But he 
was deceived ; they were difpofed to prefer any 
one to him. 

Hugh, the fon of Robert, is faid to have 

Ralph is refufed the crown. Through, his influence and 

25^ recommendation, probably, it was conferred on 

a. £• 9*3' Ralph, his brother-in-law, the duke of Bur.' 

gundy , who had no fuch title as the ion of 

Robert, a defcendant of Charles Marte! ; or as 

Herbert, the count of Vermandois, a defcendant 

of Charlemagne 5 but as duke of Burgundy, and 

proprietor of other territoriesi he was the mo ft; 

powerful baron of the kingdom 4 . 

Charles, betrayed by his. relation the coupe 
of Vermandois, under tht appearance of friend- 
ship was invited to vifit him, wasieparaced from 
his attendants, and thrown into prifon. Hit 
queen, the daughter of Edward h of England, 

* Glaber. lib. i. c. 21. Aimoin. de Min Sanfti 
Bened. Flodoardi Chronicon. 923. 

1 fled 



f 
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jled to her. father with her fon Lewis, hence *> P. ^ n* 
called d'Outremer or Tranfmarine, then an in* — r » ni -J 
fant of three years of age. 

Rodolph, or Ralph, king of France, 

Rodolph, now in pofleffion of the throne, wa* R«uipii 
endowed with talents which peculiarly fitted ***** 
him for the high and arduous ftation in which 
be was placed. His good fenfe difpofed him 
to refpeft every one, and to accommodate him* 
felf to others,. in all things indifferent or rea» 
fonable* He was political, but open, a&ive, 
and determined. He was connected, by blood 
and by marriage, with the moft refpe&able and 
powerful of the nobles, as with the dukes of 
Normandy and of Neuftria, and the count of 
Vermandois. The power of two or three futh 
barons as rhefe, cordially united to his own, 
rendered him a match againft any other pro- 
bable confederacy in the kingdom. 

T,he count of Vermandois at firfl: fupported Herbe* 
him ; but, on the whole, occafioned him more veiSLn^ 
anxiety during his reign, than any othtr lord doi»*fac- 
of the realm. He was defcended of Charle- tJOIU 
magne by -Bernard king of Italy, and fo entitled 
to fome fhare in the dilpofal of the crown. He 
had, unwillingly perhaps, co-operated with his 
more powerful relations in exalting Rodolph to 
the throne. Though inferior to the great 
dukes of Burgundy, Neuftria, &c. yet he en. 
Joyed an extenfive territory in chat pbpulous 
and fertile province of Neuftria which ftretches 

along 
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A*D.9*i- along the Somme and Seine. The unfortunate 
~~ Charles* whom he had betrayed, was his pri- 
foner, and kept as a tool for fome favourable 
opportunity of gratifying ambition. The idea 
which he entertained of his own importance 
and fervices, went far beyond any reafonable 
meafurc of recompence. Contrary to the canon 
law, he had obtained the archbifhopric of 
Rhcims for his fon, who was no more than 
five years of age ; and he now demanded for 
himfelf, or another fon, the government of the 
important city and diftrift of Laon. This the 
king, Ralph, rcfuftd him, and gave it, as 
was more regular and cuftomary, to the eldeft 
fon of the former rount ; a caufc fufficient to 
incenfe the fierce temper of Herbert. 

He brought forward the dethroned king, and 
propofed to his remaining friends to reftore him 
to his throne. He had the addrefs to engage 
jhe dukes of Neuttria and Normandy, (the 
former now a brother-in-law of Charles by an- 
other daughter of the king of England, and 
the -letter Herbert's own fon-in-law,) and alfo 
the king of Germany, whofe interefts in Lor- 
rain were likely to be promoted by ir, to af- 
fjft him in replacing the crown on the head 
of his royal prifontr. For the fame purpofe, 
letters were procured from pope John X. f 
threatening with excommunication every, one 
who (hould oppofc the rcftoration of Charles. v 

He was not a little furprilcd, after four 
years, to be thus all of a fudden liberated from 
his imprisonment. The fenciments of refcnt- 

meni 






CJfc.t. f 4. CIVIL AND MILITARY i*j 

ment gave way to thofc of gratitude and tender- a. p. 91s; 
neis. Herbert profefled the moft fincerc re- J 
gret for what was paft, and now the moft pro- J 

found refpe<5t. The people, who fo lately ap* * 

plauded the coronation of Rodolph, received - 
back Qhafles, their lawful king, with the moft 
joyful acclamations. The duke of Normandy* 
.and almoft all the lords of Neuftria* fwore alle- 
giance to him. 

Rodolph trembled, and haftened to propofe to 
Herbert terms of negociation. The latter, altoge* 
ther felfifh, confidered Charles as a mere tool* 
The government of Liaon was the caufe of his re- 
fentment ; and he now propofed to accept of it 
as the price of his abjuration of the one prince, 
and oath of allegiance to the other. Laon was 
accordingly taken from the fon of Rothgar, its 
former cotint, and conferred on the fon of Her- 
bert ; and the fimple and unfortunate Chariest 
Was perfuaded, after being again confined to a 
prifon, to accept of the palace and territory of 
Attigny, in lieu of all right and pretentions to 
the crown of France. He died a few months Death of 
after, in the fiftieth year of his age, and thirtieth ^j" the 
year of his reign ; and fo left Rodolph, as his a. d. 9*9- 
fucceflbr, in the undifputcd pofleffion of the 
throne 1 . 

He reigned now with freedom and energy. 
&11 wifdom and valour generally # fccured hiVn 
eftcem and refpeft. His vaffals, whenever 
fummorted, flocked to hisftandard. His plans 

* Flodoardi Chroakom*. - , 

were 
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ii> D«jt9> were well devifed, and his roeafures duly ar- 
a^Pr 1 w^ged. Wherever he turned, his opponents 
aftvityand diftppeared, his enemies 'differed. The Nor- 
*"~~'" mans fubmittcd in peace. The people of Aqui- 
tain, flill difpofed to rebel, yet ftood in awe of 
Urn. By throwing the weight of his authority 
wd power fome times into the one feale, and 
fbmetimes into the other, he checked the re- 
fentments, and reftraincd the private wars r now 
frequent between the inferior as Well as the 
greater vafials of the crown. He proceeded 
even, to ftrip forne of them of thofe offices and 
privileges which rendered them fo formidable 
both to the crown and to one another* 

Herbert could not bear to be retrained by ' 
the man whom he confidercd as fo lately in- 
debted to him for the crown. He revolted, 
and offered hiwfelf to Henry the king of Ger- 
many. He was at too great a diftance, however, 
from that prince. He continued in a ftate of 
rebellion fever^l years, but was forced, at lad, to 
acknowledge- his inferiority, to relinquish the 
government of Laon, and to fubmit to the 
king. 

The Hungarians had penetrated through 
Germany, paffed the Rhine, atad' invaded Bur- 
gundy. Rodolph knew the danger of allowing 
them time to fettle, and to tafte the enjoyment 
?f 4 country fo much fuperior to their own; 
He fummgfted his vaflals, cxtenfively : {hey 
readily pJTeqibled. The enemy, fcarcely waitccj 
his,, arrival. They faw the promptitude of his 
orders, the extent of his authority, and the ar- 
dor 
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dor and power of his army 5 and returned **** 9** 
haftily beyond the Rhine. "^ ,nj 

He died foon after, of the morbus pedicu* J*^* 
&w, at Aucun, on the fifteenth of January, A . d. P 9 ^. 
A. D. 936. His ambition to obtain the crown 
had contributed to increale the enormous 
power of the ariftocracy, and had almoft anni* 
hilated the royal authority ; but his abilities 
fuftained the throne, and in fome meafurc re- 
ftorcd its former ftrength and (lability. 

The death of Rodolph wa#followed by an 
inter-reign of five months, occafioned by the ri- 
valfliip of Hugh duke of France, and Herbert 
count of Vermandois. Both claimed the crown, 
as defcendants of Charles Martel and Charle- 
magne; and, both great themfclves, they were 
fupported by powerful friends. After fome 
time, the former dropped his claim ; judging it 
better policy to confer the crown on another, : 
and to retain the power to himfelf to make 
that which he found he could nbt be. He in- . 
vited Lewis, or Tranfmarinc, with whom his" 
mother, the daughter of Edward and filter of 
Athelftane, had fled to England, to return, and 
affumc the crown and kingdom of his father. 1 
England then, for the firft time, began to in* 
tcrfcre wuh the politics of France. Athelftane; 
naturally interested in his nephew, engaged the 
duke of Normandy to fupport him. Herbert, 
upon this, faw it was vain to oppofe the gene- 7 
ral current. An affembly of the ftates was con- 
vened, and. by 1 them the crown was unanimoufly 
tendered to Lewis. 

His 
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His uncle (hewed fome unwillingnefs, at 
firft, to part with him; and put the ambafla- 
dors, who caijie to convey him to France, in 
mind of the fate of his father. But they were 
authorifed to allure him, in the moft folemn 
manner,, of refpeft and proteftion. The young 
prince arrived in fafety, and was crowned with 
every deraonftration of joy 6 . 



Lewis IV. furnamed Transmarine. 

Jj^J^' Lewis was b^r fix teen years of age when he 

fpcat ' afcended the throne of France. Gratitude dif- 

B »&* pofed him, for fome time, to refpeft highly the 

man to whom he owed his advancement to the 

crown. He made Hugh, the duke of Neuftria, 

his firft minifter : $nd whatever were the duke's 

views and motives of loyalty, there is no doubt 

that, in refpeft of talents, he was worthy of 

n the high office and truft conferred on him, 

. His principles, however, were plainly not 
equal to his talents. The young prince per- 
ceived his ., fclfiflmefs, and endeavoured to be 
independent of him. He could not bear to 
be the tool of another's ambition : he would 
Opt fubmit to unreafonable and unnecefTary re- 
fkraint; nor would he, any longer, filcntly 
allow the aggrandifement of a fubjedt, above 
what to hftn appeared fafc for the king and go- 
vernment. 

6 Flodoardi Chron. ad Axui* 9S& 

His 
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- His fpirit became known to fome of the A * d. S3*- 
clergy and nobles, who encourafged him in his ^* r -* 
refolution to emancipate himfelf. He tmfted ' 
in their protection, and made his efcape from ef C a P e« 
Paris, He fent to England for his mother, in fronahim i 
whofe counfel he was difpofed to place much 
confidence ; and in her prudence, and in the 
influence of the clergy, he found refources 
againft even the policy and power of Hugh the 
Great and his fadion. To the confpiracy of 
that duke, of the count of Vermandois, the 
duke of Normandy, the duke of Lorraine, and 
the king of Germany, all agalnft him, he op- 
pofed fuccefsfully the threatening of ccclefiafti- 
cal cenfure ; an evil more dreaded in thofe 
times, than any.punilhrnenr, perfonal or politi- 
cal, which could be inflifted. 

For fome time his affairs continued to.pro-profpenj 
fper. ' He was aftive : he conduced the war 
againft his fevcral opponents, and particularly 
againft the king of Germany, with great fpirit : 
he made himfelf matter of Alfacc : he drove 
the German troops out of Frances he fecured 
Laon againft the count of Vermandois, who, 
with the aid of the bifhop, was preparing to 
feize it. He received not a little countenance 
and fupport from his uncle the king of England, 
who overawed the coaft of Flanders and Ger- 
many w£th a fleet. 

After three years of profperity, however, his - a. d. 93* 
power began to decline. The various ftruggles declines. 
in which he was engaged, are not fufficiently in- 
tcrtfting to be recorded in detail.. . They;af- 

vol. 11. k forded 
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A-JM39; forded him various opportunities of difplaying 
fopcrior talents, both military and political*. 
which might have (hone with luftre in better 
tidies. But he was haraffed on every fide, with 
friends who were diforderly and unaccommo- 
dating, and with foes who were obftinatc and 
powerful. 

The dukes of Lorraine and Franconia, whom 
he had left to defend and maintain his late 
conquefts in Alface, knowing that Otho the 
king off Germany was occupied with thfc fiege 
of BrifaCj propofed, by plundering the adjacent 
country, to oblige him to raife that fiege. 
They fo far obtained their aim, that he tent a 
detachment to attack them. They had reafon 
to expeft this as a thing which they had de- 
fignedly provoked; yet they were carelefs and 
unprepared. Their troops were furprifed and 
defeated. They were killed themfelves; the 
one at his dinner, and the other by being chafed 
into the Rhine. Lewis did all that he could 
pcrfonally, both by found policy and by arms, 
to avert the confequences of this defeat, and 
to defend Alface and Lorraine againft the power 
of Germany 5 but his exertions were not fuc- 
cefsful. 

Otho laid claim to thefe provinces ; and being 
much fuperior in number, as well as in refources 
and military experience, he overran, and fub- 
dued them. He feems even to have enter- 
tained fome defigns of ambition againft France* 
He confpired with Herbert of Vermahdots, and 
Hugh of Neuftria, againft their lawful fove- 
as reign# 
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feign. A confederacy fo ftrong fcemed tr- a,d. 9^ 
refiftible. They difpoffeffed the archbilhop of Co ^ I ^ 1 
Rheims both of his bifhopric and of the county, cy again* 
which, as was frequent in thofe times^ he held kUa * 
as a temporal lord. They laid ficge to Laon, 
in the hope of reftoring it to Herbert; but it 
was well defended : and, by the king's a&ivity, 
they were forced to raifc the fiege. Unable, 
however, to keep the field againft the troops' 
of fuch a confederacy, he retired among his 
friends into Burgundy. There he recruited his' 
army, and returned to Lorraine. His intereft 
fecmed to be to avoid an engagement, which 
they ftudioufly attempted. The country was 
expofed on both fides to devaftation. The 
proprietors of it, interefted in preferving their 
territories from the calamities always incident 
to the feat of war, interpofed their mediation, 
and procured a truce. 

The truce was of ftiort duration. The con- 
federates again befieged Laon. The king 
attempted to relieve it, but he failed : hi* 
army was routed, and he was nearly taken 
prifoner. The minds of men, ever pron* to 
follow the fortunate, ncglefted, and generally 
deferted, their uofuccefsful prince. 

Hc-pofieficd thaj noble mind which finks not 
under misfortune He found the people of 
Aquitain more loyal and fteady. They raifed 
an army, and encouraged him ftill to refill the 
aim of the confederacy. Other circumftances 
contributed to revive him. His queen Ger- 
berge was delivered of a fon, to wfyom he hoped 
k 2 xhc 
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A. d. 939. he fhould yet convey his dominions unimpaired. 

iT^iiVwi ^ kg atc arrived from the pope, who, in thefe 

by the times of extreme fuperftition, was equal to a 

Su! 8li * g rca t army. By his letters and addrefs he inti- 

a. d. 94*. midated the one party, ,no lefs than he encou- 

. raged and animated the other. He reprefented 

to all, the danger of rebellion and anarchy to 

both their fpiritual and temporal interefts, and 

threatened them with the higheft cenfures or 

the church if they did not immediately return. 

to their allegiance. 

The popes ndeded but a flight invitation to 
intermeddle in the affairs of France* They, 
felt a fpecial fympathy with the clergy, and 
more particularly in a prelate of fuch rank as 
the archbifhop of Rheims. His fufferings -in 
defence of his fovereign, and his deprivation of 
both his ecclefiaftical and temporal lordfhips, 
had no fmall influence in procuring this feafon- 
able interpofition of papal authority. The le- 
gate's threatenings proved effectual. The clergy 
every where fpread the alarm among both no- 
bles and people. Otho was afraid, and with- 
drew his troops. Herbert only required that 
his fon fhould be formally inverted with the 
archbifhopric and county of Rheims j and 
Hugh, whom Flodoard now calls the Great, 
and the Prince, judged it expedient with them 
to acquiefce in a peace. 

, I " fi I de,i ? r . It is with regret that hiftory records any 

of Lewis m <!• • ,. . .° . . 7 - _. ;' 

Normandy, tning prejudicial to the character of Lewis, 
hitherto lb commendable. .William duke of 
Normandy, lately aflaffinatcd at a conference 
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by Arnulph the count of Flanders, left one *• g* j+* " 
fon> named Richard, very young, Lewis of- "^ 
ficioufly undertook the tutelage of him as a 
minor vaflal, which indeed, the feudal cuftoms 
authorifed, but entered on it more warmly 
under the pretext of friendftiip. He carried 
him as his ward to Laon, the chief place in 
the kingdom for fecurity and ftrength. He put 
him under a drift' guard, and held him in fa£t 
as a hoftage, while he meditated in the prefent, .» 
which he thought a favourable, jun&ure, to re- 
cover the duchy of Normandy to the crown. * 

The death of Herbert count of Vermandois *•*>• 943* 
removed one great obftacle : he purchafed tfce 
friend fhip of Hugh the Great, by onpolitically .' 
rendering him ftill greater by conferring on 
him the duchy of Burgundy. He hoped alfo 
to find the Normans in a diftra&ed and feeble 
ftate, , as they had'no proper leader, (their duke 
being a minor,) and as they were, notwith- 
ftanding, engaged in a war with Britanny. 

He entered Normandy with an army accord- 
ingly, and wai at firft fuccefsful $ but he became 
jealous of his ally Hugh the Great, the duke 
of Neuftria and Burgundy, as too intent on his 
own intcreft, and aiming at ftill more honour 
and power in Normandy. The king therefore 
relaxed his pnogrefs, afraid left warfare might be 
more favourable to the duke than himfelf j and 
endeavoured, by policy and negociation rather 
than by force of arms, to bring the people under 
fubje&ion to his government. 

k 3 Mean-* 
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a.d, 94s- Meantime their young duke Richard cfcaped 

Richard ^^ k* 011 * Their courage revived, on feeing 

cfcjpes. him fafe and free; yet they were afraid that 

they might not be able to proieft him. They 

folicited, and obtained, the patronage and aid of 

Hugh the Great. To him Lewis offered the 

half of Normandy if he would abandon that 

alliance, apd rather join him in conquering the 

duchy. He contented. The Normans now 

thought they were undone, and offered fub- 

xniffion to the king, if he would engage not to 

give up any of them, or of their territory, to the 

duke of Neuftria and Burgundy. By thefe nc- 

gociations and delays they gained time, till a 

reinforcement of their own countrymen came 

from the north, and relieved them from the 

ambition and treachery of both. The Normans 

,now boldly took the field, engaged the king's 

The king a army, routed it with great (laughter, and made 

^945. d* ^S himfclf a priioner T . • 

The queen Gerberge, deeply affli&ed by this 
event, applied for aid in vain to the king of 
Germany \ and with no better fuccefs to the fon 
of Herbert. She was obliged, in this extremity, 
to have recourfe to Hugh the Great, who only 
waited fuch an opportunity for gratifying his re- 
fentment and ambition. He received her ap- 
plication with much civility, appeared to enter 
into all her views, and with the ardour of a 
friend engaged to procure the king's liberty 
/ from the Normans. This he did accomplilh ; 
but he took him from one prifon, only to place 

7 Flodoard. Chron. ad ann. 945. Dudo, lib. iii. 

him 
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him in another : nor did he deliver Mta* A * *>• 94^ 
chough both the king of Germany and of Eng r 
land interceded with him, till the queen fur- 
rendered into his hands the city of Laon y one of 
the chief places of ftrength in the kingdom* 
On being put in pofieflion of this city, he libe- 
rated the king ; and, as a vaffal, renewed his 
homage and allegiance to him. Richard was 
admitted duke of Normandy for fimple hbmage, 
free of all fervicc * 5 and the war for a feafon 
ended* 

But the leaft incident was diffident to re- 
kindle the flames of jealoufy, refentment, and 
ambition. Hugh, more powerful than his fove* 
reign, could not bear fubmiffion to him, and 
aimed at fupreme authority. He was generally 
refpefted, but he was alfo feared. He did not * 
venture to publifh his defign, until he had fecured 
every one who he even fufpefted might oppofe 
him* He was already in pofTcffion of the go- 
vernment of the principal provinces of France : 
he only wanted Normandy, more attached to 
him, to render him fearlefs and confident. 

He reprefented to the tutors and minifters of 
the yoqng duke, that he was a ftranger in France, 
unallied to any family which could effe&ualiy 
- fupport him; and furrounded as he was by 
many powerful and ambitious dates, it was 
furely their duty and intereft to direft him,, 
without delay, to form a fuitable and ufeful, 
connexion. If they (hould confider his fa* 

9 Additamenta ad Gulielm. Gem«tic% Puchefiie. 

*4 mily. 



*3« HISTORY OF FRANCE. Book IL 

^g* W miljr, as they furely might confider it, as fu* 
pcrior to all others anfwerable to this de* 
fcription, for his own part he had no. objec- 
' tions to the marriage of his daughter with 
the duke of Normandy. But as it might be 
violently oppofed by others, the enemies of 
both families, he advifed that ic (hould be 
refolved on, and confummated without delay* 
Little farther deliberation Teemed neceflary : the 
offer was accepted, and the marriage was cele- 
brated. 

The other great barons, thd^ king efpecially 
and his - friends, * were juftly alarmed. The 
counts of Vermandois and Flanders readily 
armed in his behalf: *he king of Germany ac- 
cepted of Lorraine as an inducement to fend an 
army to fupport him. Their joint forces 
' amounted to one hundred and eighty thoufand 
a.d. 946. men. They took Rheims, and reftored it to 
Artold, its former archbi&op: they ravaged 
the territories of the duke of Neuftria ; but 
they accomplifhed po important political change t 
They became jealous of one another, and fepa^ 
rated in anger. 

Council of Difcord and apprchenfipn agitated all Europe, 
^fa^i. interefted in one or other of thefe dates and po- 
tentates. The pope interpofed his authority. 
He called a general council at Ingelheim. 
The two monarchs attended, with the clergy 
and nobles of France and Germany, in order 
to try and compofe thefe diffenfions and wars* 
His legate prefided. When the preliminary 
forms were finifhed, Lewis rofe, and verbally 

ftatedj 
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ftated, "That by the foffragcs of this very dtfke, ^ p '**; 
cc Hugh of Neuftria, and of the other nobles of 
<c France, he had been eledted their king; and 
cc being by their deputies, in confequence, in* 
N c * yitcd and urged, he had come from Britain, 
cc jvherc he then refided, to afcend the throne 
<c of France: that the fame duke, fome time 
" after, by fraud and force, had apprehended 
*' him, and confined him a full year in prifon ; 
- xc nor would he then relcafe him but on con- 
€C dition of being put in poflefiion df Laon, 
cc which was all that remained by that time of 
€€ the royal dominions : that if any one, how- 
€t ever, (hould pretend to fay that he had Alt 
c '.fered thefe things juftly, or through any fault 
cl or crime of his, he was willing to clear 
" himfelf by a folemn appeal in fingle combat 
€t to the judgment of God." 

The affembly commiferated the bufferings of 
the king, and heard with indignation the ca- 
lamities in which the overgrown duke of Neu- 
ftria had involved the kingdom. They iflued 
different comminatory fentences of excommuni- 
cation againft him, for feveral caufes ; for his 
violence againft the archbilhop of Rheims arid 
the bifhop of Laon, as well as againft his fove- 
reign : rnd there is reafon- to think that thefe 
invafions of the territories and rights of the 
churchy were not the lead motives which influ- 
% enced the church of Rome to interfere on thU 
pecafion. 

Hugh" wa$ only the more irritated by thefe 
proceedings, though his arms were not fucceff- 
' ful 
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A.v.'tf*. ful'agafnfl: Soiffbns and Ronci. >Want of fuc- 

m ^ r ~- r ^- ? ccfs, joined with the influence of fupcrftition, 

rendered the proceedings of the council of 

* Treves, which met foon after again under the 
prcfidency of the papal legate, more ef- 
fectual. 

The legate formally inquired in what manner 
Hugh, duke of Neuftria, &c. had conduced 
himfelf, fincc the meeting of the late council of 
Ingelheim, towards his fovereign, and towards 
the church. In anfwer, his violences in dif- 
ferent quarters were fully narrated. Enquiry 
was then made, whether he Gad been duly fum- 
. moned to this council, and whether he had re- 

* ceived due notification of the adls of the pre- 
ceding one againft him. It was anfwered in the 
affirmative. Being called, he did not appear. 
They waited, calling him repeatedly, till the 
third day, and then folemnly excommunicated 
him. The fentence of excommunication was 

jld. 949. confirmed at Rome. 

Still the war continued, though lefs gene- 
rally. Great difordcre were committed. The 
licentious, as well as the fuperftitious and politi- 
cal, took advantage of the fentence of excom- 
munication, to invade and ravage the territories 
of the condemned duke and his adherents. 
They, on the other hand, defended themfelves, 
and made reprifals. At lad, through the me- 
Fctcti diation of the king of Germany, a negociation 
a-d. 950- was cnterc d i nt0 . Hugh did homage in pre- 
fence of the contending armies, and lo the war 
• apparendy terminated. 

HoftU 
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Hoftilities, however, occafionally broke out a. d. ^5* 
during the three remaining years of the reign qf ^-^r*^ 
Lewis.* He fell accidentally from his horfe, as 
he rode at full gallop in purfuit of a wolf, and 
was fo bruifcd that he died foon after, in the £«** *' 
thirty-third year of his age, and eighteenth of sej*en*cr, 
his reign •. A - D * 954- 

In more quiet and orderly time* he might 
have been held a great and virtuous prince. His 
judgment, his temper, and virtues, were fe- 
verely tried ; and it is no flight evidence of his 
talents, and of the general refpeft entertained 
for him, that he was able, fo long and fo ef- 
fectually, to fcfift the ambition of Hugh the 
Great. 



Lothaire, King of France. 

Qf the five fons,of Lewis, two only iurvived 
him. Charles, the youngeft, was but a year 
old, and received no (hare of the kingdom. 
Henceforward it became a cuftom, and a funda- 
mental law of the realm, that the kingdom 
fhould always defcend undivided and entire. 

Lothaire had been afibciated in the govern- Lothainr 
ment with his father three years before his affoqiatcd5 
death.' His youth and inexperience rendered 
his acceffion now the more eafy, as the nobles 
preferred the fovereign who was lcaft able to re* 
{train and control them. 

9 Flodoard* Chroa. ad Ann. 948-5. 

Hugh 
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a«p* 954. Hugh was advifcd by his friends at this Fa- 
v • '• ~~* vourable crifis' to advance boldly, and feize the 
crown : yet the confiderationjuft mentioned de- 
terred him. He feared not Lothaire, but he 
feared the jealoufy of the nobles in general, who 
were averfe from fuch an authority as his, which 
on the throne might deprive them of their li- 
berty and independence. He preferred delay 
therefore, and entertained the hope of fuccefs 
from policy rather than from violence. 

Hp was gratified, in the mean time, by'the 
prudtfnee and addrefs of the queen-mother, who 
confuked him as a friend, and folicited with 
confidence his countenance and protection for 
the young king. 

She Jhewed due refpeft at the fame time 

for her brother Otho, the king of Germany, 

and her other powerful relations. In an aflem- 

bly of the ftates of the kingdom, Lothaire was 

crowned, folemnly crowned at Rheims. 

The main* though perhaps unavoidable, 
error of the queen, and of thofe who adted with 
her in theadminiftration of the kingdom, was 
the grant to Hugh, already too great, of the 
government of Aquitain, the almoft only re- 
maining objed of his ambition neceffary to the 
completion of his fupreme authority in France. 
It was the price of his friend(hip, and the only 
price worthy of his acceptance which fhe had 
to beftow. The grant of it to hirn occafiohed a 
private war betwixt him and William count of 
Poitiers, from whom it was taken for that purpofe. 

The 
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The latter was defeated, and nearly takeji pri- At> - w » 
loner ; but the war came to an enjd by the death Death of^ 
of the aggreffor, in the month of June, A.D. 956* Hu i£* • 

He was great in his talents and property, io 
bis governments and alliances: he was himfelf a 
defcendant of the family of Charlemagne, by 
Robert the Strong, count of Anjou. He had 
married, firft, a fitter of Lewis the Stam- 
merer ; fecond, a daughter of Edward, king of 
England 1 and third, a fitter of the king of 
' Germany. Bis ambition was extreme. His 
death mutt have afforded great relief to the 
queen-mother, to the king, and to the other 
npbles, whom his exorbitant power overawed 
and depreffed,. They hoped ndw to appear, 
like the ftars, with fome luftre, on the fetting 
of the fun. - 

He left four fons. The oldfcft of them, Hugh 
Capet, received the city of Paris, and .the 
county of Orleans. Otho, the fecond, died 
young. Eudes, and after his death Henry* 
was duke of Burgundy. Aquicain reverted to 
the count of Poitiers, with whom the crown 
was unable to contend. All that remained to 
the king was the city and territory of Laon, and 
a few palaces. He was entitled, indeed, to de- 
jnand the military fervice of his barons over all 
the kingdom except Normandy, which, by 
the treaty of the preceding reign, owed homage* 
to the king, and fervice to God only. But 
when the fovereign wanted the power to enforce 
his fumroons, and to compel their fervice, they 
granted it only when it was agreeable to them- 

fclves. 
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a.d. 95*- {elves. A feeble-minded, a referred* an in- 
" L ~ v ~'^ r a&ive prince, could not prevail with them, and 
uthaire my ft have been neglc&ed; but a popular, 
aflivcs and entcrprifing warrior, fuch as Lo- 
thaire was, without being too formidable, en- 
gaged their refpeft, and moderately fecurcd 
their attendance. 

The prefent Teemed a favourable feafon, 
while the fon of Hugh was fo young, to recover 
fome of the principal counties of the kingdom* 
He made attempts in vain on Aquitain and 
Normandy; he fubjc&ed the count of Flan- 
ders ; and by prudent alliances, and balancing 
of intercfts, he preferved the country gene- 
A.D. 965, yajiy f or feveral years in peace "°. 

/ His fuccefs againft Flanders encouraged him 
to attempt the conqueft alfo of Lorraine. 
Otho II. wifely confidering all circumftanccs* 
and particularly the predilection of that country 
lor the race of Charlemagne, judged it better 
1 to relinquifh it voluntarily, than to contend for 
it againft the will of the people by arms. At 
the fame time he refolvcd to divide the royal 
family of France, rather than to aggrandize the 
reigning prince. He offered the Lower Lor- 
raine, comprehending Brabant, and the territo- 
ries between the Rhine, the Scheldt, and the 
ocean, to Charles, Lothaire's brother, to be 
held by him as a fief of the German crown. 



,ft Dudo, lib. iiu Gulielnu Gemet. lib. iv. Chron. 
Flodoard. 965 • 

Charles, 
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Charles, being % otherwife unprovided far, ac- a«p» 9*ft 
cepted the gift, without regard to the policy. ^ lw J 

Lothaire, nfyortificd and enraged, affembled 
an army, and overran the country. But though 
he had fpirit and power to conquer, he wanted 
troops to maintain his conquefts. Some of his 
vaffals, engaged only for a time, and feeling no 
intereft or ardour in the war, deferted him 1 
and he had neither authority to command, nor 
recompense . to purchafe, the continuance of 
their fervjee. They were fond, generally, of 
a&ive war and fpoil, but not of defenfivcly oc- 
cupying pofts and garrifons. When Otho, 
now emperor of Germany, camo with fixty 
thoufand men to recover Lorraine, and to 
make reprifels on France, Lothaire foon re- 
afiembled an army fufficient to attack and repel 
him. 

Next y$ar a negociation took place, and a 
treaty was concluded, by which it was agreed 
that Lorraine fh£ukl be considered as belonging 
to France,' but that the emperor fhould Bold k, 
and govern it as a fief of the French crown. 
. Four years after, on the death of Otho, Lo- 
thaire took advantage of the youth and inexpe- 
rience of his fon, Otho III.; again to attempt 
the conqueft of Lorraine ; but before he had 
made much progrefs in that country, he died in Lothaire 
March A, D. 986, in the thirty-fecond year of^^ # s ^ 
his reign, and about the fiftieth of his age ". 



of dlc 



" Glabar. lib.i. c. 3. Gerbcrti Epift. 74. 

The • 
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*-p«?k» The fafts which hiftory has recotdtd of hirft 
are chiefly of a public and military nature, and 
do not enable us to form any precife judgment 
of his temper and chara&er $ but there is no 
doubt that he muft have poffeffed confiderable 
talents and military genius, who was generally 
fuccefsful in attaching the crown vaffals to him, 
and in retraining thofe who were diforderly; 
and who was able, particularly, to bring 
promptly fuch a force into the field as to 
chafe the German army of fixty thoufand men 
out of France. 



Lewis V. King of France* 

Lothaire, like his father, and many of his 
predeceflbrs, had taken the precaution to aflo- 
ciatc his fon Lewis with him in the government 
of the kingdom. On his death-bed he earncftly 
recommended him to the care and protection of 
Hugh Capet, whom he had almoft uniformly 
fince the death of Hugh the Great enjoyed a$ 
his friend. 

^ Lewis was about nineteen years of age at the 
time of his father's death. He was' readily ac* 
knowlcdgcd king, and his acccflion was alto, 
gether favourable and quiet. But he had neither 
the popular talents nor political genius of his. 
father. He enjoyed, as he did, the tuition, but 
confided not, like him, in the counfels, of his 
mother Emma. He diftrufted both her policy 
and her virtue. It was not the intereft of Hugh 
Capet to reconcile them. The emperor of 

Germany 



r 
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Germany too might have a&ed more zealoufly A. d. 986. 
in their behalf, had he not been prejudiced by kmmm ^ mmd 
the family of Capet. 

Lewis differed not only with his mother, but 
with his queen, Blanche of Aquitain. He 
feems not to have enjoyed an amiable tem- 
per. He reigned but fourteen months, and 
died unrcgretted and without children. aTd*$£ 

His uncle Charles attempted to fucceed him ; 
but his fubmiflion as a vaflal to the emperor of 
Germany in Lorraine, had rendered him un- 
popular* The family of Charlemagne w?s now 
rejected, after a duration of 237 years; and a 
new dynafty afcended the throne of France. 



vol. 11. , 
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CHAP- II. 



.The Hiftory of Religion in France from the 
Death of Charlemagne, A. D, 814, to Hugh 
Capet, A, D. 987. 

, SECT. I. 
Of 'the State of Religion and Morals. 

HPHE Chriftian religion was now extended 
and eftablifhed over all France, The 
energy of Charlemagne's government, which 
pervaded every branch of his adminiftration, 
arid animated the clerical as well as the civil of- 
ficers with zeal, rendered every teacher, whether 
he was a bifhop or country-prieft, aftive in his 
own fphere, in communicating knowledge, and 
in maintaining difcipline and order. It cannot 
be faid, that that knowledge was the fimple 
doftrines of the gofpel, and that that order was 
pure Chriftian morality. The precious light 
of Heaven was clouded with many fhades of 
human opinion ; and the office and authority of 
the moral law were ufurped by frivolous rites 
arid ecclefiaftical canons. 

Some veftiges of heathen fuperflirion ftil! re- 
mained in thofe cuftoms, which kept faft' hold 
of the minds of the people. Many of them 
- L2 believed 
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believed in magic, inchantment, divination, and 
witchcraft ; and dreaded their influence on the 
atmofphcre, and on the fruits of the earth ; on 
cattle, on their implements of hufbandry, on 
their perfonal profperity, and on their do- 
mcftic enjoyments. Nor can thefe fentiments 
of fuperftition be faid to have been derived 
from any fingle ancient tribe or nation; for 
. though more familiar among the eaftern and 
northern nations, though they abounded among 
the Celtes and ftill abound among the Germans, 
yet they are founded on fomc of the bed prin- 
ciples as well as on the weaknefs of our nature, 
and are common to the human race. Prohi- 
bitions and penal laws, though often found con- 
tributing rather to fpread and confirm thefe no- 
tions, continued to be ena&ed and employed 
to fupprefs them *• They are the meteors of 
darknefs, which uniformly vanifh with the pro- 
grefs of the light of Heaven. 

The zeal and ambition of the clergy to in r 
creafe the number, rather than to fecure the 
purity, of their converts, augmented greatly the 
mixture of heathen fuperftition with Chriftian 
faith and pra&ice. Pope Gregory's advice to 
his mifliqnaries, among Pagan nations in the 
fixth century, and frequently put in prattice 
afterwards, was not to be too rigid in the 
abolition of old habits and prejudices: that 
accommodation was neceffary, at firft, to the iri- 
creafe of numbers-, and to the eftablifhment of 
authority ; more favourable circumftanccs after- 

■ Sixth' Council of Paris, A, D. 829. 

wards 
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wards might render them fuccefsful in purifying 
both their faith and morals \ 

The date of the Jews in France during this The jew». 
period, was fometimes precarious. Their own 
imprudence and avarice furnifhed their enemies 
with occafion to reproach and opprefs them: 
their property, which lay at the mercy of thofe 
in power, was vifible and tempting. Having 
no (hare itv the landed property, nor in the go- 
vernment of the nation, they were fuppofed to 
feel no intereft in its profperity and welfare ; but 
above all, they were confidered as the molt in* 
vetcrate enemies of the author and do&rines of 
the Chriftian religion. Hence their lives were 
frequently embittered, and their perfons and 
property were infecure. 

It was reprefentcd as unbecoming a Chriftian 
to-ferve a Jew, and ftill more unbecoming that 
he fliould remain his property as a (lave. To 
every flave of the Jews, who panted For eman- 
cipation, this was a welcome doftrine : they 
prefentcd themielves to the clergy, claimed 
baptifm, and affertcd their liberty. 

Both the church and ftate were divided in 
their opinions on the fubjeft. Such protection, 
on the whole, as a weak government could 
afford, was vouchfafed to the Jews j but it was 
inefficient to defend them againft the injuftice ' 
and violence of the clergy, whofe prejudices, and 
of the people, whofe intercfts, were keenly op* 

, * Bed. Hift. lib. i. c, 30. 

l 3 pofed 
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pofed to them. « What (hall I do V fa}d Ago* 
bard, archbilhop of Lyons, difcuffing this fob* 
je&, " Ought I to refufe baptifm to the (laves 
cc of Jews ? The apoftles and their difciples 
u did not afk, nor wait, for the content of the 
cc matters of thofe flaves whom they bap- 
? c tifed 3 ." On being oppofed by the Jews, 
who aflerted their rights, Agobard became 
jnore zealous. He exhorted Chriftians every 
where oyer his diocefe, to withdraw from 
?11 intercouffe with Jews j and he employed 
all fri$ inftu^ftce with other btfbbps, and with the 
civil power, to p^rfecute and opprefs thsm., 
When Chriftians and their teachers are en- 
grofled with fqch topics as thefe, pure and un- 
defiled religion cannot be expected, to flourilh 
among them, 

state of the The general ftate of the country was pecoli- 
fiwunw?." ar ty unfavpurable to the cultivation of religious 
knowledge and of Chfiftian morals. It was 
diftra&ed by feudal contentions and ufurpation* 
and by Norman ir\vafionanddevaftations. Per-. 
petualjy difturbed by thefe caufes* and by the 
various paffions, jealoufy, fear, revenge, &c« 
which they excite, they were neither inclined 
cor qualified for attending to fubjedbs which re- 

3 Fleury, liv. xL ou torn- x. p. 3zo- 

But the apoftles and firft Chriftians claimed no fetch 
emancipation for their converts. Their doctrine an4- 
<;ondu& weje more juft and reafonable. " Let every 
f • man abide in the calling wherein he was called. Art 
" thou called, being a fervant, care not for it ; but if 
*' thou may eft be made free, ufe it rather ." i Cor. vii. 
top ai. 

quire 
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quire leifure and quiet ; and their frequent and 
ftrong temptations to di (order and criminality 
prejudiced and averted their minds from thofe 
holy do&rines and laws with which the gofpel 
would have reproved and reftrained them. 

But in fa6t the gofpel was generally neglcfted writingt 
by the clergy themfelves, if we may judge of Sua^thc 
their ordinary fermons and exhortations by their £ cr * y J2: 
other writings; for whether they argue or ex- vo 
horr, they appeal not generally to the fcripturcs 
for proofs and authorities, but to the canons of 
ecclefiaftical councils, and to the writings of the 
fathers, A few only of the moft eminent could 
write, or could appeal to either the one or the 
other, being fhacnefully ignorant and illi* 
tcrate. 

Their mora] conduct correfponded to their 
ignorance and neglect of the fcriptures. Am* 
bitious of mere worldly honour and power, and 

t zealous only to maintain external rites and forms f 
and to aggrandife their own clerical order, they 
were regardlefs of purity and re&ittfde. They 
employed any means to attain their end. . It 
feemed to them no crime to gratify their paflions, ' 
however bafc, provided they could do it pri- 
vately j nor were they always fo prudent and 
cautious as carefully to conceal their vicious, 
principles and criminal conduct. They pledged 
the facred vefiels and goods of their churches: 
they received bribes for conniving at the fcan- 
dalous conduct of thofe whom they ought to 

- have fubjedted to difcipline : they indulged in 
intemperance, and various exceffes and diflipa- 

l 4 tion, 
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tion, atfacrcd feftirals and public folemnitics: 
they p'rofeflcd celibacy and chaftity, yet were 
almoft openly regardlefs of feif-denial and fexuaj 
.reftraint 4 . Thus, by their depraved example, 
they contaminated the very people whom it was 
their office and di^ty to enlighten and fan&ify. 
Exceptions, no doubt, there were among the 
clergy, of men eminent both for learning and 
piety i but they do not appear to have been nu- 
merous. Their learning was not generally of 
the mod ufeful kind, confiding chiefly in the 
knowledge of the fathers ; and their piety was 
disfigured by fanattcifm and fuperftition, 

caufcs of Several caufes may be afllgned for this ge~ 
probacy, ncral profligacy among the clergy* 

Attendance The infrequency of learning rendered thole 
who pofleffed it peculiarly refpeftable. They 
werfc the oracles of the times, whom both the 
church and ftate confultcd: they naturally af- 
fumed authority: their opinion was law, and 
their refentment was formidable. Their know- 
ledge and their talents were neceffary at court, 
where fome of them always re Tided. A great 
part of their time there was occupied with civil 
affairs, and wirh the ufual luxury and pleafures 
attendant on royalty. By thefe their clerical 

4 Quotations would be endlefs, cither of particular ex* 
amples, or of the prohibitions of them in ecclefxaftical 
canons. Every council, general and provincial, might 
be referred to. See, among others, the Canons of the 
Council of Pavia, A.D. 850; the Sixth Council of Paris, 
A. D. S28 ; theCapitul. of Hincmar, A.D. 852, &c. 

habits 
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habits were confidcrably changed', and their 
morals were relaxed. They were not the left 
refpedted, however, by many, efpecially of fu- 
perior rank; and were naturally the patterns 
which inferior ccclefiaftics and courtiers copied. 
The influence of their corrupt example was thus 
cxtenfively diffufed over both religious and civil 
fociety. 

Another cadfe of clerical degeneracy was the Military " 
kindof tenure by which many benefices were held. fcrvicc * 
In imitation of thofe of rhc ftate, churches were 
for many years paft efcdowed, or conferred on 
terms of military fervice. The clergy were 
fometimes required, at other times they volun- 
tarily offered, to lead their own vaffals to the 
field of battle. Thefe, ic is true, were not ge- 
nerally the mod efteemed and popular in the 
church, neither were they the mod ufeful mem* 
bers of xhe ftate. In their military expeditions, 
they neceflarily aflbciated with men of other ha- 
bits, of no religions principle^ and of the moft 
diflblutc manners; and the tranfuion is eafy, 
from familiarity with vice,, to the prattice of it. 
Their prefence might at tirft reftrain the rude- 
nefs and diffipation of .their military affuciates ; 
but foon afcer would rather increafe and 
ftrengthen their propenfities to riot and excefs. 
The reverence attached to the facred office and 
character, is a fentimeftc too delicate for the 
growth of a camp * and from its decay there, 
men were taught, and difpofed to believe, that 
it has no rout, no energy, nor real utility. 
Thefe. military habits of the clergy, and thefe 
, opinions 
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opinions formed of them by the laity, were dif- 
fufed, with the return of the army, over the 
country, and contributed much to the profligacy 
of churchmen, and to the general corruption of 
morals. 



*The high 
emolu- 
ments and 
privileges. 
of the 
church* • 



The very endowments and privileges of the 
church proved a caufc of the « decline of reli- 
gion. There was no other profeflion fo ho- 
hourable for the younger branches, or colla- 
teral defcendants of noble families : and as 
thefe families either held the patronage; of 
churches, or had influence to obtain it, they 
cxercifed the power of conferring the benefice, 
without regarding at all the talents, inclinations* 
or moral difpofitions of him on whom they con-* 
ferred it. The fame rank and influence which 
procured the patronage, generally obtained the 
confent of the pope, the archbilhop, or other 
clergy, to approve the qualifications of the pre- 
fentee> and to collate him to the benefice. 
Young men ill-educated both in refpfcdl of 1^ 
teraturc and religious principles, the indolent* 
the fenfual, who revolted againft the labour of 
other profefiions, and courted the eafe and lux- 
ury of a church living -, fome totally void of 
talents and fpirit ; and others, becaufe they were 
zealous friends of a party or fadtion, rufhed, or 
were thruft by their friends, into the church, to 
debafe her chara£ler, and to difgrace and frus- 
trate the great end » of her conftitutions. . On 
the death of Seulf, archbilhop of Rheiras, A. D. 
925, Herbert count of Vermandois caufed his 
own fon, but five years of age, to be ele&cd. 
. - ' That 
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That ele&iori was, unwillingly indeed* 'dp* 
proved by the king, and Confirmed by the 
pope*. 

Finally, the frequent predatory wars, civil arid ™ e <Kf- 
foreign, feudal and Norman, in many cafes de- thewun* 
ftroyed the faireft property of the church, re- */• 
ducedmany of the clergy to want, or furnifhed 
them at leaft with pretexts for various ads of 
Violence and injufficc, and for thofe purfuits and 
that con dud fo injurious to tbemfelves* to their 
country, and to religion. 

Attempts were made in the council of Attigni, 
A. D. &22* to check fome of thefe evils, as the 
abufe of patronage, and of the right of collation 
and ordination j in the Council of Verneui'!, 
A. P. £44, to correct the military difpofuion 
and fervice of the clergy j in the council o( 
Meaux, A»X). 845; and in other councils du- 
ring the period of which we treat, to remedy 
the diforcjers fo prevalent in the church j but the 
current was too general and ftrong to be Hem- 
med either by ecclefiaftical canons, or by the 
civil laws of a weak and inefficient government, 

5 See preceding Chapter, § 4* or Hill* Liter* delft 
France, torn. vL p. 5. 
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SECT. II. 

; Of EecleJUftical Men, Revenues, Inftitutions, OV* 

hnnE ecclefiaftical ranks and orders Remained 
•* nearly the fame as they were before the 
death of Charlemagne. In reviewing them, 
however, we fhall obferve an increafe of pri- 
vilege, and a progrefs of : power. We may 
commence this review at the higheft, and de- 
- fcend to the loweft, order of the clergy* 

The pop* We have feen already (in the preceding Vo- 
lume) the gradual rife of the biftiop of Rome 
above all other ecclefiaftical men, and fome of 
his firft attempts to extend his authority, both 
civil and ecclefiaftical, over France* 'That 
which the greatnels and liberality of Pepin and 
Charlemagne had conferred, the weaknefs of 
their fucceffors confirmed and augmented. To 
the emperor of Rome belonged anciently 'the 
right of approving the ele&ion of a biJhop to 
that city, before his inftalment. Charlemagne 
claimed that right on his becoming emperor of 
* Rome, and found no difficulty in maintaining 

it. But his poftcrity deierved not his honours, 
1 . and were unable to fupport them* 

aim$ to be On the death of Stephen IV. Pafchal was 
dcn C t P 6f n "thc elected and conlecrated pope A. D. 817, with- 

emperor. % ou t 
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out any acknowledgment of the emperor. After 
his inftalment, indeed, Pafchal wrote to Lewis • 
the Mild an apology, and accompanied it with 
magnificent prefents. Thefe were not only ac* 
cepted by him, but the papal envoy Theodore 
was moft. honourably received, and gratified 
with all that he rcquefted. The deeds of Pepin 
and Charlemagne, by which they granted the' 
territory of Rome and the exarchate of Ravenna 
to the pope, were ratified anew; and fevcral 
other territories, with the referve only of im- 
perial fovereigmy, were added, in Calabria and 
Campania*. 

The nature of this imperial right and fove- 
reignty over the pope, we find illuftrated in the 
Capitularies of Lothaire, A. D. 824. They 
prohibit every one, bond and free, from ob- 
ftru&ing, in any manner, the eledion of the 
pope : they declare, that the Romans only are 
entitled to vote at his election : that commif- 
faries appointed by the pope and emperor, (hall 
enquire annually into the ftate of the civil go- 
vernment of Rome and its territories, and fhall 
report concerning the adminiftration of juftice 
and obfervance of the Jaws ; firft to the pope, 
for the more immediate rcdrefs of any wrong ; 
and if that be incftc&ual, to the emperor, that 
he,* &$ fovereign, may enforce and maintain due 
obediehce to the conftitution. " And we re- 
" quire," it is added, " that all dukes, judges, 
4C apd other perfons, of whatever authority, 

1 Vidd Conftkut. J-udov. Pii, in Aft. Concilior. vol. iy. 
p. 1236. ' ' 

" (hall 
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u (ball appfear before us, when at Rome, that 
" wc may afcertain their names and number, 
cc and may admonifh everv one to be faithful in 
cc the difcharge of his duty." The Romans 
fwore at the fame time folemnly, and nearly as 
follows, cc To be faithful to the emperor Lewis 
<f and Lothaire, but without prejudice to the 
" duties which they owed to the pope ; never to 
*f confent to any eleftjon of the pope, but ac- 
it cording ro the canons of the church : nor to 
• cc proceed to his ii>ftalment, until he was fo- 
u lemnly approved by the emperor, or his com* 
« tnifiary." 

Thefe Jaws, however, unfupported by a 
fufficient and fteady authority, were but a (hort 
time regarded. Twenty years only after, when 
Sergius was elefted pope, and Qrdained without 
the acknowledgment and concurrence of the 
emperor, Lothaire was juftly incenfed, and re- 
folvcd to enforce the law. For this pqrpofe he 
lent his fon Lewis, appointed king of Italy, 
accompanied by his uncle Drogo bifhop of 
Metz, to remonftrate againft this negleft and 
violation of irpperial right and authority. The 
young prince, on his arrival at Rome, was re- 
ceived with the ufual pomp, and with all due 
refpeft/ The magiftrates of Rofte went nine 
• miles out of the city to meet and welcome him. 
The people of different ranks met him a mile 
out of the tpwn with mufic, with acclamations, 
and with all the other honours usually (hewn to 
the emperor. Extremely flattered with his re- 
ception, all thefe attended him into the city J% 
and to. the church of St. Peter, where the pope' 
4 - himfelf 
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himfelf and his clergy waited for him. Sergius 
embraced Lewis, and leading him into an inner 
court, caufed the gates to be fhut, and interro- 
gated him peremptorily, " for what end he had 
" come to Rome ? If," added he, 4C your in- 
" tentions be favourable to the Roman church 
<c and ftate, I will open thefe gates ; but if not, 
** you are now at my difpofah" Amazed and 
Intimidated, Lewis affured him that his inten- 
tions were favourable. Immediately the gates 
were opened, the mufical choir entered, and 
hailed the fon and reprefentativc of the empe* 
ror, now recovered from his panic, with the 
felutatbn ufual on thofe occafions, " Bleffed 
€C be he that coo^eth in the name of the Lord !'* 
proftrating tbemfclvcs before him \ 

Thus intimidated, flattered, and bound by 
folemn promife, though extorted from him, to 
axcetnpt nothing againft the incerefts of Rome, 
the army of Lewis, which he had left encamped 
ac a fmall diftancc from the city, was of no fer- 
vke i** cjtfbr cing the end of hi& miQion. 

The queflion was rather fubmitted to a coun- 
cil, of Italian biftops, in which Drogo his uncle 
was called to pre fide : and it was formally dif- 
cufled, whether the election of Sergius, and his 
inliallacioiy without the confent of the emperor, 
W4S or was not valid ? It was eafy in thefe cir- 
cumftances to anticipate the decifion. 1*hc 
pope's ele&ion without the concurrence of the 
emperor was confirmed, and the folemnity of a 

a Ann. Bertin. 844. Liutprand. Vit. Pontif. 

' decree 
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decree was added to the influence of a precedent 
in favour of this mode of procedure in all time 
coming. 

Accordingly whenSergius died, A.D. 847, 
Leo IV. was in this manner chofen his fiiccef- 
for. It was pretended, indeed, that Rome was 
in danger of being befieged by the Saracens, and 
that it was inexpedient, on that account, to 
await for the imperial concurrence. 

On the death of Leo, the joint emperors Lo- 
thaire and Lewis expofed the weaknefs both of 
their underftanding and of their authority, by 
attempting to grafp a right which did not be- 
long to them. The Romans having elefted 
Bcnedid III. according to the ufual form, and ' 
having notified his ele&ion to the French 
princes, they refufed to ratify it, and infiftcd 
that Anaftafius, a cardinal prieft of Rome, who 
had been depofed eighteen months before for 
non-refidcnce and difobedience, fhould be 
clefted pppe. The French were fierce, but the 
Romans were firm. Anaftafius, fupported by 
the former, forcibly thruft out Benedict, and 
feized the pontifical chair; but no arts nor vio- 
lence could prevail with the clergy to confecrate 
. him. The imperial envoys at laft, finding all 
their efforts vain, defifted, and acknowledged 
their inferiority, by confirming the clcftion of 
Benedict '. 

* Anaftaf. in Vit.Benedia III, 

One 
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One advantage, it appears, had been derived 
from the due notification of the pope's Teleftion 
to the emperor, that his prefencc, or the attend- 
ance of his envoys, with a fuitable military force, 
overawed the people, and prevented thofe dis- 
graceful and predatory riots to which on thefeoc*. 
cafions they were prone. On the death of Nico- 
hfc'in 'December A. D. 867, the French claimed 
a right to be prefcot at the ele&ion of his fuc- 
ceflbr; but though the Romans were expofed 
C6 be pillaged by their own tumultuous and 
dfforderly citizens, and were threatened with a 
French army, they replied with firmnefs^ that 
they only had the right of ele&ion, and would 
not confentto the interference of any foreign 
influence. Their relblution being reported to 
the emperor, was approved by him 5 and he 
declared, that he had no defire to diminifti, but. 
rather to augment, their privileges. 

By the tenth canon of the council of Rome, 
A. D. 853, it is admitted as law, that the em- 
peror, or his reprefentatives, ought to be pre- 
sent, not at the pope's ele&ion, but -at his con- 
secration, * c Confidering the diforders to. which 
€i Rome is liable on the death of the pope, 
<c and at the eleftion of his fuccefibr, which , 
€c are to be afcribed to the abfencc of the em- 
cc peror and his commiffaries: wherefore," 
faith the council, c< we refolve, thai henceforth 
c * the pope fhall be elefted in the affembly of 
u the bifhops and of all the clergy, on the re- 
" queft of the fenate and people, and fhall 
<c afterwards be folemnly confecrated in pre- . 
€€ fence of the commiffaries of the emperor." 

VOL. II. M SucI* 
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Such were the attempts of Rome to (hake off 
her dependence on France. We npw proceed 
to trace and , (late the means by which (he en- 
deavoured to render the French church depend- 
ent on her. , * 

The pope The eminence of the city of Rome as the 
toTento ancient metropolis of the empire, the refpec- 
theGaiii- tability of her bifliops, and the^reat credit and 
depended authority which they had acquired by their de- 
•iv him. cifions in important caufes appealed to them* 
induced them to claim" a general authority, and 
* even- to delegate that authority tp their repre- 
fentatives , in foreign kingdoms. They did not 
merely prefume to grant a temporary com- 
miffion for a particular end, but th^y jconftituted 
them their refidentiary and permanent legates 
or vicars. s So early as the end of the fixth cen- 
tury, Virgilius biffiop of Aries held a corn- 
riiiffiorr of this kind from Gregory the Great in 
the kingdom of Childebert. But whatever ru> 
cumftances had fufpended the pride and preju-f 
dices of the French clergy at that period, they 
were certainly in general' a verfe to any appear- 
y - ance of their dependence on a foreign ecclefiafti- 
cal power. When Drogo, or Dreaux, biftiop 
of Metz, who accompanied Lewis king of 
Italy his nephew,, returned with a legate's 
commiffion into France, it feemed fo new and 
v dangerous* an encroachment on the liberties of 

the Gallican church, that it produced no fmall 
refentment and alarm. The council of .Ver* 
neiiil, A.D. 844, before which he produced his. 
Commiffion conftituting him apoftolical vicar in 
all the provinces on this fide the Alps, with 

authority 
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authority over all the metropolitans^ and with 
the power of convoking councils, from which, 
there lay no appeal but to the pope, were filled • 
toith indignation, and had the commifTsoner in- 
fifted on his claim, it was likely to have pro- , 

duced a fchifiti in the church. But he, on the • 
one hand, fubmitted to their opposition with 
meeknefs; and fuch, on the other hand, was 
their refpeft for him perfonallv, and for his rela- 
tion to the royal family, that they did not openly 
&nd dire&ly decide againft his claim. They 
delayed the difcuffion, allowing the matter to 
pafs f|mply without farther notice \ 

In the tneah tithe the po£>e negle&ed no fa- 
vourable opportunity, which in thofe times too 
often prefenred itfelf, of extending and eftablilh- 
ing his authority over France. In the trial and 
divorce of Lothaire and Theutberge, the diffi- ' 
culties appeared fo numerous and great, "and all 
parties appealed fo often to Rpme, that the in- 
terference and authority of the pope in France 
became quite familiar* The contentiorfs of the 
two Hincimars of Rheims and Laoii, and the 
difputc concerning the depofitiori of Ebbon and / 
the ordination of Yti!©de, all contributed to 
promote the fame end. The decifions of the 
French provincial councils were reverfed at 
Rome ; and a direft and conftant* fubordjn&tion 
fcnd fubjeftion was ai riled to be eftablifhed of • 
the Gallican church , under the pope \ For 

6 Hincmar. OpufcuL 44* n. 31. A&. Concilior. ^ 
A. D- 844; 

7 Fleury Hiftoire Ecclcf. torn. xi. p. 354. 401'. OpufV 
cul. Hincmar. 47. ' '.' , 

#f% promoting - 
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promoting this vaft fyftem, falfc decrees were 
fprged as a£ls of councils, whicH> through 
genera] ignorance, few w$re capable, and fewer 
"ftill willing, to inveftigate and difprove. Hinc- 
mar archbifhop of Rhcims, who was both able 
and willing, oppofed them, and the authority of 
the pope generally, with a peculiar zeal and 
firmnefs. Yet Hincmar himfelf, fo hard is it 
fometimes when ill-fupported to perfevere 
with fte'adinefs and confiftency, in the council of 
v Troyes, A. D. 867, united with his brethren in 
befeeching his holinefs the pope not to alter 
what his predeceflbrs had regulated by their de- 
crees, and never henceforth to fuffer a bifhop in 
any cafe to be depofed without the knowledge 
and confent of the fee of Rome. 

The decretal epiftles were faid to have been 
written by the pontiffs of the primitive times : 
the refpe&able name of Ifidore biftiop of Se- 
ville was prefixed to them, to gain and fecure 
them credit. They begpn to appear in the 
eighth century, but were modeftly quoted, till 
ignorance on the one hand, and high prcfump- 
tion on the other, now rendered their authority 
and triumph complete *. ' 

The attempt to eftablifh a refident papal vicar 
in France, was renewed A. D. 876. Jn • the 
council held at Pontion by the emperor (Charles, 
two legates attended, and produced and read 

* See BlondePs Pfeudo-Ifidorus ; and Fkury*s Dif- 
Xert. prefixed to the io"th volume of his EccJefiafticaJ 
Hiftory. ' ' 

letters 
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letters from the pope, conftituting . Anfegifc 
archbifhop of Sens primate and refident vicar 
of Gaul and Germany. The Inters inverted 
him with the power of calling councils, and 
with every other'ecclefiaftical right claimed by 
the pope. He was appointed to publifh to all 
the bifhops the papal decrees; to report the 
fidelity with. which they were obferved and ex- 
ecuted; and generally, to be the organ of 
communication between thefe countries and 
Rome. 

The emperor himfelf attended that council, 
fupported the legates in enforcing the commif- ^ 

fion of Anfegife, and required the bifhops 
prefent peremptorily to declare their * aflent 
and fubmiflion. While they expreffed their 
high refpeft for him and for the fee of Rome 
with a becoming dignity and firmnefs, they re- 
fufed to acknowledge any commiflion or autho- 
rity prejudicial to the metropolitans' of the 
church and former canons and decrees. Fro- 
tharius bifhop of Poitiers alone fcconded the 
intention and zeal of the emperor. 

Finding all the reft of the council immove- * 
(able, the emperor ftated, in a tone indicating no 
fmall degree of irritation, that he reprefented 
the pope in phis affembly, and was bound to 
execute his orders: wherefore, with the- con- 
currence of the two legates alfo prefent, he 
prefented the pope's letter to Anfegife* ap- 
pointing him reiident vicar j and havrrig caufed 
a feat to be placed before all the bifhops of the 
kingdom, near that of the legate 6a his right 

M 3 hand, 
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Jiand, he commanded Anfcgife to pafs forward, 
and to occupy it. The fpirit of Hincmar and 
his pride were routed. With all his eloquence 
3nd influence he oppofed the innovation, and 
prdtefted againft ir. But the emperor was refo- 
lute, and the meafure was carried. Anfegife 
thenceforward aflucned the title of primate and 
vicar of all Gaul and Germany ; but it proved 
. - a mere title, as he acquired" little or no aftuaj 
authority orjurifdiftion 9 . 



The highcft.prder of clergy within the king* 
dom of France was the metropolitans. They 
' were th$ bifhbps of the provinces and of pro- 
vincial cities, as of Rheims, Sens, Rouen* 
Tours, Aries, Lyons, Vienne, Befancjon, ,Bourr 
ges, Bourdeaux,- and Narbonne. The title 
archbifhpp, afcribed originally to patriarchs, 
and to the bilhop of Rome only, feems, after 
> the council of Ma§on, A. D. 581, when it was 
firft ufed in France, to have been gradu- 
ally aflumed by the metropolitans, till it came 
to be almpft tHeir only title, 

French me- The metropolitan, or archbifhop, was under- 
^arch!"' ftopd to have the fame charge of the clergy and 
pf tfcc church in his province, as a bifhop 

9 AiuiaL Bertin. Ad. CpnciL, torn, vi. p. 1. edit. 
Paris, 1714. p. 166—178. 

hacj 
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had in his diocefe. He ordained bifliops, 
excrcifcd authority, arid watched over them ; 
convened provincial councils, and presided in 
them. 

The archchaplain was an ecclefiaftical officer Arch, 
whom we find often mentioned during this pe- chapUm * 
riod. Hindmar defcribes him under the name 
of apocrifiaire, and fays the office was firft infti- 
tuted by Conftantine lo . When he translated 
the feat of empire to Byzantium, he committed 
the charge of the city of -Rome, and of all ec- 
clefiaftical matters relating to it, to its bifhop 
pope Sylveftcr, as the imperial apocrifiaire : 
that, after the converfion of Clovis, the bifliops 
of France were alternately invited to court, 
where each in his turn refided fome time, as the 
' royal chaplain, or apocrifiaire, of France : that , 
the office was not always confined to bilhops, 
for the king might and did invite to the exer- 
cife of that office fometimes prefbyters, and 
even deacons with the bilhops' confent $ and for 
this reafon, adds Hincmar, that it was found 
inexpedient for a bifhop to be fo long abfent 
from the local deities of his office. 

The office of the archchaplain was not merely 
ecclefiaftical and religious. His charge and 
authority extended over all the other officers of 
the palace, who were clergymen ; and this or- 
der of men only, in thofe days, were qualified 
to write, and to tranfaft the bufinefs of the 
ftate. The chancellor, the fecrctaries, and their 

10 De Ordine Palatii, c. 13—15. 
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clerks, were. fobje& tx> him 5 and, no. audienpe; 
. was obtained of the king, efpecially bjf a c^urchi 
man, nor any bu fine is begun or terminated, but, 
by means of this firft officer of ftate. At the 
fame time, he dire&ed all religious matters in 
the palace, with the advice and concurrence of the 
emperor, or king. Hence a peculiar aod pre- 
eminent dignity and rank wefe attached to this 
bfjfice. It was conferred on men of abilities and - 
influence; and it alfo naturally recommended 
them to the higheft refpeft and honour among 
the clergy in France, In the council of ThU 
onville, A» D. 835, Drogo biibop of Metz was 
called to prefide, chiefly on account of the high, 
office which he held asarchchaplain *\ - 
_». 

Thcbiihoprf , The qualifications, rank, and office o( a 
biibop were defcribed in the preceding vor * 
lume. In this article may be colle&ed in one 
view, the manner pf his ele&ion and ardina* 
tion, as we fkd them detailed by Hincmar in his 
Epiftks'% 

0nava- On the death of the late incumbent, the 
f#ncy ' clergy of the diocefe fent a deputation of both 
clergy and laity, generally three of the one and 
two of the other, to intimate the vacancy to the 
metropolitan. He was accustomed to afk the 
deputies, whether they were authorifed to name 
any one to fupply the vacancy; and by feve-r - 
raJ papal decrees, as well as by the pra&ice of 

11 Ada Concilior. torn. iv. Flodpard. Hift. lib. ii. 
Hincmar. Opufc • ' 

42 Bibliotheca Patrum, torn. }i. p. 59^, et fequent* 

*he 
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the church, the bifhop ought always tx> be 
chofen from amongft the clergy of the diocefe. 
The metropolitan then wrote to the king, re- Circum- 
quelling his permiffion that the clergy and {J™ ^ te 
people, nobles and citizens '*, of the. diocefe the eiec 
might meet for the purpofe of ele^ipga bi/hop 5. " 
and that he would nominate a bifhop of a neigh- 
bouring diocefe, whom the metropolitan fhould 
authorifc as a vifitoi; on that occafion, to re- 
pair to the faid vacant fee, and to prefidc w an4 
certify the election. On the electron being 
duly certified, the metropolitan appointed the 
time and place of ordination* 

Mean time the metropolitan wrote to the 
clergy and people alfo pf the vacant churc^, 
exhorting them to obferve the ufual fpleipnitie* 
of fading and prayer on that occafip/i* tQ 
ftudy unanimity y to attend carefully to the qua- 
lifications of the perfon whom they were to 
eledt, and to carry on the election in an or-y 
derly manner, in prefence of, and with a 
fuitable refped: to, the bilhop-vifitpr. The 
©bjeft of their ele&ion might be a prieft or 
deacon within their diocefe, whether he officiated 
in a city or in a monaftery; but if it fhould fo 
happen that they found none whom they judged 
worthy of their choice within the bounds of their 
own church, they might cleft one of the neigh? 
bouring diocefe, or even" province, provided, 
however, that they obtained the content of the 
bifhop of that diocefe in which he refided. Hfc 

,3 " Quoniam ab omnibus debet elegi, cui debet ab 
" omnibus obediri." -Hincmari Epift. ad Hedenulfum. 

warned 
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warned them farther to beware of fimony, and 
of every other irregularity, left it fliould be ne- 
ceflary to fet afide their ele&ion, and to prefent 
to them, without their content, a bifhop; more 
fitted to reftrain and fubdue their temper, than 
dtfpofed to accommodate himfelf gently to' their 
inclinations. 

At the When the bifhop*vifitor arrived, and had 

aflembled the clergy and people of the vacant 
church, he was accuftomed to addrefe them 
foitably to the occafion of their meeting ; to 
read to them the paffages of Timothy and . 
Titus in which the apoftle Paul defcribes the 
proper qualities of a bilhop, and alfo the canons 
of the church on that fubj^d, and generally re-» 
lative to the eledhon, to which they then pro- 
• ceeded. 

The decree of ele&ion was drawn in the form 
of a letter, addrefied to the metropolitan and his . 
fuffragans, and fubferibed by the clergy and 
people of the vacant church ,4 . 

Ordination. On the day of ordination, the church being 
aflembled, and the decree of election having 
been read, the metropolitan, or, as he was now 
more frequently called, the archbifhop, who 
prefided, enquired if the cle&ion had been re- 
gular and free, and if the people and clergy 
prefent now confented to the ordination/ He 
then called on the bifhop-cled, and interro- 
gated him openly concerning the place of his 

14 Biblioth. Patrum, torn. ii. p. 604, 

birtfy 
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birth, his rank, his former occupations, his 
education, his general chara&er. Thefe all 
being certified, not merely by verbal anfwers, 
but by proper witnefles and written documents, 
he proceeded to examine him on the fubje&s of 
his knowledge, and on his attachment to the 
faith and capons of the church, 

Though the church prefcribed a general for- 
mula, which appears to be a mixture of the 
Athanafian with the apoftle's creed iJ , yet the 
bifhop eleft was allowed to draw up the arti- 
cles of his own faith, it being underftood that 
they (hould contain nothing inconfiftent with 
that formula. 

The profeffion of Adalbert, bifhop-cleft of 
Teroiiane, of his faith, was in fubftance as v 

follows ,f : 

« I profefs that there is one faith only, which Biihop- 
€ * by divine grace I will hold, preach, and de- J c ffi«Sf°* 
c< fend, as it is given by divine infpiration, and faitl * 
4C delivered to us by the apoftles and their 
* c fucceflbrs. 

€€ I profefs that there is one baptifm; for 
<c the remiffion of fins; one apoftolic and uni- 
* 6 verfal church, in which only fins can be for- 
€€ given, in the name of the Father, Son, and 
4C Holy Ghoft, by means of baptifm, of the 
*• fruits meet for repentance, and of that apof- 

'J Biblioth. Patrum, torn. ii. p. 605. " Ibid- 

8 «* tolic 
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cr folic authority with which flic is. inverted by 
€t our Lord. 

" I profefs that no one can be fav?d without 
u the pale of this catholic church. 

cc I profefs that I admit, and venerate, fix 
cc facred general councils, the Nicene, the 
<f Conftantinopolitan, the Ephefian, Chajce- 
€C donian, the Conftantinopolican under pope 
< c Virgilius, and the Conftantinopolita-n under 
5 C Agatho; -and I condemji all who differ from 
cc them, and who have been condemned by 
** them. 

, cc I profefs to receive the epiftle of pope Leo 
€C to Flavian bMhop of Cojiftantinople, and his . 
. <c other epiftles tending to eftablifh the faith g 
" the Athanafian creed, which forms daily a 
cc part of folemn fervice in the church, and 
« c which teaches us, that there are three per- 
€€ fons in one God, and two natures in one pec- 
• c fon in Chrift, i^ho was born of the Virgin 
*• Mafy, fuffcred, died, rofe, afcended into 
€t Heaven, fitteth at the right hand of God, 
cf whence he fhall come to judge the quick and 
** the dead, and fhall render to every one ao 
*\ cording to his works. 

<f I farther an^them^tife all herefies and 
" fchifms, which the catholic and apoftolic 
^ church anathematifes, and whatever is coa- 
cc trary to found dodtrine $ ^and from which 
cc found dodrine of the catholic church, I de- 
cc clare I never will depart, 

Cf Finally, 
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€i Finally, I do folemnly promifc, that I will 

€€ obferve the canons and decrees of the coun- 

* c cils, and will keep and maintain particularly 

t€ the rights and privileges belonging, to the 

c< provincial church of Rheims : all which with 

" my mouth I fincerely confefs, and with my 

" hand I cordially fubferibe." 

•» 
After fome other forms, the meeting was ad- 
journed for two days. On the day- appointed 
by decree of adjournment, the bifhop was, fo- 
Jemnly ordained, after various forms of worfhip, 
by imposition, of hands, by benediction, by put- 
ting the mitre on his head, the ring on Ins 
finger, and the paftoral ftaff in his' hand; and x 
having faluted him with, the holy kifs, they led 
him to . the feat deftined to his rank. Some 
paflages of the Epiftle to Timothy were read to 
him, the biffiops prcfent fubferibed the aft of 
his ^ordination, high mafs was performed, he 
was prefented to the clergy and people of his 
diocefe, and the whole was concluded by his 
performing high mafs, afiifted by the bifhops 
of the province} or, if "limply a bifhop, by the. 
prefbyters and deacons of the diocefe. 

• * • . 

The duties of the bifhop were both of a fpi- HU duties 
ritual and temporal nature. He prefided ip the 
fervices of religion in his own church, or de- 
puted others fn his room. He watched over 
the clergy of his diocefe, as their fpiritual father 
'and judge; their qualifications were fubmitted • 
to him, and their privileges were derived from 
him. In a word, he was the ecclefiaftical ruler 
in his own fee. But an appeal was competent 

from 
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from his court to the metropolitan, and ulti- 
mately to the pope. It was incumbent on him 
alfo to take care that the clergy fubordinate to 
x him were provided with fufficient and proper* 
m£ans of fubfiftence: that the churches were 
duly repaired and maintained, illuminated and 
ornamented : that hofpitality was generourfy ex- 
ercifed, and that the poor were not neglefted : 
that the quota of troops required by the ftate 
from his diocefe were furnifhed, and fitly pro- 
vided as neceffary according to law ; and gene- 
rally that there were no dilapidations of the 
church-revenues, nor any ufurpation of ecclefi- 
aftical privileges r7 . 

The chore- The choreveques, chorepifcopi, or country- 
^afiAimc 0r bilhops, were priefts to whom the bifliops itt 
bifliops. large diocefes, or for their own eafc, commit- 
ted the charge of certain diftrifts, ofconfider- 
able towns, or of particular occafional func- 
tions. It was always underftood, however, that 
they had no power nor authority above that of 
an ordinary prieft, but by fpecial delegation. 
Yet they" appear to have often ufurped epifco- 
pal authority, and to have introduced fuch irre- 
* gularity as required the interpofition of both 
papal authority and etclefiaftical councils to re- 
train and moderate them. Their name and 
, office difappeared in the tenth century '*. 

17 Biblioth. Patrum, torn. ii. p. 6oy. Dialog, de Statu 
Ecclef. p. 612—615. 

18 Afla Concilior. vol. iv-,p. 948—950. Concil. Meld* 
ibid* p. 1491 •>, 
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The inferior pricfts, and other ecclefiaftical inftrio» 
officers, continued nearly the fame in every, re- **•■• 
fpeft as they are represented in the preceding 
volume. They were frequently negleded in- 
deed, or oppreffed, by their fuperiors. By a 
capitulary of Charles the Bald, enafted . at 
Thouloufe A. D. 844, the bifhops are prohi- 
bited from multiplying their pari(hes unnecef- 
farily, and from vifiting them ofcener than ^ 
once a-year, with a view to levy dues in name * 
of the expences of vifitation. 

The dues to which they were entitled from 
each parifli on this account yearly, were one 
modus of corn, one of barley, and one of wine, 
being the legal and ordinary meafure of the 
country ,p ; a calf, lamb, or pig, of the value of 
fix deniers 5 or if they preferred it, two folidi 
in deniers for the whole *°. 

- The bifliops were not merely difpofed to AtnWtion 
opprefs their inferior churchmen ; they aimed ckrgy. 
at an afcendancy oyer all civil ranks and autho- 
rity. They encouraged appeals from every 
quarter to their jurifdidtion ; and they claimed a 
right ofjurifdidion over allperfpns, things, and 
adtions, which by any affociation might be con- 
nected with religion or the church. The con- 
tentions of the nobles, and the weaknefs and 
wars of the princes and emperors, furnifhed 

■• A modus was 2640 libs, of corn, 300 pints of wine. 
It varied in different diftri&s. See vol. i. p. 501. and , 
l)uchelhe, toc. Modi us. 

*° Afla.Goncil. vol.iv. p. 1458. . 

- . them 
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them with too many pretexts for extending and 
confirming this claim. 

They fubje&ed Lewis the Mild to discipline, 
Or they abfolved'hrm : they degraded him from 
, the rank of emperor, and they replaced him oft 
liis throne. They readily accepted the reference 
which was made to them by his fons Lewis and 
thartes, and after folemn deliberation conferred 
;on them the dominions of Lothaite, which theft 
princes had conquered from him with dreadful 
bloodfhed in the battle of Fontenoy. Yet even 
this fovereignty already fo acquired they would 
not grant, until thefe princes publicly declared 
that they would exercife it, not as Lothaire had 
done, but according to the will of God. In 
that long epiftle written and fent by the fynod 
'of Quiercy to Lewis king of Germany a, v they 
aflume a tone and authority fcarcely fuitabfe 
from a mafter to a diforderly fervant. They 
charge him in a declamatory ftyle with Crimes 
the moft aggravated, chiefly againft the church, 
committed either diredtty by himfelf, or mare in- 
direftly by the lords of his kingdom, whom, 
tfcey fay, he ought to have reftrained, and by 
the partiality and injuftice of thofe judges and 
commifiaries to whom was entrufted the admi- 
niftration of the laws. " Bring thefe men," 
faid they, " before their bifliops i coitipel them 
Cf to htrmble -themfelves in their prefence, that 
" they may be fubjedled to difcipline, and ob- 
' " tain repentance. Take our advice," they 
add, in anfwer to his command, c ' to affembfe 

** Adty Concil. torn. v. p. 466—478. 

* "in 
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€ * in council at Rheims, and when a conve- 
cc nient rime (hall arrive for fuch a council, wc 
f< will not now meet you, but then may offer 
€€ you farther our beft coiinfel." In a word, * 
they excommunicated him, 'and refolded that 
they would never abfolve him, till he fhould 
acknowledge his guilt, and (hew the (incerity 
of his penitence. 

Lewis maintained fome dignity, but his 
younger brother Charles the Bald, at the fame, 
time, in the council of Savoniere fubmitrcd him- 
ftlf tamely to the judgment of the clergy, 
whether he (hould be actually depofed by them 
or not**. 

The extreme weaknefs of the civil govern- chwaae? 
ment, and the arbitrary power of the church, *^ a c ™~ 
cannot be better illuflrated than by a (horc ftate- rtmcnAr * 
ment of the diforderly and lawlefs condud of j^°? o£ 
Hincmdr.bifhop of Laon. He was the nephew 
and difciplc of Hincmar arch bi (hop of Rheims, 
who fpared no labour or influence in carrying 
on his education, and promoting hfs intereft. 
He introduced him to court, where he was em-» 
ployed, being a man of talents and addrefs, in 
feveral affairs of importance, both foreign and 
domeftic : he procured for him the bilhopric of 
Laon, being within the bounds of his owft -- 
church, in the province of Rheims. - 

*• Libellus Proclamat. Domini Caroli Regis ia A#v 
Concil. torn- v. p, 487. See alfp the opinion of Fleury 
to die fame elFedt, Hiii, £«£le£ torn. x*u p. 638, 639. 

vou u. w So 
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So much attention and paternal kindnefs pro«- 
duced for fome time a becoming gratitude 
and reciprocal affedion. He rc?pe<3ed his 
uncle, and zealoufly promoted his meafures : 
but the natural temper of neither uncle nor 
nephew appears very mild and accommodating * 
the fprmer was imperious, and the latter was 
not fubmiffive and humble. Having obtained 
court favour, the biftiop of Laon accepted an 
office in the palace, and * an abbey in another 
province, contrary to the canon law, and .with- 
eut confulting his uncle and metropolitan the 
archbifhop of Rheims, He refufed to attend 
the fynods to which he was fummoned, for he 
was afraid to meet his uncle, or to fubmit to 
any interrogations or difcipline. His difregard 
and fear rdfe to prejudice and refentment. He 
favoured < and admitted to communion thofe 
whom his metropolitan and his friends had ex- 
- communicated ; and others whom they favoured* 
he excommunicated. He proceeded to alpcrfo 
his uncle's chara&er, to treat him with per* 
fonal difrefpedt, to revile, and even to threaten 
him. He next dire&ed his turbulent fpiric 
againft the civil government. 

Charles the Bald had conferred the ecclefiafti- 
cal lordfhip.of Poiiilly, in the diocefe of Laon, 
on a baron named Nortmannus. Hincmar the 
biftiop recalled this grant, as affeding his bene- 
fice. Nortmannus, refufing to relinquifh it, was 
excommunicated by him, and forcibly driven 
out of his poffeffion. .He was farther accufed 
by the biftiop to the pqpe, as a facrilcgious 

robber 
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robber of the church. The pope, always eager 
to interfere in the affairs of France, ifloed a 
mandate to the uncle the archbifliop of Rheims; 
requiring him to excommunicate this lay- 
offender. The archbilhop, confeious that this 
requifirfon was unjuft, refufed to execute ik 
Charles the king approved and fupported the 
elder Hincmar, againft his nephew and the 
pope. The bifliop of Laon reclaimed, and 
brought the fubjeft again to Rome, charging 
both the king and the archbifhop with contempt 
of the authority of the holy fee. In his rage, he 
excommunicated the clergy of his own drocefc, 
for fome diiaffe&ion fhewn him. The fentence 
of excommunication was contravened by their 
metropolitan, by whofe authority they were re- 
ftored to their privileges. 

"With a view to fubdue this fpirit and com- 
pofe thefe differences, the king affembled the 
council of Piftae, a place now unknown, which 
the bifliop of Laon, though fummotied, would 
not attend. His bifliopric and revenues were 
feized by royal authority : but his uncle now in- 
terpofed as metropolitan; ahd having infilled 
that it was illegal for the king to feize, or at all 
to touch, ecclefiaftical perfons or property, 
the matter was fubmitted by both parties to 
be decided by an ecclefiaftical affembly. The 
fynod of Verbery was convoked in May 869 for 
this purpofc. . The younger Hincmar attended ; 
and, finding the current of opinions running 
againft him, appealed to Rome. Being pre- 
vented by the king from leaving his diacefe to 
N.a profc* 
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profecute His appeal, he took revenge, by ex- 
communicating the whole people of L*on, in- 
tcrdi&ing the exercife of every religious funftion: 
infants remained unbaptized, the churches were 
(hut, the dead were unburted. The archbHhop, 
of Rheims countermanded this interdict,' and 
enjoined the clergy to difcharge their duty r the 
trifliop, his nephew, commanded their obedience 
to their immediate fuperior; and itjs no won- 
der that the country was diftra&cd. 

Pope Adrian, who appears to -have been not 
only, like all his predeceffbrs, defirqus of ruling 
the church of France, but of humbling par- 
ticularly the archbifhop of Rheims,. was always 
ready to liften to any one who appealed to him 
againft that metropolitan, either for counfel or 
aid j and though he could not be ignorant of the 
character, of the younger Hincmar, yet he en- 
couraged and fupportcd him in his rebellion 
againft both church and ftate. He wrote to the 
king, requiring him to allow the bilhop of 
Laon to attend his duty at Rome j and he or- 
dained the metropolitan to take charge of his 
diocefe in his abfence, and to fee that it fuffered 
no dilapidation nor injury from cither prince or 
people. An affembly 'was- held at Douzi 
A. D. 87 1 j which the king and both Hincmars 
attended. The bifhop of Laon was charged 
with ecclefiaftical difobedience and with civil 
rebellion. The trial was tedious; but he was; 
finally and unanimoufly condemned and dc- 
pofed. Reftlefs and vengeful,-hc was ftili tnov- » 
ingfedition, when the king judged itneceffary 

to 
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to banifh him, to cad him into prifon, to load 
'him with fetters, and inhumanly to put out his 
eyes, n On the death of Charles the Bald, pope 
John VIII. came into France,, and, two years 
after this difgrace and punifhment, rcftorcd this 
degraded bifhop, in the aflembly of Troyes, not 
to his fee, which was though^ improper, but to 
the communion of the church, and to the exer- 
cife of fome ecclefiallical fun&ions; and with 
the confent of the king, Lewis the Stammerer, 
he was allowed an annuity out of the revenues of 
the church of Laon. He died A.D. 882". 
Thefe fads (hew the diftra&ed ftate of the 
church, the power of a fingle bilhop to vex and 
difturb both church and (late, the officious 
fpirit of the pope, the deficiency of civil and 
eccleiiaftical law, and the general weaknefs of 
government. 



The revenue of the clergy remained the fame Rewmca 
in kind as in the preceding ages; but conti- ^«h. 
nued, through ecclefiaftical policy, to be daily 
augmented, Xhc tithes, which at firft' were Tithes, 
paid voluntarily and partially, were now claimed 
as a right, and univerlally demanded. They 
were payable not merely for land, but for its 
produce j and in proportion always to the ciil- 

* 3 Opufcuh Hincmari. A&a Concilior. vol. v. Cave, 
Jiift. Lit. vol. ii. p. 4 J- 

n 3 ture 
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ture and improvement u . The council of lYi- 
bur near Mayence, A, D. 895, not only en- 
forces the payment of tithes, butftates the prin- 
" . ciple on which they ought to be paid faithfully : 
€l All things are God's : he gives nine parts to 
<f men, and referves the tenth to himfelf, for the 
* . €t maintenance of his church and minifters. 
cc The faithful payment of them, therefore, is , 
€t firft a right arid debt due to the church i it is 
cc next a proper cxprefljon of homage and re* 
f c gard, effential to the Chriftian oharaftcr ; and 
u it is ncceflary that they who ferve at the altar 
€€ (hould be duly fupported, that they may be 
f * free from worldly labour and care." .Thcfe 
funds, it is added, ought to be divided into 
four parts ; that one ftiould belong to the bifhop, 
a fecond to the other clergy, a third to the poor, 
and the fourth to maintain the public buildings 
and other expences of the church * 5 . 

Donatiom Donations, legacies, and mortifications of 
cl«. ,esa " l an d and other property, formed a continual ac- 
ceffion of ecclcfiaftical revenue. Nothing of a£ 
general nature contributed to this, more thai* 
the apprehenfion, towards the clofe of the 
tenth century, that the confummation of ?11 
things was at hand. This opinion was founded 
on Rev. xx. 2 — 4. " And he laid hold on the 
€f dragon, that old ferpenr, which is the devil , 

*4 €t Volumus atquejubemus, ut de omni conlaborato, 
•• & de vino & foeno, fideliter & pleniter ab omnibus 
u nona & decima periblvatur : de nutrimine ver6 deci- 
lf * ma." CapituI, Ludov. Pii/lib. \u 

* s Ada Concilior. vol. vi. part i. p. 443. edit. Paris, 
i7*4v 

« f and 
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tc and Satan, and bound him a thoufand years* 
" and caft him into the bottomlefs* pit, aiwl 
f<( (hue him up, and fee a fcal upon him, chat 
cc he (hould deceive the nations no more, till 
<c the thou/and years fhouki be fulfilled* and 
" after that he muft be looted a little feafom 
<c And I faw thrones, and they fat upon them, 
" and judgment was given unto them/' &c. 

From thefc words, fome of the clergy, In their 
ignorance and Simplicity, and others, carried 
along by the popular current, taught that the 
end of the world was at hand, that antichrtft 
was about to be previously and for a (hort time 
revealed, and that then the general judgment 
would take place *. The confternation was 
univerfal : pleafure, bufinefs, and property were 
•abandoned : any remarkable phenomenon* as 
an eclipfe, feemed the certain forerunner* of the 
awful diffolution of nature. Many were eafily 
perfuaded, by. the more knowirtg and crafty, . 
to convey their property to the church, and by 
fuch a facrifice to fecure the remiffion of their 
, fins, and an inheritance among the juft : 
others, of their own accord, teftified their indif- 
ference to this world* apd their hope of a better, 
by diverting themfelves of the moft valuable 
property, which they gave to the church : and 
fome, who had nothing elfe to beftowj fub- 
jeded themfelves to fcrtficude to the clergy, 
thinking it more fafe and honourable, on Chrilt's 
appearance, of whiclt they had no doubc, to be 
found among his fervants, and already attached 

46 Abbo adverfus Aniolph. Cod- Canon. Ecclef. Rom. 
p. 401. 

N 4 tO 



1*4 HISTORV OF PftANCB. Book It. 

to his poffeflion. The fame apprehehfioto 
though not to the fame height of frenzy, had 
feized many in former age* . Among the forms 
of writs preferved by Marculfus, we find con- 
veyances to this effeft : u Confidering t^e near 
" approach of the diffolution ofthe world, and 
€C the importacfe of being prepared with a com- 
" pofed mind to meet that awful event : Where - 
€c fore, in the name of God, I and my fpoufc, 
u trufting in the mercy and remuneration of 
<c him who hath faid, Give alms of what you 
" poje/s, and behold all things are your's, we 
1 €c g iv *) g ra "t, and convey for ever, &c. &c. 
€< And if any one of our heirs (which we 
ci truft will not happen) fhould attempt to con- 
u . travene and fruftrate this our intention and 
cc donation, let him be forthwith excommuni- 
' <c cated, and delivered over to the fociety of 
<f Judas, the betrayer of our Lord x V' 

Perq^ifites. The church and the clergy perfonally derived 
other confiderable revenues from the particular 
fervices which they performed, and privileges 
which they conferred. The very prohibition, 
in certain cafes, to afk money for burial, i>ut to re- 
ceive it only when offered ; and the prohibition to 
receive any thing,eithcr money or prefents,dire6U 
ly for the holy oil ufed in baptifm, confirmation, 
and extreme un6Uon ; (hew that gifts and offer- 
ings were cuftomary, and no .inconfiderable 
fource of ccclefiaftical revenue * 8 . ' , 

%1 Marculfi Monachi Formul. lib. ii. 3. «. Mundi 

*• terminum ruinis crebrefcentibus apprppinquantem in- 
" dicla certa manifeflant," &c. * " 

* s Concil. Meldenf. A. D. 845. in A&. Concilior- 
vol.iv. p. 1491—1496. art, 45. 63.72, 

Rejiqucs 
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Reliques efpccialfy formed a fund which feem- *eiiq*«* , 
ed then inexhauftible. This fubjett, which was 
illuftrated at confidcrable length in the preceding 
volume, admits now but of few additional fa&s. 
The attention of more ancient and popular faints 
being fuppofed to be too much engroficd, new 
ones were introduced who were x fuppofed to 
have more leifure and condefcenfion. New 
churches were dedicated to them ; and their 
bodies, bones, coffins, or any part of them, were 
trgnfported to them with the greateft pomp and 
folemnity. It frequently forms the moft emi- 
nent a£b in the life of a bifhop, or in the reign 
of a king, that he afliftcd in tranfporting the 
bones of fome popular monk from one corner 
of\a province to another. In thefc times of 
grofs ignorance, it feemed neceflary that every 
man fhould enjoy the patronage of fome faint, 
as the means of his accefs to Jefus Chrift and to 
God, and as the ordinary fource of his fafety and 
confolation. Jefus Chrift, indeed, was compara- 
tively little mentioned, and God the Father, 
feemed to be almoft totally forgotten. 

It became neceflary to reftrain this frenzy, and Cincnii* 
to decree that no pcrfon fliould be held a faint, tlon * 
nor entitled to any regard as fuch, until he was 
formally admitted to that honour, and publicly 
declared worthy of it by the bifhop ui a provin- 
cial council. For fome time, this confiderably 
augmented the patronage and influence of the 
bifhops , but it was coveted, and at laft feized, as 
an important privilege, by the popes* 
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Udalric, born A. D. 893, of a noble .family, 
educated as a monk in the abbey of St. Gall* 
ordained bifliop of Augfburg A. D. 9*5, and who 
died A. D. 973, was the firft found on record 
who was formally canonized as a faint. There 
feems nothing of a pofitive nature remarkable 
in his life, on account of which he deferved that 
honour. He had been fuccefsful, indeed, in de- 
fending his epifcopal city againft the Huns. He . 
was extremely affiduous in religious exercifes, 
rigid in obferving the rules of his order, and ag>» 
.pears to have been inoffenfive and blameldfe. 
Twenty years after his death, the church of 
Home, defirous of engroffing this ppwer of 
Jaint-making, and of reducing it to a precife 
form, afiembled in the palace of the Lateran for 
the purpofe. Luitolphus, one of the fucccflbrs 
of Udalric, or Ulric, and who vifited Rome on 
this occafion and for this purpofe, rofe in the 
council, read the life of Ulric, and moved that 
he fhould be admitted canonically, or be canon- 
ized, as a faint. The council, confide ring his 
life, his miracles, and their own power, expreffed 
in thefe words of fcripture, " he that rcceiveth 
" you, receivcth me •" and farther con fide ring 
the great utility, and confolation arifing from the 
mediation of faints 5 did fet apart the faid 
Udalric, Of venerable memory, as a faint, to be 
honoured with divine worfhip * 9 . 

Befides the canonization of domeftic friends, 
pilgrimages were undertaken in queft of foreign 
faints, canonized by fame, rather than by ftatute. 
Thcfe pilgrimages to Pakftine, where holy re- 
's A#a Concilior. vol. vi. p. 727. 

liques 
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liques chiefly abounded, rendered the donation of 
the cities in that country to Charlemagne (o pre- 
cious and acceptable ; and were afterwards the 
occafion of thofe immenfe armies, which, under 
the name of crufades, were poured, by the united 
kingdoms of Europe, upon Alia. 

Thefe fources of ecclefiaftical revenue were 
ibmetimes drained, and generally much diforder- 
ed, by domeftic feuds and civil wars; and efpeci* 
ally by the invafions and opprcflions of the Sa- 
racens and Normans. In the council of Thion- 
villc> A.D. 844, the three princes, Lothaire, 
Lewis, and Charles, folemnly agreed to unite 
- tftorc cordially together for the fake of the coun- 
try and of the church, which had fuffered ex* 
tremely by their hoftilitics ; to fupply the epif* 
copal fees ftill remaining vacant, on the fame 
account s to rcftore to their refpe&ive ftattons 
artd offices the bifliops and abbots who had been 
driven away; to fecure the church againft 
the alienation of her property and diminu- 
tion of her revenue, and efpecially on the pretext 
of maintaining the ftatc, and fuppomng the ex- 
pence of wan 

Thefe engagements, however, we know, did 
not cement their aflfe&ions, nor fecure the coun- 
try and the church againft their depredations. 
The Normans, finally fettled in Normandy, 
ceafed to difquiet and diftradt the kingdom ; yet 
from the imbecility of the Carlovingian 'kings, 
from the over-grown power of the nobles, from 
the various feudal diforders, not yet retrained by 
fyftcmaric rules, and from continual private wars, 

arifmg 
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arifing often from the flighted pcrfonal refent- 
ments and animofities, the revenues of particu- 
lar churches fuffcrcd greatly, while the ecclefi- 
aftical funds in general were continually aug- 
menting. % 

The foyereign fometimes attempted to feize 
the church-lands, or to interfere with the difpo- 
fal of them j but he was firmly refilled by the 
clergy, and obliged to relinquish them. Com* 
plaints being lodged with Charles the Bald 
againft Hincmar bifliop of Laon, the former 
fummoned the latter before him, and* on the; 
fummons being difregarded, fcized the lands of 
Laon within his kingdom. But in the aflfcmbly 
of Piftse immediately thereafter, on a reprefenta. 
tion by the archbifhop of Rheims, that the king 
had injurioufly ufurped ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion, 
and had robbed the church of her property, 
Charles admitted that he was; wrong, and relin- 
quished both the. authority which he claimed, 
and the property which he had fcized. 

church It appears, from i the complaints ftated againft 

feudality t k c bj(k p^ am j t j lc r cprefentations made 

by his uncle in his favour, that the clergy were 
aceuftomed not pnly to hold their church-lands 
as benefices dependent on the crown, or fome 
feudal lord * but to cdnfer their church-lands as 
benefices on fubordinate vaffals of the church. 
From the firft of thefe, they ftruggled to be 
emancipated. The fynod of Quiercy alleged, 
that Charles Martel was the firft to violate the 
authority of the church over crown-property, 

and 
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and on that account was differing eternal tor- 
ment m. 

The church tfas ftudtous, not only to defend 
her property, but to fccure and proteft her mi- » 
nifters. -They were not fubjedfc to the jurifdic- 
tion of any civil court. No inferior officer was 
allowed to accufe his fuperior. Seven witneffes 
were required to convidk any ecclefiaftical per- 
ibn fubordinate to a deacon. Thirty-fix were re- ' 
quifue to convift him ; and forty-four to convift 
a prefbyter, or prieft 3 '. No man of ordinary 
prudence, or of any cunning, would commit a 
tranfgreffion, or be guilty of a crime, before fo 
many witneffes ; and therefore his condemnation 
in moft cafes was impoffible. 



Abbeys and monafteries, the origin and nature MonaM* 
of which have been already defcribed in the pre- ****** 
ceding volume, were become extremely nume- 
rous. Every wealthy perfon was taught to be- 
lieve that he might redeem himfclf froth the 
guilt and puniftiment of fin, by ere&ing and en-, , 
Sowing them, or by adding, according to his 
ability, foraewhat to the funds of thofe al- 
ready eftablifhed. A monaftery was con- 
fidered as the veftibule of Heaven, and a 
monk2? already fecure of all the privileges and 

»• AAa Concision A. D. 858. tit. 7. Opufc. HJboh 
mari, de Statu Ecckf. in vol. ii. BiblioUi. Patrum, 
p. 615, 616. 
• ** A&aConcilior. vol. iv. p. I2ia# 

enjoy- 

7 
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enjoyments of that bleffed ftate. To die in the 
pr,ofeflion and habit of a monk', and within the 
walls of a monaftery, was therefore the final aim 
of thofe who, from their rank and influence, 
might prefurae to afpire to it, Lothaire die em- 
peror thus fuppofed that he expiated all his (ins, 
and aflured himfelf of future happinefs, by 
afluming the monaftic habit a few days, and 
dying in the monaftery of Prunn It can be no 
wonder then, that new monaftic ere&ions were 
frequent, and that they were richly endowed. 

Some of them were bound by the writs of en- 
dowment, like feudal lordfhips, to military fer- 
vice ; and the abbot was required to lead his 
own vaffals to the field, Thefe vafials were the 
tenants and fervants of the abbey-lands. 

Some were exempted from military fervice, 
but were bound to pay a certain fum to the fupe- 
rior, whether to the prince, or to a fu&jeA ; and 
others were only required to offer prayers and 
maffes for their lord paramount **. 

Diforders having arifen from the difference of 
rules in different monafteries over the kingdom, 
the affembly pf Aix hi Chapelle, A. D. 817, 
ordained one rule for them all, in order to pro- 
mote and maintain uniformity. It was drawn up 
chiefly by Bencdidt of Aniana. 

3 * A£a ConciL vol. iv. p. 1234. ®y this ordonapce 
at Aix, A. D. 8 if* 4t appears that fourteen monaftenes 
owed albual fervice, fixteen contributions, and eighteen 
, N prayers only, for the emperor and tlieftate. 

- He 
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He was of Gothic dcfccnt, Ton of countxifc Bcnedia pf 
Maguclonc, and was born about the year 750. rc Zr™ 
In an early period of his life he was cup-bearer to them - 
Pcpjnj but he refolvcd to quit the worljd, and 
fpent three years in retirement and fevcre difci- 
pjinr . In .the year 774, he entered the rnonaftery 
q{ St. Seine. He carried his auftecities at firft, 
to fuch excefs, th*t he became to the other 
monks an objeft of fcorn. Moderating this 
Angularity, he fecured their refpeft and venera- 
tion fo. much, that* they chofe him for their 
abbot. This fuuajtion, as too elevated and luxu- 
rious, he rclipquiOied for one qiore private, 
vrhere he might enjoy extreme poverty and ab- 
ftinence* He could not be hid. Many admired, 
and were defirous to imitate his mortifications. 
Many frop pity, and for the fake of the piety 
and interceflions of their monks, contributed 
liberally to their wants. A new rnonaftery arofe 
uader the aofpices of Benedict, which was oc- 
cupied by a thpufand of his difciples ; befides 
many of inferior fise, detached frorj} monafteries 
indifferent places, for fuperintending their lands „ 
and rents, which afterwards received the name 

of priories. 

( 

His facoe r^a.qhed the emperor Lewis, who 
■ aftef the death of (Charlemagne requefted his > 
attendance at court, and his afliftance particularly 
in reforming ths ^nonafteries of the kingdom. 
Though they all profefied to obferve the rule 
of St, BcnediA of Nurfia, yecthe variations * 
were fo frequent and great that it feemed necef- 
fary to reform them* 

The 
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The new rule of Bcnedi&of Aniana, adopted 
and ordained by the affembly of Aix la Chapelle, 
was more fevere than that of St. Benedid, chiefly 
in refpeft of food and clothing. It prefcribed 
two meals on feftival occafions only, during 
four days jof which fowls were to be allowed, viz. 
at Chriftmas and Eafter, but at no other feafon 
of the year. They were allowed no fruit, herbs, 
or any thing betwixt meals. They had a little 
butter, or animal fat, except on Friday* one 
week before Chriftmas, and fix weeks before 
Eafter. Their bread was weighed, to each 
eighteen ounces leaven, or fixteen when baked, 
* valued at thirty fols twelve deniers a day : and 
for the fame time a hemina of wine, or in fitua- 
tipns where wine was not to bef gotten, two 
hemina of beer ; but on holy Friday, they ate 
nothing but bread and water. 

They were allowed in clothing each twofhirts, 
of thin woollen ferge, (for theyufedno linen,) 
two coats, two cowls for thehoufe, and two copes 
or caps with which to go abroad ; two pair of 
breeches; two pair of (hoes and flippers; j gloves 
in fummer, and mittens in winter; be fides a 
frock, or gown, which might even be furred. 
This drefs was far more abundant and pleafing 
than that prefcribed by St. Bencdidt, and 
muft have been comfortable to thofe more ad- 
vanced in life, in the colder feafons and re* 
gions M . ■-'"■- 

They 

^ " In fome monasteries afterwards, each monk received 
bis allowance not in kind, but in money, which being 

called 
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They were fliaved regularly every day, but 
Friday and Sunday, and during Lent. They 
were permitted to bathe, at the difcretion of the 
abbot; and were not blooded, but when necef- 
fary, on account of indifpofition.— In other re- 
fpe&s, the rule of St. Benedict was generally ob- 
fcrved* 4 . 

Monafteries continued to be the refuge of the Schools, 
learned, and the feminaries of education. Every 
young man, whofe paints had any influence, 
wealth, or defire of letters, was fent to a mo- 
naftery ; where* in his tender years, along with * 
whatever other knowledge he acquired, he im- 
bibed, in their full ftrength, the principles and 
habits of fanaticifm and monkifh fuperftition* 
.Or if he chanced to difcern in any part the 
folly and inconfiftency of thefe rules, he was in 
danger of totally rejecting religion with con- 
tempt and indignation, as the fame thing with 
fuperftitkuv 

From thefe fchools the church derivecj all its 
miniftcrs, and the ftate its principal counfellors. 
It was of importance, therefore, that both church 
and ftate fhould encourage and promote them ; 
and we find accordingly, that they were frequently 
the fubjelts of deliberation in the councils of the 
nation. Lewis wanted not pious zeal to main- 
tain thefe ufeful inftitutions of his father Charle- 
magne. The Capitularies (hew his attention to 

called his prebend, tills word came to denote the p'ace or 
ftation of a monk belonging to, and paid by, a cathedral 
church.. 
,**. A&a ConciL vol. iv. p. 12*9— i%$%. 
Voi.. 11, o them, 
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tfcif^i J .% • Bi& thp- ignorance ar>d turtjpl^nqe ot 
t^e tifnes, tne. indolence of human nature* aqdits 
uniform tendency, without exertion and culture, 
to dege per^te, prefcnted continual obftacjes to . 
tl\e bfftnyjffrcs apd endeavours of the q>ofl zeal- 
ous. TJw bXlbqpswcre often negligent* at their 
vifitatidris, to enquire after them ; and the 
teachers, having no external ftimulus to* prompt 
tboir diljgwce, no fee to e^c$,. no. competition 
to regard,' no anxious parent whole relbed^and 
patronage' they were folicitQiis. to bbtai^ were. 
Kafcjle t'9 become carclffs, ap^ ]ndiffet;^it r: la 
order tQ remedy this as f^r as w^s pra&if ablfr the 
fixtb council of Paris, A. IJ>, 8,£Q,.Qrc&Lnea that 
the reftQrs.pf thefe fchools Qiouk^ every o*e of 
thrnij with all .their fchojars, attend ttapsqviqc^Li 
fyriods., which geixeraHy meetj twice a^eaf, in- 
order that, on exafliin^tipp, \t might a#pcax that 
they were faijhful, and fuccefsful in the e^wpfl#ir 
a/id djfciplioV of tjie youth committed, to .their. 
charge.**." - The fanie council recdmaiended.it 
to the emperor, to inftitute three public feboote, 
in throe/ feyeral parts of t-he kingdom, which 
fcould appeai; the mod fuitabie and conveqijent * 7 . 
T.hecouiicils of Valence, of Favoniefe, &p. after~ 
wards feginpd in "earned to accomplilh ths faine 
$nd, that tfie church might be-always <*dely fupr 
pliqd with men of Tufljcient learning. But the r 
life- and def)^o of fchoc^ls feem,to be ^together 
confine-alto this end. T.he very freqtjency. of 
the recoromendatipns a'pd. canons refpe&ing. 

M Capital, lib. ii. tit. 5. Council o,f Yalcncjs, 855. 
Canon Cfch.'-$fo?coulirife'' were .held without paying- 
fen^att^ntioliit^tl^fehoolsi . ^ •- * 

* 6 AaaConcil. vol. iv.p. J316. , %1 Ibid. p. 135$, 

•:•'•* ^- r the/n, 
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f hem, flietfrs that they Were ruhning into negle£t i 
and the idea fcems fcarcely ever to have decur- 
red, to*extcnd the advantages of common cduca* . 
tioirtothe vulgar. On the contrary, ic becami 
the policy of the church of Rome, to deny that 
privilege to the common people, as unprofit- 
able to them, and dangerous to the Romari 
hierarchy. So early as the year 879, we find thei \ 

pope prohibiting the celebration of the mafe irr 
Sclavonia in the vulgar tongue of that country : 
** You may preach to the people," feid he, '* in 
cc their mother* tongue ; but in the more folcrtin 
* 4 exercifes of worlhip, I require you to ufe the 
" Latin or Greek only, as is the pra&icc in every* 
u church of the world *\" 



The multiplication of faints and relicjues of EcciefiaAi-* 
eburfe incrcafed the number and variety of re- S! $ 7 rem °* 
Hgious rites and ceremonies. The fculpture on 
the budding, the paintings on the altar, the vari- 
ous dreumffances in the prieftly drefe, and the 
coriduA of the worlhip, were'accommdefeted to k 
the country, the temper, and manners, of the faint 
fbp^ofed to patroiiifc the particular church dedi- J 
catcd to hrm. Some faints might be thought' 
more auftere than others, but all of them were * 

linderftoqd to be pleafed with outward pomp . 

.{ > - * 

35 On which cpiftle and injunction, M. Fleury, Hift. 
Ecclef. torn, ii. p. 45 1 , remarks, that this pope, John' via. 
was probably ignorant that the Syrians, Egyptians, 
and Armenians, always performed all the fervrtes of re- 
ligion in their mother- tongue* 

o z and. 
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and decoration. In conformity to the general 
taftc, originally deiived from Jews and Heathens, 
now confecrated and cftabliftied by cufWm, the 
fimple ordinances of the Oofpel were covered 
with a gaudy drapery, which mifreprcfented and 
disfigured them ; or, rather, the ceremonies at- 
tached to them were fo numerous and glaring, 
that the ordinances themfelves were overlooked 
and forgotten. 

In place of the entire fcriptures of the Old and 
New Teftament, Heiton bifhop of Bade, whom 
we may confide r as a prominent example of the 
ninth century, prefcribed a rufc for the clergy 
of his dibcefe, to (hew that they were qualified 
for their facred office, viz. That they (hould be 
acquainted with, or be able merely to repeat * 9 , 
the Lord's prayer and the Creed, both in Latin 
and Gertnan ; that they and the people both 
(hould learn to give the refponfes fuitably, and 
with a harmonious voice ; that the creed o£ St* 
Athanafius (hould be committed to memory, and 
repeated by the priefts very early every Sabbath** 
day ; that they (hould be furnifhed with a mafs- 
book, a ledionarium, or book of leflbns, a re* 
fponfe book, a form for baptifms, a kalendar, a 
penitential- book, a pfalter, and homilies for 
every Sabbath and fcftival of the year. 

To have thefe books only, and to be able to 
read them, were the requifite qualifications of a 

' * 9 The words 6f the Capitulary are, 4i ab omnibus difca- 
u tur ;" which may mean, either (hall be read or repeated \ 
undtrjtoodt feexnsout of the queftion. A#a Concil. vol. iv. 
p. 1241. 

prieft. 
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prieft 40 . The people *ere never fuppofed 
cither to have books, or to be capable of reading 
them. 

The abtife and disfiguration of baptifm having 
begun at an early period, could not properly be 
afctibed to this age ; yet it may be fatisfaftory to 
know the ritual circumftances which were at this 
time attached to it. 

In cafes, as it is faid, of neceffity, it might be AtBaptifm. 
adminiftered by any perfon, even by a female ; 
and at any time, even before the child was born 4I . 
But in ordinary circumftances, the previous and 
accompanying ceremonies of baptifm were nu- 
merous and folcmn. The 'candidate having 
patted through many ceremonies as a catechu* 
men, was declared competent, or qualified for 
baptifm. Salt was applied to his mouth, as the 
fign of an excited defire of baptifmal water : he- 
was then txorcifed, or purified from all demonia- 
cal and magical influence : he was breached on, in 
token of his receiving the Holy Gholt, the prin- 
ciple of Spiritual and eternal life : his nofe and 
ears were anointed with fpmlc, in imitation of* 
our Saviour's anointing the blind man's eyes with , 
clay and fpictle, when he. gave him fight: the 
.candidate's breaft and fhoulders were anointed 
♦with oil, tbc.iymbol of protect iop again ft tempt* 
ation on the one hand, and of enduring pa* 
jrielntly every trial on the other : he verbally re- 

40 ** Quaeipfisfacerdotibus neceffaria funt ad difcen- 
- * 4to.ro. ,r Tbid. 
' 4 » Ffcury, Hift. Ecclef. torn. x. p* 478. 

03 nounccd 



19* HISTORY OF FRANCE, Book II. 

nounced the devil, the world, and the flefli i "the 
apoftle's creed was delivered to him : he was led 
into the water, and three times immerfed,in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Qhoft: on 
coming out of the water, he was clothed with 
white raiment : his head was anointed with the 
faered chrifm, fignificant of fpiritiial aflWHons, 
and covered with the myftic veil, the emblem of 
the heavenly crown ; and* finally, he was con- 
firmed by the folcmn impofition of the bifhpp's 
hands *\ 

With all this attention to ceremonies, we ob* 
* fcrve a laudable zeal for the inftfu&ion of candid 
dates, and for correcting feveral improprieties 
which attended the administration or this orcfi- 
nartce. But the fixth council of Paris, A. D. 
829^ acknowledged at the fame time the difficul- 
ty of accomplilhing any reformation, confider. 
ing the deplorable ignorance of both priefts 
and people, of whichj they addedj there was nQ 
doubt. 

At the The other gofpel facrament, our Lord ? $ Sup? 

supper. per> began probably about or before this age tq 
be triutilated and disfigured, though it attained 
not : the completion of its corruption till the 
twelfth or thirteenth qenjury. Being accuftom T 
cd fome times to dip the bread fimply in the 
winfe,and at other times being allowed to carry 
it home with them,' which Was not convenient 
if wet at ail, the wine was gradually negle&ed, 

,♦* Jefle Ambjanenfi*, Epiftola, ia $iWioth ? Patnxm ? 
(0|ix»ii. p. 617-^664. 
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and at hrft wichdfftwH fc§ tifririfccelTary in (hii or- 
dinance. 

In the mean time, the utmoft veneration was 
fhewh cotthe bread after the prayer of coitfetrat?6n. 
Even they who had ho idea of their Whgdagfc 
being ever abufed, fpofce of it in terfcs'.whitlt 
vferc certainly capable of mifinterpVetaticin. 
We Tlavc reafon tb think that fo early as riifc 
time of Gregory the Great in the flxtft 'tenuity; 
opinions were eritfcrtairied fomewhifc referriblirig 
dioie which were fo long afterwards avawed in 
the doftrine of rtanfubftantiarion. That eminent , 

pbpe, having given the eucharift l& a woman 
accompanied with thefe words, " The body of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift prtftrve thy Ibiil/'itte 
fmiled j for the bread happened to be pare of her 
own oblation, as ufual in thofe times", and dri 
being interrogated as to the reafon of hdr laugh- 
ing, (he faid, " It Was becaufe he had called that 
" the body of Chrift, which (he had baked with 
*< her own hands 4 \" 

The do&rine was certainly not generally 
adopted in the ninth century, though it was ad- 
trancing rapidly into form and fubftanffc. Charles 
the Bald propofed it as a doubt to be folved by 
Ratram, whether any change was really produced 
on the bread by confecratioft. Ratram admitted 
A chahge, but denied that the bread became the 
very body which was born of the virgin, and 
which was crucified and buried. Hrncmar 
fecms to have believed the real prefencej Pif- 

f / " 4 * Gregor. Vita, lib. ii. c. 41. v 

04 chafius 
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chafius avowed it, and almoft every writer on the 
fubjeft in this age entertained fome difference 
N of opinion concerning it *\ 

In proportion as the faith, of the real prefencc 
was eftablilhcd, the ordinary oblation, bread, was 
withdrawn, the uolcavened cake, or wafer* 
was fubftituted, and a kind of adoration was 
offered to it, as to the perfon of the Son of God. 
Virtues innumerable were afcribed to it, and to 
the prayers and whole (ervice attending its cele- 
bration* It was confidcrcd as a facrifice offered 
to God, which fecured bleffings to any one, dead 
or living, on whole account it was celebrated. 
Maffes, that is, the celebration of the cucharift, 
with certain ceremonies, were purchafed ; their 
^ Wafs. price was undcrftood and fettled ; the ceremo- 
nies to be performed at each of them were regu- 
' lated ; attempts to abridge the ceremonies, or to 

thruft feveral maffes into one general form, was 
ftriftly prohibited : they were commanded to be 
performed, not in private houfes and gardens, but 
in places duly confccratcd by a bifliop *\ 

x The number of maffes performed on fome 
occafions, is almoft incredible. At the meeting 
of the council of Mayence, A. D. 847, the 
members of it failed three days, during which 
they had alfo many proceffions, in order to conr 
ciliate the divine favour on their meeting : and 
they ordered three thoufand maffes to be cele- 

♦* Dupin, 9th Century, ch. 7. Flewy, Hift. Ecclef. 
torn. x.-p. 649. " - 

45 Sixth Council of Paris. AftaConcil. A, D. 829. 

; braced 
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bratcd in every parifti, for the king, the queen, 
and royal family **. 

It would be elidlefs to defcribe, and even to 
notice, the various fcftivals 47 , rites, and cere- 
monies, Inftituted almoft every ,year. Their 
objeds became alfo more numerous. ' They 
were inftituted, not only in honour of the Virgin 
Mary, and of particular faints, but of all faints, 
and of all departed fouls. Lighted lamps and 
candles became a mark of diftin&ion ;* and the 
number of them at the altar and in the church, 
was regulated in proportion to the eminence of 
the faint, or the folemnity of the occafion. 
Aldric bifhop of Mans ordained, that in his ca- 
thedral there fhould be fifteen lights, ten of oil 
and five of wax, every night ; on Sundays, thirty 
of oil, and five of wax ; and on more folemri oc- 
qaGons an hundred, ninety of oil, and ten of wax* 
If the auftere Aldric was fo profufe, how much 
more luminous would other churches be, whofe 
funds were more rich, and whofe bifhops were 
more liberal ? 

The forms and ceremonies which had been Atpeoi- 
gradually attached to the duty and excrcife of re- tcnce * 
pentance, were equally numerous and abfurd. 
It is itfelf a change of mind and of condufr, pro- 
duced by fhame, fear, forrow, or other princi- 
ples of our nature, excited, ftrengthened, and 
maintained by the doftrines and grace of the 
gofpel, and may be chcrifhed and cultivated, 
cither fecretly or by public acknowledgment 

46 $ixth Council of Paris. Atfa Concil, A. D. 847. 

47 Capitul. Ludov* Pii, lib. ii.e. 35. 

and 
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*nd dedfcrarion, according to the nature or oc- 
cafion of the, offence repented of. From various 
caufes, however, from a ferious dcteftation. of 
Vic*, from affe&ed faftftity, "from imprudent 
zeal, from ignorance and fuperftltion, one rite 
Was added after another, from the earlieffc ages, 
till the maxims of the fathers and the canofcs of 
the church concerning it bfcearrte tod numerous 
to be either generally known or readily remfem- 
■ ' bered. tlalitgar, a- fartiotos canbnift df the 

Dinth century, was perfuadfed by Ebbo, arch- 
bilhop of Rheims, to collet and arrange them, 
which he did in fi* books. In the two firft, hft 
treats of vice and virtue in gcnferal, and of th£ 
intfans of corre&ing the one and promoting thfc 
other. The third contains the rules of peni- 
tence, which had been cdlle&ed and adopted 
in the age of Charlemagne. The fourth de- 
fcribes the nature of the penitence, to which thi 
.- laity, and the fifth, that to which the clergy, 
were fubjefted, according to the canons, thd 
papal decretals, and the colle&ions of Martin 
of Prague. The fixth he collected from thd 
v records of the church of Rome, and which 
ifnerits a more particular attention. 

It requires not only the candidates for abfo* 
lution themfelves to fall a week of two- prevU 
ous to all other difcipline, but that the prieft to 
whom they apply (hall faft with them. They 
who could not faft might purchafe an exemption, 
at a price proportioned to their wealth. It is 
unneceffary to ftatie thi forms, prayers, and ap- 
pearances, which were obferved as preliminary 
fteps towards the judgment und feacencc which 

prefcribed 
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.prefcribed the puniflimer*. For voluntary <uv , 
tnicide, a layman was condemned to ftv«« 
years', a prieft to ten years', penitence ; during 
three years of which he was ordained to live on 
feread dnd water. For the murder of a prieft, it 
was ftill mote fevere,*and of longer duration. 
For adultery, he was fubje&ed to a ftate of peni- 
tence, or excommunication and mortification, 
-for three years : for robbery* five years : for 
theft, £0 live four fucceflive years, during Lent, 
.on bread arid water: for witchcraft, feven 
years:, for divination, and other fudh fuper- 
ilkioUs practices, three years : for ufury, 
three years : for perfonal injury, as any wound, 
forty days : for drunkennefs, (even days : 
/or a third marriage, three weeks faftiog: 
for a , fourth ot fifth marriage^ one-and-twenty 
weeks 4 *. 

Perfon* und<fr penitence were helcl incapable 
of carrying arms, of exercifing any judicial or 
e\vi\ fundkion, or even of paying or receiving 
any vifit. They were declared unworthy of 
extreme unftion, of being married, or of en- 
joying any privilege, civil or facred, of a public 
nature, or which required, ill conferring it, the 
intervention of another perfon. 

Such as would not fubmit to penitence, on 
being guilty of any public fcandal, were ex-> 
communicated s and the bifnop only could pro* 

49 . In 'Coll. Canifii, torn. v. ' 

' nouncc 
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nounce the (entente of excommunication or ab- 
folution 49 . 

5xc«mwiuw The denunciation of the fentence of excoib- 
nication. munication was always accompanied with evcr£ 
circumftance of horror. The murderers of 
Foulques, archbifliop of Rhcims, A. D. 900, 
for example, were declared to be deprived of all 
. church-privileges, and were loaded with all the 
anathemas and maledictions which could be 
found in the fcriptures and ecclcfiaftical canons. 
Chriftians were prohibited from faluring them ; 
priefts from celebrating mafs in their pretence, 
from receiving their confeffion, though lick and 
xiying, without due repentance; from granting 
them communion; and when dead, from allow- 
ing them burial. In finithing thefe maledic- 
tions, the twelve prelates who were prefent 
threw the lamps which they held in their hands 
to the ground, and fo extinguiihed them **• 

4 » A&aCoscil. Pavix, or Ticini, A- D* §50. ConciJ. 
Fribur. A.D. 895, in AtfaConcil. 
50 Fleury, torn. xi. p. 629. 
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SECT. III. ' 

Of Controvcrfj* 

nhHB dextrine and practice of the church of imase-w*. 
■* France reipe&ing images, during the ninth °** 
century, continued nearly the fame as it had 
been fettled by the council of Frankfort. It was 
agitated in the council of Paris A. D. 824, and 
a correfpondence took place on the fubic -1 be- 
twixt Lewis the Mild, the pope, and Michael* 
the emperor of Conftanrinople. The latter 
Wanted to cerredl the abufe of images, and par* 
ticularly to prevent their being adored and wor- 
fhipped : he endeavoured to perfuade the pope 
to join him in this reform ; and finding that 
more difficult than he expeficd, he prevailed 
with Lewis to fummorr a council of the molt 
learned and judicious bilhpps of his empire to 
deliberate on the fubjeft, trading that difcufiion 
might break the charm of fuperftirion. • The 
council accordingly met, and the matter was 
cpnfidefed and debated at great length ; and, on 
the whole, they were difpofcej to favour neither 
the zealpus Iconoclafts nor Iconoduli, but to 
hold a middle courfc* neither to break nor to 
worlhip images., nor to fubmit to the pope's au- 
thority on that article ; for he had acceded to 
the dodrine that they were to be worth ipped ; 
- but 
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but they refofved to adhere to the rcfolutions of 
„ the council of Frankfort \ 

Pred«(Una« The do&rines of predefti nation and grace 

tion * gav* rife to warmer difcuflions than any other 

fubjeft, about the middle efpecially of the ninth 

century ; and opinions on both fides were main- 

• tained with ipduftry and obftinacy. 

S&^ Gbthefcak Firigentfos* a'Germain bf birth, 
co^hefcajc; am} a monk of Or bets m the dtocfcft of Soiflbns, 
waa an induftrious ftudent of the farhers, a®d> 
particularly of St. Auguftrn ; a confiderabk parti 
dfwhofe Jvorks he is feid to have-, committed to* 
memory. His awrv rigid temper .'led. him; tor- 
qar^&ugufttn'a do&rine on .the,fubje£;tO'*fii 
extreme. He- believed, and taught, that thd' 
decrees ©f God, or hfe predeftinatnaa of rtien t& 
falvaiion or coademodtion,, mterferf with and* 
deftroy the freedom: of the human wilh The; 
fubjeft itfetf being abftrpft and mmphyfical,: 
has beeaofteh firiftindcfftood by more cultivate* 
Urfiids* and Ifc, timts. of irmrc abundant £noww 
le4g»; and no wonder that drift mortk, honeftv 
buv more scajous than jodkious, fhoulc hate 
nwfnepreferttcd the relation which fobfifts bc-< 
Wixt nhet divine government ahd human* agency 
" Elthw," feid He,; " we are predeftined to Kfe f : 
<f and no qonduft: of ours, howeyer: Qnful, can 
'* akeijthe will and plan of Heaven > or we a*c 
< €i < predeftined t& condemnation ; that is» we are! 

,• Ada' Concjl. torn; iv. A. D* 824. Fleury, torn.*. 
P; 2 $9r- *74« Dnjpin^ Ctuturjr 9th, c. 1. 
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u reprobated,, and no work of ours, however 
" good> can avail to favc us." 



. Rabanus, archbi (hop qf Mentz, wrote againft ° r **>* 
this error. , He aflferted the wifdom^ the juftice % . Sj 
and goodnefs of God, and the freedom of man's 
VKill; He infifted that God doth not pnedeftjne 
evil, but forefeet it only ; whereas he both fore— 
fees and predtftines good: hut he fo conducts, 
the government of the world, that neither his, 
forefight nor predeftination has any neceflaryr. 
nor improper influence on human, agency. H& 
feems to bpve been fliocked at the idea, thafc 
Gqd.made rpen originally evil and incorrigible^ 
afs it were> in order to punilh them for what, 
tjisy CQulcj not help, with eternal mifery $ apd his, 
antagomft appears no lefs.offcnded at the doe-. , 
trine;, that God can forefce an4 permit evili* 
without tjxprefiing indignation and taking veo? 
geance. In a word,, the one taught predeftioa* 
tion to evil, anci the other denied it. On this ~ 
■hinge turped the ^hole cpntno vcrfy ivhich.. oc- 
cupied then fo much time and talents* and whi«h» 
now fills fo large a portion of ecclefiafoical' 
hiftory. \ " * > 

< The doftrine of Gothefcsta was reje£hed by* 
tie: council of Mayence, A. D. 848s aad- he 
was remitted to the immediate cognizance of 
Hihcmar a$ his ecclefiaftical foperiojv Hinc-* f Hino 
Uttr cgnyerfed with him 1 but as hp did, not fuc«* ^ arc ^ 
cced. in convincing ; him, and being himfelf a.RhciiL } 
tifon of ar warm and haughty temper, he fuow, 
inonedhim to the affembly of Quiercy. Shgw-v 
ing there the fame obftinacy, and incenfing hi& 
v - . 1 opponents 
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opponents ftill more by the feverity of Jlis re- 
flexions on that occafion, that afTembly con- 
demned Gothefcalc as an heretic, ordained him 
to be degraded from the priefthodd, to be beaten 
with rods, and to be itriprifoned *• 

©fthe The doftrine of the church, as ftated in four 

church, articles by that council on this fubjeft, is, That' 
God omnifcient prcdeftined thofe whom he 
forefaw and chofc to be his people, and to en- 
joy eternal life. The reft, 'whom he foreknew 
to be vicious, he did not predeftine, but left to 
perifh. That the free will, which we loft bjr 
the fall of Adam, is lb far reftored to Christians, 
that they are by grace rendered capable % of 
righteoufnefs j while the wicked, deferted by 
divine grace, are capable only of working un- 
, righteoufnefs. That God will have all men to be 
faved, though all do not accept of falvation. 
That Jefus Chrift fuffered for all: the cup offal- 

, * * " Frater Gotefcalc, facrofan£um facerdotalis myf- 
* f terii officium, quod irregulariter ufurpaili, & in curi&is 
" morilus, ac pravis actibus, atque pepverfis do&rinis co 
" hadleaus abuti non pertintfifti, judicio Spiritus Sanfti, . 
" cujus gratiac munuseft facerdotale officium, per vlrtu- 

« " tern fanguinis Domini noftri. Jefu Chciili noveris tibi 
" efle, ft quo modq fufcepifti ablatum, & ne ultcrius eo 
" fungi praefumas penitus interdiclum. Infuper quia ; 
H & ecclefiaftica, & civilia ncgotia contra propofituny &* 

^ " nomen monachi" conturbare contemnens jura eccleuaf- 
u tica prasfumfifti, duriffimis verbcribus te caftigari, & 
€i fecundum ecclefiafticas- regulas ergaftulo retrudi, aucv 
" toritate epifcopali deccrnimus ; & ut de cetcro dodri-' 
u nale tibi officium ufurpare non prefumas, perpetuus 
%i filentium ori tuo virtute astenri vcrbi imponimus.'* 
A&a ConciL torn* v. p. ao. A. D. 849. 

vation 



Ch.lMj. CONTROVERSIES. »•» 

vatiori is full, but they only who drink of it can 

be healed s . , 

As foon as Remigius, the archbiftiop of of Rem!- 
Lyons, had rereived and examined thefe doe- * iu * 
trines of the aflembly of Qqiercy, he was of 
opinion that they had controverted the doArine 
of fcripture and of the fathers. He undertook 
to refute them, and wrote " a Cenfure of the 
<c Articles of Qniercy ;" or . a b©<>k, proving 
that the truth of fcripture is to be held, and the 
judgments of the holy fathers followed. . He 
introduced the fubjeft into the third council of 
Valency A. D. 855, and obtained the fanftion 
of that council to his opinion?. The firft fix 
,canons only relate ,to it, and are in fubftance; as 
follows : That innovation ought to be avoided, 
and that the fcriptures and the .Latin fathers, as 
Cyprian, Hilary, Ambrofe, Hieronymus, and , 
Auguftine, ought to be reverently and fubmif- 9 
fively regarded: — that God indeed foreknew both 
the good and the evil, and their confequent re- • 

ward and punifhrnent, but that his prefcicncc 
of thefe impofed no reftraint or neceffity on 
men ; the ungodly perifh, not becaufe £hey 
could not, but becaufe they would not, be 
faved :-^-that in the choice of thofe who (hall 
be faved, the mercy of God preceded their 
merit; but in the condemnation of the wicked, 
their demerit preceded his juft judgment : — that 
Jefus thrift died for all who believe, but not 
tor the ungodly; and they condemned the 
canons of Qniercy, and the opinions of Jo. 
Scotus, who taught the absolute and univer- 

3 A&a Concll. torn. v. p. zo. A, D. 849., 
vol. 11. p ial 
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fal efficacy of-Chrift's atonement : — that all who 
are baptized with water, and with the Holy 
Ghoft, arc a&ually freed from guilt, juftifi- 
cation and fan&ification being infeparable: 
yet even thefc, if § they perfevere nbt, fhall 
; perifh 5 " for he only who endureth to the 
cc end (hall be faved :" — and finally, that they 
believed in the neceffity of Divine grace, in 
order to a holy life, according to the dodrine of 
feripture, and the canons of the councils of 
Africa and Orange, 

The controverfy was continued with much 
zeal by Hincmar, in fupport of the council of 
4 Qjiercy, on the one hand, and by Remigius, in 
favour of the council of Valence, on the other; 
but it. does not appear that the, church, or any 
public body in France, interpofed any judgment 
after the council of Valence \ 

rftonSy Thc c \ w{i ' lon funded on the 14th and 16th 
Ghoft. Chapters of John's Golpcl/ Whether the Holy 
Ghoft proceeds from the Son, as well as from the 
Father ? which had: occupied not individuals 
only, but the church, in former centuries, 
continued ftill to exeke general attention and zeal. 
The European or Latin, including the French 
church, maintained the affirmative, that he 
proceeds from both Father and Son, and had 
accordingly added the words " filioque," that 
is, and from the Son, to the creed generally ufed 
by thc church in public worfhip. Tnis gave 
occafion to the eaftern or Conitantinopohtan 

4 Aa * ColciL torn, v. p,~ 88—91. 

church, 
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church, already difpofed to quarrel," and with- 
draw from the papal yoke, to accufe her rival of 
error and corruption. The prinqipd writers in • 
France on this iubjeft, were Eneas bilhop of 
Paris, and t Ratram monk of Corbie. The 
treatife of the former confifts of fcarce a fingle 
obferyation of his own', but of quotations from 
the fathers, in fupport of the doftrine of the 
proccflion of the Spirit from the Son as well as 
from the Father. That of Ratram has more 
length and variety of argument. He infifts 
that while many errors and heretics have arifea 
in the eaftern, and cfpecially in the Conftanti- 
nopolixan church, no bifhop of the Roman 
church had ever appeared the author of an 
herefy. 

The council of Aries, in their profcflicn of 
faith, A. D.^i3 s , and the council of Worms, 
A. D. 868*, difcover confiderablc anxiety on • . 

the 

5 A<5ta Concilior. tom.iv. 

6 ProLflioepiicoporum apud Wormatienfem civitatem, 
&c. " Confitqmur & credimus fan&am atquc inefFabi- 
** lemTrinitatem, Patrem, et Filiun), & Spiritum Sanc- 
" turn, urium Deum naturaliter efle, unius fubitautiae, 
" unius naturae, unius majeilatis atque virtutis. Spiri- 
u tumenim Sandtum, qui cit tertia in Tfinitute periona, 
•' unum atque equalem cum Deo Patre & F1I10 crcdi- 
" mus efle Deum, unius fubftantiae, unius quoque natu- 
" rse : nee tamen genitum vel creatum, fed a Patre, Fi- 
'* lioque procedentem, amborum efle Spiritum, Nee 
4i enim procedit de Patre in-Filium, nee de Fdio tantum 

. ** procedit ad faciei i fie and am creaturam, £td ab utriique 
•* procedere monitratur, quia caritas, five fanclitas am- 
'* borum efle agnofcitur. Et nee Patris tantum, nee 
'* Fiiii tantum, fed fimul Patris, & FiJii Spiritus dicitur. 
** Jn relatrvis vero perfonaruru norninibus, Pater ad Fi- 
1 % > " iium, 
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, the fubjeft, and in the canons, drawn by them 
with great particularity and precifion, ftiow 
how much it intcreftcd the church in thofe 
times. ' 



•* Hum, Filius ad Patrem, Spiritus Sanclus ad ujrofque 
*' refertur. Qua cum relative tres perforoe dicantur, una 
" tamen natura vel fubftantia creditur," &c# &c. A&a. 
Conciiior f torn. v, p. 736. 
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CHAP. HI. 

The Hiftory of Civil Government in France, 
from the Death of Charlemagne, A. D. 814, 
to the Acceffion of Hugh Capet, A. D. 987. 



T 



SECT. 1. 
Of the Ranks of Men. 

*HE lowed ranks of men continued in a Servtarft. 
ftate of fervitude, as we have formerly de* 
fcribed them *, in the period which preceded 
the death of Charlemagne, fubjeft. to the au- 
thority, and almoft entirely to the caprice and 
power, of their matters; Without their con- ' 
ient they could not chang* their fituation nor 
condition ; they could not move from one place 
of refidence to another ; they could not marry 1 
they could not engage in any law-fuit^ nor be 
admitted to holy orders. But during the period 
which forms the fubjedt of this Book, fevcral 
caufes, which had begun indeed before to ope*- 
rate, contributed to their emancipation and im- < 

provement* * 

* Book I. chap. in. vol. I. 

P3 The 
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fmtn C ci 5f . Tk f mild and generous fpirit of Chriftianity, 
tion. " in proportion as it was diffufed over fociety, 
foftened the tempers of men, and, in this re*. 
fpe<5t, difpofed-them to condefcenfion and kind- 
nefs. Servitude feemed inconfiftent with the 
faith of men's original equality, with their 
commorf privileges as Chriftians in their prefent 
date* and with their common hope of immorta- 
lity and heavenly blifs, and particularly with 
the general principle of the moral law, fo often 
inculcated, and fo beautifully illuftrated and 
exemplified in the gofpel, " Thou fhalt love 
" thy neighbour as thyfelf." 

The fpirit of this Jaws of laws entered into the 
laws of the ftate, fome of which appear as a com- 
mentary on its benevolent principle. " It be- 
" hoves every one/' it is faid in one of the Capi- 
tularies of Lewis and Lothaire, lc to treat his infe- 
" riors with gentlenefs and compaflion, in eka<9> 
" ing labour, in levyingdebts, and in impofing 
" fines : all ought to confider one another as 
c< brethren : all have one God and Father, to 
fc whom they can with equal confidence addrefs 
" themfelves, faying, Our Father who art in 
" Heaven: all have accefs to one baptifm, &c* " 

Animated by tqis fpirit, it appeared a be- 
coming exprcfii'on of gratitude to Heaven, ,in 
confluence of any profperous event, of reco- 
very from ficknefs, of marriage, or of child- 
birch i or a fuitable aft of devotion under 

* Capital, lib. ii. c. 42. in the colle&ion of Anfcgife. 

affli&ion, 
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affli<5Uon, or under the aporehrnfion of death, 
to emancipate a number of (laves proportioned to 
the extent of the perfon's property, or to the 
fervor, of his piety '. 

The increafe of fuperftition increafed the 
emancipation of (laves. If any of them took a 
monadic vow, or obtained admiffion to holy 
orders, they were of courfe-reHconed thenceforth 
free. This pra&ice, however, became too 
frequent to be tolerated : the church was in ' 
danger of being crowded with this bafcf fort of ' 
clergy 5 and we find many prohibitions of it in 
the laws both of church and date. 

The general perfuafion that the end of the^ 
world was approaching, induced m,any tp eman- 
cipate their (laves, as well as generally to relin- 
quifh their earthly purfuits and property. By 
facrificihg all to the church and to humanity, 
they hoped, and in this hope they were encou- 
raged by the clergy, that' they fhould be more 
. acceptable to God, and more ripe for Heaven. 

Multitudes of men in this manner acquired 
perfonal liberty ; yet fo little did they value real 
freedom, that they generally remained, at leaft 
during life, attached from habit to their matters 
and ulual fituations j or they fubmitted anew, in • ' ■ 

3 Marculfi Form/ lib. i. 3. and ii, 32-34. Forjnul. 

Veter, viii. 13. Though thefe Formulas , were drawn ia 

the eighth century, yet they were intended, and actually 

•. ferved, as copies for the following ages* Mabillon. de Re 

Diplom. 

p 4 order 
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order to fecure fubfiftence and protection, to 
fome church, monaftery, or wealthy baron. 

No juft idea was then entertained of civil li- 
berty, of the fecurity arifing from the wife and 
cbnftant adminiftration of juft and good laws, 
nor of the power of the common people afthg 
with union as one body to counteract the 
~ power of the ariftocracy, oppreffive equally of 
them and of royalty. 

Freemen Slaves and freedmen were generally the la- 
bom/"" bowers and artifts of the country. The free- 
born, and fuch as were ambitious of lofing the 
memory of their former rank, after they were 
emancipated became foldiers. For this end 
they attached themfeives to fome baron of expe- 
rience and fame in military affairs, capable both 
of proteding them and of leading them to war. 
From him they received their cottage, their 
little farm, or requifite provifion ; and him they 
fervedin matters of husbandry, or attended him 
as foldiers to the field of battle. Their immedi- 
ate fuperior might be a fub-vaflfel ; that is, one 
holding a comparatively fmall farm, or fief, of a 
ipore extenfive barony ; or he might be an in- 
dependent or allodial proprietor. 
\ i ; 

Allodial An allodial proprietor, as was formerly ftated, 

proprietor!. w h ct h er his territory was great or fmall, held his 
lands, not of an individual, either.lord or king, 
but of the nation, and to the nation only owed 
allegiance and military fervice. He was liable 
to be called out, not when the king's humouf, 

or 
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or private affairs or refcntments; but <vhen the 
great intcrefts of the kingdom, required. If 
his property, however, was fmall and cxpoled, 
it became neccflary, for the fake of protection, 
cither to form an alliance with other allodial 
proprietors, or to fubmit to the vaffalage of fomc 
feudal ldrd. As an ally, he continued inde- 
pendent, excepting in the articles exprefsly 
agreed on ; but as a vaffal, he became bound to 
homage and fervice, and generally to the fub- 
ordinacion of the feudal law. 

The- very independence of allodialifts contri- circom- 
buted to deprefs them. Proud of their peculiar frvou"3e" 
rank and antiquity, (for they generally traced »*» 
the tenure of their lands to the gift of fome an- 
cient general aflembly of the nation, and there 
were not now very many tenures of this kind to 
boaft of,) they were difpofed rather to hold in 
contempt beneficiary and feudal tenures, as an 
Inferior kind. The leaft irifinuation or ap- 
pearance of this fpirit, naturally excited jealoufy, 
and provoked refentment. As others could 
exaft from them no fervice, fo neither had, they 
reafon to expeft from others favour and pro- 
tection. They were even jealous of any claim 
'being made on them, or of any thing granted as 
a favour being conftrued into a right. Diftant 
and referved, they mingled not eafily with the 
partifans, either of one fide or another, around 
them. Scattered as they were over the country, ' 
it was almoft impoflible for them to form, or for v ' 
any length of time to maintain among thcm r 
felves, an cxtenfive confederacy. Neceflity 
thus obliged them to facrifice pride to prudence, 

to 
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to become the men or vaffals of thofe who, 
though their tenure was of a more recent date, 
or of an inferior fort, were, from the circurri- 
ftances of the times, and their more extenfive 
territory ^ able u> afford them 'prote&ion and 
, . fecurity. v 

cbwch- The tenures of church-lands were, like others, 

b * di * .of different kinds.. If allodial, either by origi- 
nal gift of the nation, or by fubfequent deed of 
conveyance, then they were in circumftances 
fimilar to thofe which we have juft nowdefcribed; 
and, for the fake of fe'eurity, generally preferred 
fome feudal connexion. When under feudal 
fubordination, then they were liable, as in other 
- cafes of the fame kind, to homage and fervice. 
This homage and fervice, however r was not al- 
ways required of the bifhop, nor abbot, perfon- 
ally ; nay, they were often prohibited from per- 
fonal military fervice, which was more generally 
rendered by their ayoues, vidames, or commif- 
faries. Hincmar complains of the military fer vices 
to which he and the other clergy were liable 4 . 

Peerart, or 'Very different opinions having been enter- 
jrlnce/ tained, and many diflertations written, concern- 
ing the time when, and the manner in which, 
the order and inftitution of the peers of France 
arofe, this may be the mod proper place to ob- 

4 u Cum Domino noftro rege, in hofte, ex omni regno 
•" fuo colle&a, contra Eretones, & Nortmannos illis con- 
" junclos, ficut & ceteri coofratres, ac facerdetas noftr*, 
/* fecundum noftxarum regionum gravem oonfuetudi- 
" nem. Cum Lominibus commifTae mihi ecclefije per- 
" Tectums fum." Hincmarf Epiftol. ad Nicol., Ii 

ferve, 
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ferve, that they feem to have their origin in the 
rcmoteft antiquity, or in the moft ordinary 
ideas and familiar cuftcms of human nature and 
fociety. We naturally affimilate together things . 
of the fame kind, and place, in the fame rank 
men of like talents, property, and power. This 
aflimilation and equality the Latins expreffed by 
the word pares, which, in the progrefs of the 
Roman and French language, was readily formed 
into pairs (peers). In this fenfc we meet with 
the word fo commonly, both in the Latin claffics, 
and in the French authors of the ninth, tejith, 
and preceding centuries, that quotations feetrt 
unneceflary. Till a much later period, when a 
leleft'ion was made of twelve, to whom peculiar 
privileges were affigned, the word pares uni- 
formly denoted men of the fame rank in church ' 
and ftate, in a civil and military capacity. All 
the king's vaffals, for example, whether fmall or 
great, who held their lands immediately of the 
crown, were peqrs : fo were allodial proprietors, 
till the progrefs. of the feudal fyftem depreffed 
them beneath their proper rank; and To were 
churchmen of the fame order. The fame duties 
were incumbent on each of the fame rank ; and 
to each of the fame rank peculiar privileges be- 
longed. « Thus we findSuger, the abbot of St. 
-Denis, in the following ce-ntury addreffed in a 
letter by his brethren of that community, as • 
his peers/. The Capitularies defcribe the 
king's vaffals, whom he might fummon to arms 

5 "" Domino fuo Sugerio beati Dionyfri reverendo ab- 
f * bati, pares, & tota Belvacenfis communia, faliicem;" 
&c. Apud Duchefac, vol.iv. p. 519. 

againft 
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againft the common enemy, by the fame name *• 
And count Odo, or Eudes, fpeaking 7 of counts 
in their civil capacity as judges, fays, add re fling 
Robert the 'king as his lord, that he had been 
afiured that it was not competent for him 
(Eudes) ,to be tried, but in the prcfcncc of an 
aflembly of his peers. 

Infilling on his rank and privilege in the fame 
rpifllc, lie (hews that the ancient diftin&ion be- 
twixt a fifcal benefice and an hereditary fie£ 
was A ill clearly uhderitood and jealoufly main- 
tained \ 

Benefice* This diftin&ion was already fully ftated in the 
a& fiefs. p r€Ce< ji n g Book and Volume. Lands conferred 
by the king for a certain term only, or for life, 
whether they were what was called fife or public 
territory, or a part of the king's own domain, 
were held as a benefice. They were granted 
both as the reward of paft fer vices, and as the 
foundation of future obligation. Offices of the 
royal houfebold, and the government of coun-r 

* 

6 u Quicunqtie ex his qui beneficium principis habe&t 
*' parem fuum contra holies communes in exercitu/' &€• 
Capitul. lib. iii. 71, 72. 

7 '* Nee fibi competere dicebat, ut me ad tale judi- 
u cinm exhiberet, fine conventu parium fuorum." Ful- 
berti Epifcopi Carnot. Epift. 42. Duchefne, vol. iv- 

. p. 187. 

9 *' Nam fi refpiciatur ad conditionem generis, darer 
*' Dei gratia, <juod hereditabilis fim. 61 adqualitatem 
«' beneficii, quod mihi dedifti, conftat quia non eftde tuo 
" fiico, fed de his quae mihi per mam gratiam e* ma- 
c * jonbus heredkario jure contSngtmu" Id. ibid. 

ties 
*5 
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tics and provinces, were conferred in the fame 
manner, and for the fame tnd. But the more 
numerous tlvfe grants, and the longer they were 
held, the king had the fewer to beftow, and thejr 
were the more difficult to revoke. His influ- 
ence of courfe xliminilhed. When he had no- 
thing elfe to give, he converted thefe temporary 
benefices into perpetuities, fubjedt to the crown, 
but not revocable by it 9 . 

In many cafes," thefe perpetuities were forced 
from the king, in circumftances and feafons when 
it would have been vain for him to have refufed 
them. * , 

Whether they were conferred voluntarily, or Feudal 
extorted, all lands and offices held by a feudal fyftem * 
tenure were called fiefs, conftituted a peculiar 
relation betwixt the fuperior &nd the occupier, 
gave rife to feveral important duties, formed, in 
a word, that vaft feudal fyftem that arofe in 
France and over Europe, which in feveral king- 
doms ftill prevails, and which, in them all, haa 
given origih to many important inftitutipns and 
laws. 

* 

I. The granter was always confidered as the Fieftvarf- 
fuperior, or lord, of the occupant or holder. Pe- OMS * 

•9 " In tantum largus,- ut antea nee in antiquis libris, 
** nee in jnodernis temperibus auditum eft, ut villas regias, 
* 6 quas erant iui, & avi, & tritavi fidelibus fiiis' tradidit, 
" eas in poffefliones femptternas, & praecepta conftruxit, 
*' 8c aniiuli impreffione, cum fubferiptione naanu propria 
*' roboravit." Thegani, Opus de Geft. Lud, Pii, c. 19. 

• pin, 
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pin, Charlemagne, and their fucceflbrs, were 
the fuperiors of the popes, in fo far as the for- 
mer had conferred on the latter the temporal 
dominion of Rome and Ravenna. This proba- 
bly had no fmall influence in procuring to 
Charlemagne the Imperial title ; as it would 

. have been more humiliating to the biftiop of 
Rome and "the Romans, to do homage, and 
fwear allegiance to the king of France, than co 

' the emperor io . 

II. Fiefs were royal, when they were held im- 
mediately of the crown, and had peculiar privi- 
leges annexed to them. The holders of them 
were peers of th^ realm, members of the king's 
court, and fubjeft only to that tribunal. The 
king was called their lord paramount, or fove- 
reign. They were his vaffals. 

III. Fiefs were Ample, when the vaffal was 
bound to perform homage^only, and no other 

. fervice, to his lord. Such probably was the 
tenure of Rome and Ravenna, and /uch certainly 
. was that x q{ Normandy. The nature of this 
homage will be afterwards explained. 

IV. Fiefs lieges formed a real and perfonal 
obligation to fervice. The vafial fworc allegi- 
ance over the holy goipel, and lblemnly cn» 

lp A>n eminent author, contrary to his own principles, 
alleges that the pope held thefe territories allodially, and 
1 . not feudally. If allodially, he and the Romans would . 
not have done homage to Charlemagne and his fucceilors, 
■which we know certainly they did. Craigii Jus Feud, 
lib. i. 9. p. 47. 

. gaged 
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gaged to ferve and defend his fuperior, againft 
all 'mortals, and with all his fubftance, for ever. 
The holder of two or more fiefs of this kind 
from different' fuperiors, was expofed to many, 
diftrafting inconveniencies and private • wars. 
No deed of tenure could be fo cautioufly drawn, 
as to fecure from them a perfon who was a vaffai 
at the fame time, as frequently happened* of 
Germany and of France, or of the dukes of 
Neuftria and Normandy, &c. &c. 

V. Royal fiefs were alfo called dominants, 
when they were fubdivided into feveral parts 
among fubordinate vaflals. They were fer- 
vants in refpedt of the crown, and dominants 
in refpeft of the vaflals fubjeft to them. Thefe 
reciprocal terms defcended through all the ra- 
mifications of the fyftcm j the fubordinate fupe- 
rior was always dpminant, and the inferior, 
fervant. 

VI. Arriere fiefs were the fervants % whether 
high or low, in the fcaie of feudal fubordination, 
who held of a fubordinate chief, and owed 
homage and fidelity to him, yet were under ob« 
ligation alfo, in certain circumilances, to per- 
forin military fcrvicc to that chief's fuperior. ' 
Hence when the king iffucd the ban or fum- 
mons to arm, it was addreflcd to his* immediate 
vaflals; but the arriere ban was addieflcd to 
fubordinate vaflals alio, and to the whole people, 
requiring all to arm againft the common enemy ". 

11 See this fubjedl at length, with the numerous ex- 
ceptiom'and varieties, Crai^ii Jus Feudale, JLib. Feud. ; 
but especially Traite de Fiefs 3 par Claude de Ferriere. 

— % The 
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The duties of the vaflal to his lord were, 

I. Homage : that is, literally prefenting himfelf 
as his man. In fo doing, the vaflal acknowledged 
his inferiority, and obligation for the fief which 
he held ; and fwore fidelity or allegiance. This 
homage was ufually performed by the vaflal on 
his knees, and with his two hands betwixt the 
hands and knees of his fuperior. Thus Taflil- 
Ion, duke of Bavaria, did homage to his uncle 
Pepin, fwcaring over the reliques of St. Denis, 
St. Germain, and St. Martin. Rollo, duke of 
Normandy, performed this duty to Charles the 
Simple, unwillingly, by a fubftitute. From the 
lattec^afe, it appears to have been cuftomary 
for the vaflal to kifs the foot of his lord ; and as 
fopn as the homage was all performed, the fu- 
perior raifed the vaflal, and, if of due rank, 
kifled him '\ 



The principal manor of the fuperior's domain 
was the place where the vaffals, on ihat occafion, 
were bound to attend. If the fuperior was not 
there, nor any other authorifed by him, to re- 
ceive the proffered homage, the' vaflal having 
called on his lord three times with a loud voice 
at the principal gate, put off 7 his fword and 
fpiirs, kneeled, uncovered his head, and fwore 

* allegiance ; and notified this a<ft to the neareft 
family, leaving a copy of the deed of his ho. 

. tnage. In latter times, this was done with more 



11 Vetercs Francor. Annates, A.D. 757. c. 17. 
mil. Berlin. 2 #4. 
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form and ceremony, and was attefted by no- 
taries and legal witnefles *% 

. .. * ' , 

II. Service. It was generally of a military Service. 

nature. The vafial was bound, on being fum- 
moned, to attend in arms fifteen, twenty-four, 
forty, or fixty days, according as it was fpeci- 
fied in the deed of tenure, or in the fummons. 
Some vaflals were bound to maintain them- v 

felves; fome were fubfifted by their fuperior : 
fome commuted their fervice for a fum of 
money : fome were bound to march wherever 
-their fuperior chofe to lead them j others were 
limited within a certain diftrift: fome were 
obliged to bring their vaflals with them ; others 
were bound only to attend themfelves, per. 
ibnally. . 

Inftcad of military, in many cafes menial or 
other fervices were required ; as foccage, or 
agricultural fervice : as the mere praeftation, if 
required, of a piece of coin, of a rofe, or a pair 
of gloves: or in fome cafes of mortmain, that 
is, v of a body corporate, as a church or a mo- 
naftery, prayers only for # the fuperior were re- 
quired from the vaffal *\ ; 

III. Relief was originally the offering pre- R C i; e f. 
fenced, on his fucceffion, by a new vafial to his 
fuperior.. It might be the exprefiion of a young 

13 Traite de Fiefs, par M. CI. Fcrrfere, c. ii. f. 1. 
art. 1, 2, 3,4 

I4 Marculfi Formula, lib. ii. tit/ 4. Capitul. lib. iii. 
paffim; x . 

vol. ir. (^ man's 
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man's gratitude for the prote&ion and privileges 
vouchfafed to him during his minority : it might 
\# the acknowledgment of the fucceflbr* of 
whatever age, and in whatever circumftances. 
It became cuftomary, and was cxa&ed as a 
right. It was finally cftimated at a year's pro- 
due! of the lands, which the fuperior might 
actually feize j though more often they were va- 
lued by (preud 9 bommes ) difcreet and faithful 
. men ; and frequently a certain fum of money 
was accepted, in name of every other demand. 
It was neceffary for the vaflal, on his fucceffion, 
to make thefe three offers, any of which the fu* 
perior might accept as he chofe, before the new 
fucceffor could a&ually enter on his lands. 
There was no precife rule, either as to the mode, 
or time, in which the choice fhouk} be made* 
The time was in feveral provinces limited tothe 
, "* three firft years after the term of fucceffion 5 and 
if homage was accepted in ordinary form, it was 
under flood that either the firft of the three years 
was to be accepted, or a third of each of 
them 15 . 

• * 

Ward/hip. The relief offered by a mipor, on his coming 
to full age, was confidcred not merely as the 
acknowledgment of a vaflTal, but of -a pupil or 
ward. The protection claimed by the. father, 
as a vaflal, was claimed, find ufually extended to 
his fon. The young heir was received under 
1 the. tuition of his feudal lord ; was frequently 
educated at his court with tendernefs and care \ 

11 Traite de Fisfs, par M. Cl k Ferriere, c. ii. f. 4. 
art, l. 

$ ' and, 
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and, aa foon as he becarrte of age, had his pa- 
ternal eftate formally and'faithfully delivered to 
hitn. The man was of age at twenty, the 
woman at fifteen years. - 

This, however, was a delicate truft, and ' 
liable to be violated. Sometimes ambition, and 
ibmetimes avarice, triumphed over integrity, 
perverted the truft, and abufed, or totally ufurped, 
the eftate. The pupil was not unfrequently 
neglected, or infuked. Lewis IV. the Tranf- 
marine, claimed the wardfhip of Richard the 
youn£ dak* of Normandy; but his views 
were more political than friendly. He detained 
him as a hoftage. He actually kept him in 
confinement as a prifoner: for * he Was ambi- 
tious to reduce the power of Normandy, if not 
to re-annex it to the crown of France 16 . 

The relief offered and claimed on marriage, Is u . 
ufually attributed by the French lawyers to the ^ • 
mere occafion of a change in the feudal tenure, 
or ufufrua of the fief ". 

But this fpecies of relief more probably ori- 
ginated rather in more remote and barbarous 

«« LaCoutnmerefornwSedeNormanaie. ' ' 

« it Jt TaiSbn de c % r ,fi ief » eft VW 7 a mutation de 
« poJeffeur,-parce que le Mary permit lesVruits du fief de 

fa femme.' Inftitution au Droit Franco!,, liv. ii. c 2 • 

. Another kind of relief, which might hVe been men' 

Boned, was the fifth {le quint) of the prift, b cai'of" 

fale. But it would be endleft to enumerate ail the laws 

and exceptions of the feudal fyftem ; for Which fee Du 

CrS&ci ' FerriCre ' " ' dU *>«?• J&4S ' 

°- a times. 
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times. In ancient Gaul, and efpecially in Ger- 
many, every tribe, canton, or diftridt, .being 
independent, and fovereign over its own mem- 
bers, was jealous of its freedom, and privi- 
leges, and permitted no aflbciations by mar* 
-rage, nor indeed much intercourfe otberwife, 
without the public confent. Ic was death for a 
flave to marry into another tribe, or eftate, with- 
out the permiffion of his or her matter. T/hefe 
ideas of power over inferiors were refined, but 
they were not lefs extended, by the tfifeand pto- 
grefs of the feudal fyftem. A feudal lord coo- 
iidered his vaflals fo much in the light of flaws, 
that he thought himfelf entitled, to give, or with- 
hold, his confent, in their purpofcs of marriage, 
as he chofe. The profeffed principle was to 
prevent the marriage of the noble with the ig- 
noble, and of the individuals of one haftile tribe 
with another; but the real principles which 
operated moft actively were ambition and ava- 
rice, the love of power and of money j for he 
could thus thwart an adverfary,. or gratify a 
friend •, and as his confent could be purchafed, 
he was often able thus to raife a confiderable re- 
venue from the marriages of his vaflals '•. 

•riter There was a tendency, generally, in the fpirit 

feudal ind- c f t h c fyfttm, and of the times, to conftruc thie 
generous expreffions of benevolence iftto pre- 
cedent and etiffom. The .aid »which a Mberalf 
minded vaflal adminiftered to relieve his lord 
frcm debt, or other diftrefs* to increafe his 

* 
. IC La Coutume reform, de Normanctie* Ducangt, 

ad voc. Dil'paragare> Maritagium. 

grandeur 
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grandeur on fbme remarkable occafioo, to aug-. 
ment the marriage-portion of his eldeft daugh- • 
ter„ was eagerly-converted into cuftom, and a 
principle of feudal law 10 . 

Finally, the obfervance of thefe cuftoms, Efcheat. 
moft of them founded on principles of huma- 
nity and benevolence, was afterwards enforced 
bjr arms, by cicheat, or forfeiture. The pe- 
nalty, and the mode of exacting it, were, pro- 
portioned to the power of the lord, or the^ 
wealth* weaknefs, and unallied ftate of the vaffal. 

S«ch is? general outline of jhat feudal fyftem* Beauty and 
which owed icy birth to the genius, the native ofthis" 7 
etiftorfts, and military fpirit, of the barbarous na- fyft«n. 
taons, who invaded the Roman empire, and fet- 
tled on its ruins; which acquired ftrength 
through the weaknefs of the Merovingian 
princes, and the inftability of their government 
in France ; and which rofe to maturity by the 
decline and fall of the Carlovingian kings. 

It is a fyftem which, on flight fpeculation, 
fecms favourable to monarchy ; for the king 
.appears the great fource both of property* and 
power; and the whole fabric, pyramidically ' 

formed on a vaft bafis, appears to rife, firmly 
compared, to fupport and defend him. But, in 
faft, nothing could be more adverfe to kingly 
government. The great barons, the dukes of 
Neuftria, of Normandy, of Aquijain, of Bur- 

19 Ducange, ad voc. Auxilium. Bru.Tel. Ufeges Gen. 

des Fiefs en France. ' ■ 

Q.3 ' gundy, 
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gundy, the counts of Flanders, of Vcrmandois, 
&c. &c. inftead of being fubjeft to him, and 
obedient to his authority, were jealous of his 
power, and able to control it; inftead of main* 
taining and defending the legal hereditary fuc- 
cefiion to the crown, fei^ed every favourable 
.opportunity of diminifhing its influence, and of 
transferring it each to his own family. We fee 
in them, what too often happens in human 
' affairs, their principles and practice, their duty 
and conduct, perpetually at variance. 

The fame inconfiftency, between duty and 
conduft, might be traced over all the ramifica- 
tions of the fyftem. It is not only beautiful in 
its appearance, fpeculatively confidercd, but it 
was benevolent in its fpirit, and in many cafes 
practically beneficial. Intercourfes the moft 
agreeable, and offices the moft ufeful, prevailed 
fometimes over the fociety, which feemed one 
body, animated by one common fpirit. Thefe 
examples, however, of drift feudal fidelity and 
reciprocal enjoyment, like other tranquil and 
profperous periods of antiquity, which excite 
not the attention of the hiftorian, were not fre~ 
quent, and paffed peacefully away ; while the 
whole hiftory of the ninth, tenth, and eleventh 
centuries may be confidered as an illuftration of 
the want of- integrity and happinefs throughout 
all rapks of the feudal relations. 

Mvatt Every baron, however fmall his territory, and 

however low in the feale of fubordination, fhut up 
in his caftle, and furrounded by his own yaffals, 
bade defiance to his immediate fuperior. The 

terri- 
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territory and cattle of his fuperior was probably 
not much larger nor ftronger than his own. It was ' 
dangerous to enter into any confederacy againft 
him ; it only provoked him to a fimilar confe- 
deracy. Thus private wars arofe ; and before they 
terminated, they often . defolatcd a large diftrict 
of the country. They fpread, by kindred and 
alliances, from one family and cattle to another; 
and feuds (faides), like heritages, defended from 
one generation to another. Private often rofe to 
public quarrels. The king's vaffals naturally 
appealed to him. At other times, through 
private feuds and prejudices, the royal court and 
itandard were deferred by the king's vaffals, 
when he ftood mod in need of their fupport. 

Cuftopi and law were not alcogether difre- R 2!!/ uc 
garded in hereditary fucceffion. - But the crown 
vaffals generally confidercd, not fp much what 
was law and duty, as what was their intereft ; 
not whether Lothaire, Lewis, or Charles, was 
the firft-born, but in whofe fervice were they moil 
likely and mod fuccefefully to aggrandize their 
fief, or fecure the property or the office, which 
they already held. The imbecility of Lewis 
the Mild* and the contefts of his fons for fuperi- 
ority, taught and accuftomed them without feac 
to indulge their ambition. He profufely diftri- 
buted to them all he had to beftow : he ren- 
dered them independent, by converting fuch as 
were yet temporary benefices, into perpetual 
fiefs : he revived and increafed the. high and 
powerful office of dukes, as governors of the 
frontier provinces, the number of whom Charle- 
jpagne had wifely diminifhed. A fimilar go* 
(^.4 vernmettt 
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vermtient of the counties and cities wis en- 
couraged, and prevailed under his, fucceffors. 
The ambition of thefe feudal counts and dukes 
increafed with their power. They were not fa- 
tisfied with one ; they obtained, and fometimes 
ufurped, the government of feveral counties: 
they conftituted themfclves the lords and here- 
, ditary proprietors of the places where they « had 
been only appointed civil and military magif* 
trates.* . Thus the count of Verrnandois ob- 
tained Laon; and the duke of Burgundy and 
Nefcftria obtained alfo the government of Aqui- 
tain. Ai they rofc, the royal influence and au- 
thority declined. They negle&ed the fura- 
xnons, and deferted the councils, of the king: 
they parcelled out their fiefs among their fub- 
ordinate vaffals, of which the king complained 
in vain*'. In. the animofities of the prirjees, 
the weight of one, or more, thrown into the fcak, 
decided the conteft. The count of. Vermandois 
was able to dictate to his fovereign -, and the 
duke of Ncuftria or France was able, finally, to- 
feize and hold f he crown, r 

' Hereditary right, however, continued to be 
the general rule of royal fucceflion. From 
*kewis the Mild to Lewis Tranfmarine, the king* 
dom was repeatedly divided among fons of the 
fame family. This cuftom of partition was 
found attended with ft> many and fuch feriousin- 

** Charles the Bal<3, by a Capital.. A. D, 877, apud 
Carifiacum, ordained that fiefs and counties ihould be he* 
' reditary. , 

1 *' Capitul. lib. iit. c. 19,20.45, 67.69. 

1 convc- 
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conveniences, that it was relblved to* tranforit , ' . 
the crown entire ; which Jaw was accordingly ob- 
lerved at the acceffion of Lnthaiitf, the eldeft 
ion of Lewis Tranfmarine, and thenceforward in 
all future times *\ 

The coronation of the king was attended with Coronals* 
more pomp and folemnity after the acceffion of 
Pepih and Charlemagne. Senfible of the influ- 
ence of the clergy, each prince, on his acceffiorv 
was defirous, not merely of their approbation, 
but? to have the crown fecured to him by the 
awful fan&ions of religion. Confecration by the 
pope himfelf,was held preferable $ and next to him, 
by the bifhop of moft influence, or the moft in 
favour wirh the fpv % ercignV AH the great lords 
and principal clergy ufually attended > many of 
them aflifted in the particular ceremonies : but 
the principal adtions, the facred un&iorj, the ad- 
miniftration of the oath of fidelity, theimpofition 
of the crown on the royal head, and the confe- 
cration prayer, were performed by fome favoured 
bilhop. This honour was claimed by the arch-* 
bifhop of Rheims: his claim wa$ occafionally 
difputed by others, and was not finally adjudged 
as his privilege, till towards the end of the twelfth 
century. 

The whole kingdom appears as one great fief, TheWngw 
of which the king was the lord paramount. His 1*7™?* 
immediate vaffals were, numerous, but very un- ""i* 

** The nobles fwore, " Ut nunquam Je alterius lumbis 
09 regem in aevo praefumant eligere, fedex ipfarum." Hift. 
of France by the Benedi<ftines> vol. v. p. 10. 

equal 
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equal in the extent of* their fiefs. The duke of 
France^ that is, of the greater part of Neuftria, 
was. greatly # fuperior to the lord of a particular 
city, or final diftriA of a county or parifh. Yet 
the fmalleft baron, being a king's vaffal, was the 
peer of the firft lord of the kingdom, enjoyed 
equal accefs to the royal court and perfon, and 
was entitled, where mere power did not interfere, 
v to equal honour and privileges, 

ftfaiftmjDf The minifters of the king continued nearly the 
Peking, f amc f rom t h e beginning to the end of the 
Carlovingian race. 

The mayoralty of the palace, which hadprov-i 
ed fo fatal to the Merovingians, was aboliffied by 
. Pepi on his ufurpation of their throne, and was 
never revived, 

H J gh ii« The chief minifters were, the apocrifiary, or 
high chancellor, and the count or the palace 5 
.without the intervention of whom, no one was 
allowed accefs in bufinefs to the king. If the 
bufinefs was ecclefiaftical, it was fubmitted to 
the former ; and if civil, jto the latter. The 
former in earlier times was ufually chofen from 
among the fcifhops j or the bifhops Held the 
office each in his turn, or according to the royal 
pleafure. This was attended with many inconve- 
niences : the diocefe was found to fuffer in the 
abfence of its bifliop : every bifliop was not quali- 
• fied for the high office of apocrifiary.: the court 

fyffered by too frequent changes : the office was 
therefore filled permanently by any cqelefi- 

aftic % 
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aftic, cither a prefby ter or deacon, as were judged 
qualified *♦. 

The count of the palace prefided in the king's count # 
court of civil law $ which was not only open to t h ?H*fc 
the vafials.of the crown for judgment in the firft 
inftance, but was the lad re fort in cafes of appeal 
from inferior courts* He had the power of de- 
ciding on principles of equity, as well as accord- 
ing to l^w. But when he prefumed to fct afidc 
any of the ancient ftatutes, as too rude and fevere 
for the fpecial cafe before him, he fubmitted 
both the law and his own opinion, to the king, 
that he might decide, 

When the changes of the royal rcfidence were fo chamber 
foequent, and when pro* ifions were generally to be j"j» •■£ 
procured from a diftance, the offices of the houfe- 
hold were far from being (inecures. As foon 
as the king's intention was communicated, each 
exerted himfelf in his own department, to pro- 
vide equipage for the journey, to fccure fuitable x 
accommodation on the road, or in the palace to 
which the court were going to refide fometime, 
and to procure in due time and quantity the 
neceffary provifions for fo numerous a family 
and retinue. Thefe were the offices of the 
chamberlain and fteward, of the groom and 
butler. 

The general affemblies of the people, which General 
Charlemagne had new modelled, do not appear *ff«nWi«* 
t<? have retained the precife form, nor to have 

,0 Hincmar, de Ordinc Paiatii. 

pre* 
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preferved ftri&ly the order which he gave therm 
Inftcad of meeting regularly twice a-year, they 
were convened once in four years", or as cir- 
eumftances feemcd to require ; and inftead of 
the counties fending each twelve reprcfentatives, 
means were concerted for packing them, accord- 
ing to the defign of the prince, or ruling party. 
' One of thofe means was the choice of the place 
where the affernbly was to meet. It was ap- 
pointed to be where the emperor hoped his 
friends could mod eafiljr attend, and at a diftance 
ftom the country and refidence of thofe whom Jic 
fufpe&ed, or knew to be adverfe to his intercfts 
or inclinations. Thus Lewis the Mild preferred 
Nimeguen, in oppofition to the intreaties ot 
. Lorhaire and his partifans, for the meeting of that 
affembly, who were to confirm him in, or to 
difpoflcfs him of* his -throne *\ 

On occafions of inferior importance, they were 
amended chiefly by official men, bythe clergy and 
nobles of the immediate neighbourhood, and by 
fuch as were intcrcfted in the bufinefs of the 
meeting u , 

11 " Ut videlicet in anno quarto' folummodo gencralia 
•' placita obfervent,& nullus eos amplius placita obftrvare 
" compellat," &c. Capitul. lib. iy. c. 57. 

There feems an attempt to revive the affemblies twice 
a year : " Ut ad mallum venire nemo tardet,unum cir- 
" ca seftatem, & alterum circa autumnum : ad aliud,vero 
** fi neceflitas fuerit,vel fi denunciatio regis urgeat,vocatus 
rt venire nemo tardet." Capital.' lib. vii.«c. 96, 

■* Acla Concil. adann. 831, vol. iv. p. 1365. 

„ u Capitul. lib* im c. 40. It is enacled that no perfon 
fliall be warned to attend, but thofe who have bufinefs. 

Tha 
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The clergy were ufually the moft nume- 
rous clafs in thefe aflfemblies, both becaufe their 
education and habits qualified them more than 
.others for judging in the fubje&s which came 
.before them, and becaufe they were more zcal- 
<oiis on all occasions to watch the moft favour- 
able opportunities for promoting their own cede- 
Jiaftical influence. On looking, indeed, into the 
books of the capituferies, or laws enaded in . 
thofe aflcmblies, we find that by far the greater 
number of them regarded matters of an ecclefi- 
aftical nature. 

It is not unworthy of obfervation, that thefe The 5 * 
national aflcmblies flourifhed moft under the ^ dm% 
moft able monarchs, and in the moft profperous 
periods of the monarchy ; and inftead of acquir- 
ing a popular or republican tendency, they were 
neglcdted, and declined, under feeble govern- 
ments. They ceafed to be obferved towards the 
end of the Merovingian princes $ and though 
revived by Pepin and Charlemagne, they funk 
again in their importance and political influence 
under their fucceffors the Carlovingians. Lewis, 
by his fanaticifms and mean fubmiflion to their 
djfcipline and will, caught them to defpife him; 
and both he and his fucceffors, by contriving 
afterwards to render them the tools of a weak 
and fluctuating policy, gave them ,much reafon 
to defpife themfelves, and of courfe to dilregard 
generally the fummons, and occafions of their 
meeting. 

But 
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But the great caufe of their decline and cefla- 
v tion, .was the progrefs of the feudal fyftem, arid 
the civil and private wars which attended its 
growth. Then the prejudices of a party ruled, and 
she violence of arms gave laws. When the im- 
mediate vaffals of the king were become more 
powerful than hirrifelf; and when they were 
Separated from one another by perfonal animo* 
fides and mortal hatred, there could not 
then fafely exift any general afiembly of the 
kingdom. 
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SECT. IL 
Of Laws.- 



*T*H2 ancient laws imported into Gaul by the 
* Romans, the Goths, the Franks, and Bur* 
gundians, which were illuftrated and compared 
m the preceding Book and Volume of this Biftory, 
continued to furnifli the great principles and 
rules of dccifion in all the courts of judicature 
over France, during the ninth and tenth century. 
Yet they were often fupcrfcded by inferior 
judges, efpccially by the king and the count of 
the palace, as rude and unfuitable to the times. 
Decifions were given, and attempted to be found- 
ed on the general principles of .equity; but 
thefc decifions were neither fufficiently uniform, 
nor were they ever collcded in order to be- 
come rules of future judgment. The capitu- 
laries, fo called from the manner in which they 
were collected into chapters or heads, enafted 
fometimes by general and fometimes by proving 
cial affemblies, or by the king and his minifters, 
are the only code of written laws from which we 
can obferve any material change in the fyftem of 
jurifprudence. They were in a great meafurc 
fet afide alfo in their turn afterwards, by. the rife 
and progrefs of the feudal law. 

The 
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The capitularies ena&ed and pubKflied by # 
Charlemagne, Lewis the Mild, and their immc- 
diate fucceffors, were collc&ed by Anfcgife and 
Benedict into feven books, with four additions 
or appendices, extending only to A. D. 845. 
They are neither written clearly, feleffced 
fkilfully, nor arranged with judgment : much 
labour and attention are requifite ?o difcern their 
fpirit, and reduce them to fbme form. As they 
were generally received, however, by. the people 
as law over all the extent of the French empire> 
they are entitled to pur refpeft ; and they con- 
tribute much to illuftrate the Rate of focietv. 
and the manners of the times. . 

They bear internal evidence of a relaxed and 
fluftuating government, of an ignorant and im- 
moral clergy, of a fuperftitious, depraved, and 
opprefled people. Many of thefe laws are unin- 
telligible and obfeure; moft of them want fpirit 
and energy in their very ftylc. The framers of 
them have not diftinguiflied betwixt the form and 
language of a law, and of an admonition or ex- 
hortation. They arc often fervent wiflies, or 
zealous remonftrances, rather than authoritative 
decrees. Some of them arc fo ridiculous^ that 
we can fcarcely believe that any body of grave 
men, civil or ecclefiafiical, could devife, frame, 
or publifh them. They appear to have been 
much negle&ed, for they are often re-enadtcd, or 
explained 5 and, indeed, the explanation of many 
of them was very neceflkry. 

Not only the biftiops, counts, and other ftation- 
ary officers and judges, but the Mijft Dominici* 

the 
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the ambulatory judges, or lords of the circuit 
courts, were required to ufe all diligence to pub* 
Kfli the Capitularies among the people, that none 
aright remain ignorant, nor have occafion to 
plead their ignorance, of them .». 

The variety of laws which prevailed in thp, 
different provinces, contributed often to embar- 
rafs both the judges and the people. The 
avoue, or commiflaryi of , the monaftcry of St. 
Benedict and that of St. Denis having a difference 
concerning certain flaves, they appealed it to a 
fpecial court of judges and doctors of the law, in 
addition to the count and bi (hop, the ordinary royal 
tommiffioners. In the firft meeting of this court 
nothing was agreed on, becaufe feveral of the 
judges, who underftood the Salic law, were igno- 
rant of the Roman and canon law, which chiefly 
regulated ecclefiaftical property* The diet waj 
adjourned to a future day in the city of Orleans, to 
which were fummoned other doctors or teachers 
of the law, from different provinces. Even then 
they were of different opinions*; and had almoft 
refoived to leave the caufe, as beyond their capa- 
city and decifion, to be finally deter mioed 4 by 
duel, as the folemn judgment of God \ 

From this anecdote of Adrevald feveral im- 
portant inferences may be fairly deduced. Firft, 
It appears that there were public teachers dftHfe 1 
law eftabliflied in fomc of the towns and pro- 
vinces,' and particularly^ Orleans. Sccdhdljr; 

s Capitul. lib. ii. 24. 27. & vi. 217. 

* AdreyuWi, JHfc i- dt Mirac- Sui ftttted. . • " : 

Vol. 11. a. Thst 



**» HISTORY OF FRANCE. fi*bk II* 

, That neither they, however, nor the ordinary 
judges,.wcrc Sufficiently inftru&ed in the common 
kws and cuftoms of the country. Thirdly, THaflf 
both the Salic and Rorqanlaw were in ufe $ and 
that the latter was .mod prevalent in the mow 
fouthern counties, and in cafes conne&cd with 
th* church, v The Roman Jaw- was not merely 
known in cuftom, but in mjmufcript. Charle- 
magne had, qaufed the Thcodofian code tn 
be written fairly out A. D. 7*8, according to 
%n edition of Alaric king of the Vifigoths* 
Copies of thi$ edition might be aftcrjs^rds multi- 
plied ; yet, excepting in the church, and not 
frequently, even there, they do not (cem: at 
this period to have been much ftudied and 
known. , 

We (hall now endeavour to arrange the Capi- 
tularies in the ufual order; of Pcrfons,* Things, 
and Aftions. 

I. Of Persons* 

shift. The laws eoa&ed during this period were, ocj 

the whole, favourable to (laves. Their, maft^fs 
are required to treat them with humanity and 
g^ndenefs *. Certain reftri&ions. were laid on 
ths fale of them $ fuch as that they vrere to be 
fold only in the prefence of an archdeacon, cf a 
hu^Jredcr, or other copftitutcd judge, andcoul4 
not £c carried out of tfee country ♦. They wer$ 
declared "capable ot Searing teftimony. Their 

• . • - "it i' y, . :. . v t ... •' , f j * 

* Capitu&iib»4i~4i.; • '. k&JJb* v. \%ti 

t ' -t . . . emao* 



Ch. III. § t. ' - LAWS. • S*i 

emancipation was encouraged, and their freedom, 
when emancipated was rendered more fecure K 

The/piritof tKe times was favourable to per- 
gonal liberty, in general. It was enalted, that no 
inan fhould be apprehended without juft caufe, 
nor imprifoned till he was legally judged *• 

Simple fornication was punifhed with fcour- sexul 
ging j if the party was betrothed, with death 7 . . ****** 

The marriage relation could not be entered 
into privately, nor without a dowry '. 

Death was the punifhment of adultery •. The 
influence of chriftianity, which moderated the ri- 
gours of fervitude, thus augmented the penalties 
mflidied on the incontinent and licentious. 

It difpofcd the mind generally to humanity J?*** •■* 
and beneficence. Judges were required to give » lty ' 
a preference to the poor, when they appeared in 
court, in fo far jis la hear (heir caufe early, or 
before noon, prior to royal or ecclefiaftical cauies. 
The rcafon is afligned, that they could not 
.afford to wait on the court until they , were called, , , „ , $ 
and obtained juft ice jr* the ordinary codfleJ " No 

5 Capitul. lib. iii. 16. »8, *g. '" 6 Lib. Tii. 37. 
7 Lib. vi. 24. 32. 47, 481 
': * B "Nulhihi fine dote fiat cohjiiglimi nee fifceJpablicis' :: "■* 
.^nuptiisquifquam nubere prafumac" Lib..vi. is*.?">>i ' 1 
t€ pater noluerit virginem 4are, reddat pacuniam juxta 
" morem dotis quarn virgiaes accipere confueveruat." 
Lib. vi. ac. 

• Lib.Ti.36. ; 

1 - * % one 



I »44 HISTORY OP PRANCE. Book II. 

one more rich or powerful than they, was allow- 
ed cither to purchafe, or take, any thing from 
them, but at a public fale, or before fuitablc wit- 
ncfics, to prevent even the fufpicion of extortion 
and oppreffion. The ftate was declared the 
patron and protestor of the poor and the father- 
lefs. Hofpitals were provided for ftrangcrs, 
for the poor* for the fick, for orphans* for the 
aged* and for infants' 9 * 

* » 

II. Of Things. 

Property continued to be Held as formetfy 1 
> though feudal tenures became mod common. 

*•>«• Sales appear to have been conduced with 

greater order and fecurity. They were confirm- 
ed by an carncft, or part payment, however fmall, 
which obliged the purchafe r to implement the 
bargain. A fale might be challenged as unfair in 
three days : and if good caufc were fworn beforic 
the competent judge, it became null; but if the 
challenger failed, or allowed three days to pafs 
without any queftion, the fale was ratified kl . 

tarctyihip. Surctyfhip became more common : and the 
perion becoming furety was bound to pay the 
ucot for which he had granted fecurity ,a . . 

g^*j«<J After three warnings, the creditor might bring 
^"~ the debtor's goods which were lodged in pawn 
with him to fale, for payment '*. 

. •• Capitul. lib. ii. 39—33. " I**k v. aio»au, . 
*• lab. viu ai 8. u Lib. vii.aao. 

In 
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In former times, a tide to property by pre* Prrfcripi , 
fcription was required in tpn> and afterwards in titlw 
twenty, years. Now forty years were declared 
requifire, whatever was the fubjett, or mode of 
commencement to the pofftffion of it ■ V 

f The violator of a tcftamertt,' or one who con* Tdbmaw* 
travened it, was thereby difquafififcd from de- 
living any benefit from it I§ . 

. A ma&Y widow was entitled to a third (hare Heritift. 
of the fortune which he had himfelf acquired* 
fyit all; that he held by inheritance, or other 
tnodft of *cceflion, from; his friends, defeended 
to his chitfrea and other legal heirs *** 
* * * i * 

The occafions and means of intercourfe were inmewrfc. 
lDccome more frequent over the country. 
Roads were opeoed, and bridges built ; but the 
relaxed and difordcrly ftate of the government 
pften rendered travelling tedious and vexatious* 
It was therefore ena&ed, that no one, on any ac- 
count, fbpuld obftruft the high way, contrary to 
lpw$ and that the contravener of this aft fhould 
be fined according to the Jaw of the juriftii&ion 
under which he lived l K 



■♦ Capitul. lib. v. 436. "lib. ?iL 246— 24*, 

16 Lib, iv. 9. • • 

11 •« Siquis viam publlcam atit lithoftrotum, yd viam 
•« communcm, aJicui claufcric Contra legem, cum fua lege 
# 5 componat." Capitul. lib.*. a©i.* % •* 

It is to be remembered, that the Franks, the Goths," 
Burgundians,' and Romans, were judged each by his own 
law; and that the compofkion, or fines, of the different 
laws varied. 

k 3 Ufury 
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ra*y. Ufury was tfcdarcd inConfiftent with the 

• character 6ft chriftian* whether clergy or laity '*. 

;; III. Of Action*. 

, , , fl The mcreafing knowledge, oft the Roman law, 
ts it ^came to he more generally underftodd in 
the Theodofian code, which is fometimes re^ 
ferred to in the Capitularies, the common ufe of 
.s , the fbrfitf bfMarcuIfus and other*, and thirgefte- 
rjil prpprf.fs ;of. civilization, all cotfttlbdtecfto 
Tf nd^r tranfa&ions and obligations itforie pfecifc* 
ajpd at the fame time thciviolationsof them more 
obvious aqd Jagrint. Irij<*hc o«e 'refped, it 
diminifhed the demand for jurifdi<3ion, but it in- 
•.. create} it ia^be ;other;;/>Ai! propoitiotf as men 
iindefiftoodj.their intereft,, nantf thfe'*' right and' 
wr<?ng as, fettled byJaw^ they became the more 
tpnacipus, #£ their. right, and the more indignant 
againfl, what fecmed wrong. The high notions 
otmorality. too, which were 'acquired from the 
gofpclpCaotribuGed* in niariy things* to render the 
excrcife.-of • criminals kw 1 more frequent and 
*PY C «?; > i tho^h ;wevmajD y Ion the wfcfcte, obferve 
an unfteady influence of theido&riacS oif cfhrifti*' 
anity oh the applications both of juftice and 
mercy. In fome cafes, indignation againft the. 
crime^bftrudted tftcldperation-fcf mercy towards 
the criminal } wh.il?, in other cafes, from a deGre 
»f flicwihg Wercy/Vr the. criming, ample* 
)ultice was riot dftut to Jodcty and to moral* 
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i He who brought ao accufrriqft againft any otfe, aimdr. 
and failed to prove the crime, alleged, w?s fub-. 
jtfted to the, punifhment which that crimen * 

deferved^. : 

The author of any fcandalous libel was exn 
communicated} in thofe, tunes, one of the njoft- ■ 
awful punifhments which could be infilled **. 

.. -The authors of a confpiracy againft the ftate*' 
or community, Were put to death : their aiders* 
cfc abettors were obliged to la(h one another, ajicJ T 
$0 cut off $aeh. jthe other's uofe * V . . . » - : 

- Soothfayers, magicians, mathematicians, who r Dmnatioa. 
were confuked about the health or /ate of. the, 
prince, as well as they who confulted them, and 
t|ie authors gnd abettors of tumults and fediriqns, sedition, 
were all equally liable to • capital ppniffe meat, 
They were exueified, jor thrown %q ; wild beads *V 

' ' • ■ . .* . 

arT'heft was^unifbed, with death ^and fo was the Thtft - 
receipt of ftolen goods, if the receiver was him&lf 
difcovered, and would not difcover the thief, 
button the contrary concealed] Mm by perjury;* 1 . • . t 

Hwfer breaking and rpbbcry wajsfpvuufhed by Robbay. i 

\ fine, orily^hrecfold the, value of the damage - 1 

done, or- goodsj t*keri a.yay* befjdes <be cam- 1 

pofition paid to the lord paramount. If the i 

robber wa* unable to pay all this, be was fob* N 

. *j .'•>••' . . . ' 

19 Capitul. lib. vii. 28a. .** -Librviifa^.- 

41 Lib. Hi. 9. "Lib. vii. 285, 386. 

. M .Ltb. iy. 191—195. 

R 4 jeflted 
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jcfted to ftrvkudc H . This having been found 
too mild a penalty it was fome time after en-* 
a&ed, that the Jobber for the firft fault fhotild 
Jofe an eye, for the fecond his nofe, and' for 
the third his lift *'. Robbery was punifhed 
more mildly, as partaking of the nature of 
war, or not cafily -to bti diftihguifhtd (torn it. 

Plundering in war was diftinguifhed from rob* 
bery and houfe-breaking, though in many caTes 
it muft have been difficult to eftablifr the dif- 
tinftion. The principal, or leader, was obliged 1 
to rtftore fourfold what he had taken j and -each 
of his followers who aided him, was fined in five 
• folidi. If %bty could not pay the firfc, they re- 
ceived each one hundred and fifty lafhes *\ 

This crime alfo was afterwards punilhed with- 
.more feverity. If houfe-breaking and plun- 
dering were committed by. force of arms, and 
by a number of men, they were to fuffer death. 
The principal, or leader, was to be burnt 
alive %t . * 

Perjury. •' The penalty for perjury was the lofs of *; 

, hand, which, however, might be redeemed by 

a fine; andiinfmallermatterf, the perjurer and 

his accufcf; Were permitted v to decide on the 

crime chalrged, by the trial of the crofs *\ 

s *♦ Capitul. lib. i». 65. « Lib. v. 135. 

16 Lib. vi. 273. %1 Lib. vi. 208. and lib. vii.262. 

•* Lib.iii. iQ.andlib. v. 125* 

Inccft 
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Inceft was puniflied with a fine, or with ex- *»««* 
communication if the fine was not paid. Any 
pcrfon offering the excommunicated food or 
lodging, was fined in fixty folidi, and with im- 
prifonment till payment was made •*. 

An incendiary was firft obliged to replace as incwdb*. 
it . was ,thc houfe, and whatever was burnt by 
him i then he was fined fixty foJidi \ thirdly, he ' 
was required to pay fo much to each perfon 
whom he had endangered ; and laftty* he wstf 
fobjafted to ecclcfiaftlciil difcipline *V 

Violence offered tai another, though no pofit* Perftwa 
tive injury was done, was liable to be puniflied ***'** 
with death. The law, however, feems to fup* 
pofetkBtithe violence was offered to a perfon 
in hi* own houfe ?V * 



Contempt 
-* court. 



Any oppofition to juftice, or contempt of the c« 
femencc of a court, was fined fifteen (otidi, or. °* 
ttic offender received fifteen lathes *\ 

» -t ^ 

Culpable homicide was punilhed with banifh- H©mici<w. 
merit, ,bcfides the wargtld, or fine, paid to the 
nearcft.kin of the deceafed *\ 

» . * • 

Murder was puniflied: with death". The Monfer. 
fine for, facrilege was five, pouhds of gold *. 



ai Lib.v. 7. . *• Lib. v. 199. 

w Lib y'ulBg. ** Lib.iii. i 7 .3r. 

J * Libkiv. *o. . u Libt vi. 39. 
u Lib.vu 291. 

The 
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Bribery, : •- The perverfion of jufticc by a brfbf, onfoibe 
other particular favour or privilege, was punilhed 
with the ldfs of the hand. 



Thefe examples fliew r that Ihe .former laws 
were found deficient artd ineffedlual ; and they 
T - contain internal proofs, that thtfe alfo were ftill 
fkr from being perfeft. There is- Purely much' 
difference ' between* thefc, mere violence, .and 
murder )i yet all arc equailjr^uni (bed widv death* 
Nothings -indeed, is ri>ore' difficult, than tofiii* 
and proportion pupifbtnents to crimes f ahd great; 
imperfe&ion in this part of the political econo- 
•-" my qrfry tat found in the moil: enlightmdd and 
dvifia^di mrtions of ^veryagc. * v ?v?i 

-^•.; .r t ,,n ',: ,. ?/;.; -,; \ ' /*; •; 7' 

Defeas of : But: the chief dc&& in the- laws of this: period^ 
theft laws. | s their obfcuriry and feeblenefs. I* isoftra.itrrK 
poflibie to undcrftand their meaning at all. One 
claufc- at^trter times <ondocs anorhcr-, , ^ndvinAny 
' ■ of thetftj having nonpenalty annexed* roay:bei 
confidered as mere fcdmorriuons. jo** reoOauhenohc 
ations. But, in general, there is a progrefs to* 

.=■ :: wards Idprdvernertt^ :We'ice»profiejrwdiieriini* 

nations hriQng-fndm'e^pktrrmcey anct thcr extent 
fions of law and juftic^kecpaagupacc wiihJtoide* 
with the growing ideas of liberty which men 
• * eiatartainfcd/aiwl With tfocrir moqc enlarged vWws 
both of private right^apdv public relation; and in*: 
tercourfc. 

We. jnay obfttve, on the viholr, a greater 
conformity -to the* Salic than the Roman law. 
The reafon is, that as a choice was*llc*wedr and 

i as 
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as the Franks enjoyed fupcrior privileges to the 
Romans, more men chofe to be reckoned 
Pranks, and to be judged bv the Salic law, than 
by the Roman. In the fouth and weft of France, 
however, where the Vifigoths had fettled, and 
where there law gave no preference to themlelves 
above the Romans or Gaiils, the Gothic gave 
way to the Thcodofian code w . ; 



..v • <.. :•> SECT. III. ? 

The courts, civil ^nd ccclefiaftical, continued 
nearly the fame for many years after tbci 
death of Charlemagne. The count of the pa- STll^ 
bpe and^tfrp high chancellor prefided \ir the 
kiagV court ; the dukes, counts, and t#runs„ 
and their deputies, adminiftered juftifie jC»cJi 
xefpeftiycJy^to.the people of their own t$t*te 
tories, and had each (even fqabini, or rfcchinfc 
burghs, *s their aflcfibrs. Subordinate to the 
counts, &c. were the hundfeders, Vicarii, and 
decaai, who excrcifed a limited jurifdi&ion each 
within his own bounds *• 

% The royal commifiaries {mijji dominici) alfo Vn* »- 
continued to perambulate the kingdom \ to re- j b u djj£ r 



35 See Book I.e. 3. of this Hiftory ; and Montefquieu's 

>irit of Laws, book xzviii. c. 4, 5 

1 See Book I. c. 3. § 3. of this Hiftory. 



ccive 



tp HISTORY OF FRANCE. BookBU 

ceive and judge caufes appealed to them ; to 
take cognizance of tbe general (late of jurifdio 
tion over the country * to redrefs grievances, 
and prevent cither ncgleft of duty on the one 
band, of exceffive rigour and oppreflion on the 
other, as far as it was competent for them to 
do the mfc Ives $ and when their commiflion or 
power was deficient* .ttefc duty required them 
to report to the king. The fevcral ftations ot 
diftri&s, for each of which two commiflaries, a 
count and bilhop, were appointed, were Be fan- 
$on, Mayence, Treves, Cologne, Rheims, 
Sens, Rouen, Tours, and Lyons. Thcfe 
commiflaries were farther required to take care 
that the laws fhould be duly made known to the 
people; and that the kmg flioutd be made ac- 

Juainted with all cafes and circumftances which 
tetned to require the ena&ment of new* 
laws \ 

Thefe commiffbries totrt accuftbmed to hoftf 
their courts in an ambulatory (late y fometimes 
ki the church of one diftrift, fomerimeYof ano- 
therefor the conveniency ofthe people. But! 
the <rhurch was found untenable. The fieldf 
was nfclefs inco/mkvent. The kind of bufinefs 
franfa&ed in them teemed a profanation of th< 
place of divine werfhip*; and therefore, towards? 
the end of the ninth century, halls were ordained 
to be built in fituations which the count of each 
diftrift lhould judge moft fit 1 . As the power 
generally committed to thcfe judges was great, 
they were folcmnly warned to be cautious, both 

* Capitul. lib. iu 25— 28, , *Lib.jv.a8, :' 

with 
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.with refpeft to the caufcs offered to their cog- 
nitance* and to the judgments which they gave. 
They were to admit and judge no caufe without 
having both parties before them, the accufer 
and defender, and were always to give ample 
room for' exculpation. They were to judge 
no perfon without a formal accufation. They 
were to examine with peculiar ftri&ncfs the 
peculation , of a perfon who feemed prone 
to ftccufe i and were to confider the characr 
ter, and weigh well the evidence, of wit* 
Defies, in every caufe \ They were neither to 
convene the people, nor remain long in thofc 
places where they found juftice duly admini- 
stered by the ordinary judges* the counts, the 
bifhops, abbots, and their deputies and afleffbrs: 
but wherever they found juftice negle&ed, there 
they were commanded to remain, and to live 
altogether at the expence of the judge who had 
neglected or prohibited the administration of 
juftice among the people. All the people of 
the diftrift of any rank or intereft were required 
to attend this miflal court (miffbs dominfeos, or 
flacitus dominicum) y to anfwer any queftions 
whfch might be put refpe£ting the ftate of the 
country, and to be a check upon thofe who 
gave information ; that there might be no 
mifrcprefentation, and that the real ftate of 
the country might be fully known, and faith- 
fully reported \ The diltrid in which they 
held their court was to furnifh them with 
provifion daily* viz. forty loaves of bread* 

4 Capital, lib. vi. 149. 238—247. 
* lib. it. 66,67. 7 1- 

4 three 
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three lambs, three modii of liquor, a young pig, 
three fowls, fifteen eggs, and four modii of corii 
for the horfes of the bifhop j thirty loaves, two 
lambs or calves (frifcinga), two modii of li- 
quor, one pig, three fowls, fifteen eggs, > and 
three modii of corn, for a count, abbot, or 
other royal commiffary 6f ' that rank ; but to 
thofe of an inferior rank (yaffallos noftros)^ (e- 
ventecn loaves, one lamb, one pig, one modios 
of liquor, two fowls, ten eggs, and two modii of 
corn V They were authorifed to difmHs unjuft 
and unfit avoues, hundreders, and other depu- 
* x ties, and to caufe others duly qualified to be 

•appointed in their room ; but it the-count, al*- 
bot, or bifhop, were Negligent or unfaithful, they 

: were only to report fo to the king 7 . They 
were to fearch into caufes patiently, to judge 
with deliberation, and never to delay any caufe 
unneccflfcrily. If they perverted juftice, thtough 

.bribery, prejudice, or paffion, and were con- 
victed, they werepunifhed with imprifonment *. 
They wefe to hold their courts four times a 
year, viz. in January, April, July, and Odto- 
berj and four 'times in four different places 
within the diftrift afiigned them, during ea?h bf 
thefe months \ : 
i • 

Hondreder. The hundreder's court was competent to 

•judge of any caufe, excepting fuch as related to 
(laves and landed property, which could be 
judged of by the count only of the diftridt *°. 

6 Lib, iv. 73- f Lib. iii. n. 

• Lib. iii. 53. lib* V*: 246— 27^. lib-vii. 176? 

• Lib. iii. 83. IO Lib. iv..a$. 

Noify 
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Nbtfy and obftinatc « pleaders, agents, or ' ad- Apt*. * 
vocates, who would not acquiefce in the judg- 
ment :bf *court, nor conform to the cuftomary 
rules a£ procedure, * were not to bc« imprifoncd, 
but committed- to fafc cuftody, in order to be 
carried for judgment before? the king; If they 
were found guilty of avarice or fraud, they were 
to be excluded from the fociety of honeft men, 
and from all intercourfc with the ordinary judges* 
In a word, they were disqualified from a&ing 
any longer in that capacity ". - 

Seven days were allowed to elapfe betwixt witnd** 
the fummons and attendance of a witnefs. Non- 
attendance was fined fifteen folidi ; and the fum- 
mons was repeated for other feven days, the 
negleft of which was fined other fifteen folidi 5 
and fo a third time : but the fourth rime, forty- 
two days were allowed} and if then the fum- 
mons was ftill ncgUfdted, the pcrfon's property 
was arretted, and after a year difpofed of at the 
judgment of the king l \ 

Witneifcs were required to be, not under 
fourteen, years of age, no way concerned in the 
caufe, and not near relations 3 of good chaf after, 
always the moft refpeftable of the diftfift. 
They were difqualified, if the oppofite party 
could _ fubftantiate any thing immoral againft 
them. They could not be examined if intoxi- 
cated- Their evidence was indeed required to 
be tafeeir always in the l morning before they 

^ Capital: lib. iu. 7, 59. lib. vii*"j:i4." 
•* tmli: iil« 45^ lib. iv. 35. 

broke 
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broke their fell. A talfe or perjured witnels 
loft his hand, and was forever difqualified from 
bearing witnefs u . If wttnefles difagreed in their 
teftimony, two of them on each fide were ap- 
pointed to fight with cudgels* and the conquered 
not only loft their caufe, but were fined '\ 

Witnefles could not give evidence out of 
court, nor by cpiftle, nor from hcarfay. Freed* 
men were inadmiflible as evidence till after the 
third generation "•• . 

oArr Writings duly dated/ and attefted by the fub- 

proo6 * , fcription or fignaturc of their author, were ad* 
mitted as proof 1 *. 

Various attempts were made* and efpecially 
by the influence of the church, to abolifh the ab- 
furd modes of appeal which have been defcribed 
in the preceding Book ; viz. the proofs by duel, 
the crofs, &c. * 7 ' A go bard, archbifhop of Lyons, 
wrote againft them. The aflembly of Attigny, 
A. D. 822, prohibited the trial of the crofs as a 
profanation. The trial by cold water was pro- 
hibited by the council of Worms, A. D.829. 
The council of Valence, A. D. 855, ordained 
that the proof by duel, though authorifed by 
cuftom, fhould be no longer tolerated; that the 
yidor who killed his antagonift (hpuld be fob* 
jtftcd to the law againft homicide ; and that the 

13 Lib. Hi. 10. 32. 38. 41. ja. 78. Kb, v. rsQR 137* 161. 
lib. vi. 271. 

*♦ Lib. iv. 23. »* Lib. vi. 145. 157* 

*• Lib. vi. 146. ** Book 1. c iii. t a* . 

deceafed 
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deceafcd fhould be 'deprived of burial, and of the 
prayers of the church. 

AH thefe prohibitions, however, were inef- * 
fc&ual ; and cuftom, confirmed indeed by new 
ftarutcs, continued to prevail againft ecclcfiafti- 
cal canons § \ 

In an unfcttled ftate of government, we can 
neither expcdt good laws to be ena&ed, nor to 
be regularly adminiftercd. From the death of 
Charlemagne till the accefilon of the Capetian 
race, few periods, and thefe of fhdrt duration* 
can be pointed out, which were not difturbed 
by the Normans, or convulfed by civil and pri- 
vate wars. It was generally in the power of the 
fuptrior ranks, in - thefe circumftanccs, to op- 
prcfe their inferiors j and all ranks, in fuch 
times, have it too much in their power, by 
viplence, to evade law and juftice. The royal 
commiflaries long proved an admirable check 
on county courts ; but in proportion as the 
power declined whence they derived their au- 
thority, their influence and utility of courfe 
muft have decayed. When' the king himfelf Obftaci* 
was difregarded, they might reasonably lay their * * uftic ** 
account with negled. In faft, their % entrance 
into fome counties was oppofed by fuch barons 
as were adverfe to the king, and ambitious of 
fhewing their independence on him* The 
people were prevented from attending thdr 
courts. As foon as the counts were fully in 
.pofleffion of their counties, as fiefs or feudal 

18 Capital, lib* iii. 46,47* lib. iv. 13. 29* 

vol, II. s lordfliips, 
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lordftiips, tbey claimed an independent civil juriC- 
di&ion, as well as a right of military govern- 
ment. The quarterly vifitations of the royal 
commiffioners, therefore, were no longer ad- 
miffible : in fome places, confequently, they 
were violently abolifhed; in others, they gra- 
dually fell into difufe. In a word, the rife and 
progrefs of the feudal fyftcm produced a general 
change on fome of the principles, and on the 
' general admini ft ration, of law. 

Feudal The fyftetn itfclf we have already defcribed : 

**"* the laws arifing out of it will fall to be ftated at 
a fublequent period, when they were more 
diftin&ly framed, more clearly undcrftood* and 
univcrfally received. In the mean time, the 
laws in being, whether the Capitularies, many of 
which were on the decline, or the new laws as they 
arofe from incidents and precedents, were ad- 
miniftered in the courts of the fevtral lordfliips : 
in (he king's, both as lord paramount of the 
kingdom, and as lord of his own barony ; in the 
duke's or count's, as lord of the province, or 
county, held as a fief by him j in the baron's, 
fubordinate to the duke or count ; and in thofc 
of the inferior barons. The vafials of each, as 
his fervants or children, naturally reforted to 
him for juftice and prote&ion againft one ano- 
ther, and againft the encroachments and injuries 
to which they were occafionally expofed from 
the neighbouring baronies, counties, or king- 
doms* 

Sfc? - . Thc clcr 8y cla imed a two-fold jurifdiftion i 
count. viz. that which properly belonged to them on 

religious 
r« 
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religious and moral fobje <5b in their ecclefiaftical 
courts, which they fucceeded in extending to 
fubjeds of almoft every kind, and for which pur- 
pose they framed their code of Canon law j and 
that which, on converting their church-lands into - 
fiefs, they held in common with lay barons * 9 . 
As they coromiflioned generally their avoues, of 
vtdames, or feme fuperior vafTal, to levy and 
head the troops of their barony, when fummoncd 
by their lord paramount ; fo they deputed fome 
of theft, unlefs they chofe to do it themfelves; to 
prefide in the court of their temporal lordfhip* 
Tbefc diftindtions are frequent in the Capitu- 
laries of Charlemagne, and of both his prede* 
ceflbrs and fucceffors a9 . 

On the whole, it appears, that benefices origin* 
ated in the anricnt military cuftom among the 
Franks, and other barbarous tribes, of dividing ' 
the plunder and conquered lands, among the 
ibldiers, as the motive and reward of their fcr- 
vice : that benefices began to be rendered here- 
ditary under the Merovingian kings : that fiefs 
and feudal relations were cftablifhcd and under- 
ftood by Charlemagne and his fucceffors ; and by 
the end of the Carlovingian race, the conftitution 
of the French kingdom was altogcthcrYeudal. By 
this conftitution, every baron, as well as the king, 

, ■• Capitol, lib.*. 187. 

*• Capitul. Concil. Paris, Af D. 615. , Concfl. apud 
Salz, A. D. 80a. Capitulare Interrogationis, A. D. 809. 
" Qua caufse eipciunt utunus epifcoporum, abbatum, et 
" comitum noftrum altcri adjutorium praeftare nolit, five 
u in marcha, five in excrciiu,^ &c. ConciU Carifiac. 
A.D. 857. 

s a claimed 
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claimed the right, within his own barony* of levy- 
, ing troops,and of employing them either in nation- 
al or private war ; of exercifing jurifdiftion over 
his own vaflals, even to life and death, without 
control or appeal ; of levying imports or taxes 
for his own ufe and ftate ; of coining money s 
and of making laws. Attempts were made, with- 
out efie£t> during the reign of the Carlo vingians, 
to prevent the growth of each of thefc into 
cftablifhed cuftom *'. They have ferved one 
, important end ; thcY (hew the time when the 
power of the feudal ariftocfacy was nearly efta- 
blifhed, the ftruggles of a feeble adminiftration 
to oppofe its progrefs, and the gradual manner 
in which the conftitution of France was changed, 
from an abfolute monarchy to a feudal govern* 
menx. 

** See, particularly, the Capitularies coll*cled by Anfc- 
gife, edit. Paris, 1640, to which I have all along refer- 
red, lib. ii. 15. 1 8. lib. (ii. 8. 9. lib. iv. 66. 70. 
lib. v. 131. lib. vii. 7. and the Treaty of the three 
royal Brothers at Marfna, A. D* 847. 
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SECT. IV, 
Of the Public Revenue. 



Fredumtt4 
cuius. 



Be sides the king's own domain, which was en- 
tirely at his own difpofal, for the ufe of his family, 
and of his heirs after his deceafe, the fredum and 
cenfus, as formerly defcribed ■, continued to form a 
part of the Public Revenue. From a Capitulary of 
Lewis the Mild, it appears that the fife, about The Fife, 
which fome writers have fpoken doubtfully, is the 
fame with the royal domain. ** If flaves, belong* 
** ing either to the church or to allodial pro- 
prietors, (hall imkc their efcapeintoour fife j on 
" being claimed by their owners or their deputies, 
€< our fifcal, confidering that they do not juftly be- 
t€ long to our domain, (hall expel them, and reftore 
€€ them to their own matters : and even though 
ff they fhould belong to our fife, let them firtl be 
€€ expelled from it, and then the fifcal (hall inftitutc 
<e a legal procefs for their recovery \" 

The tax which the Capitulary of Charlemagne Ton*.- 
calls ancient and reafonable, continued to be 
levied on merchants : at bridges, when their 
goods went by land-carriage j in the port, when 
they went by water i or in the market, where they 
were to be fold. 

The fame Capitulary obferves, that new and 
unjuft tolls, or taxes, were demanded by perfons, 

' Book I. ch. Hi. § 4. • Capital, lib. iv, 3. 

83 who 
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who ftretched a rope acrofs the highway, and 
who made no difference betwixt carriages pafling 
along a bridge, and boats failing under it. Ic 
alludes to a pra&ice then common : every 
baron, as a petty king in his own domain, 
aimed in fome things, as in this cafe, moft ab- 
furdly at royalty. Stretching a rope overthc 

• highway, where it entered their territory, they 
levied a tax from travellers, who were unable to 

• refill them : and though a bridge was rather an 
obftaclc than an accommodation to veflels on a 
river, yet the bridge was abfurdly made the pre- 
text for demanding a tribute. Nay, they fome- 
times obliged perfons to go farther than they in- 
tended, and to crofs a river or a boundary, in 
order to have a pretence for taking their money. 
The repeated prohibitions of this abfurd pradicc 
yhder the fucceeding reigns, (hews the weaknefs 
of government, and the caprice and increafing 
power of the nobles *. 

Heribii. The heriban was levied as a fine for abfence 

from the army, and formed no inconfiderable 
pare of the revenue. It was not unufual to 
order the army to march to fome diftant region, 
without any ferious intention a&ually to go 
thither, but merely to have occafion to grant 
as many leaves of abfence, as would amount 
to a fum which the necefiities of the king re- 
quired. 

The full ban, according to the law of the 

Jpranks, was fixty folidi \ but that fum, in many 

cafes, having been found oppreflfive, it was mo- 

"*, Capitul, lib, Hi. \z u 54. lib. vr. 31. 47* " 
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dified according to a man's rank or ability. If 
he was worth fix pounds of gold or Giver, or 
equal to that value in cattle or other property, 
and neglelted the royal ban or fummons to the 
^field, he paid three pounds of that value : if he 
had no more than three pounds, then he paid 
thirty folidi ; that is, a pound and a half: if 
only two pounds,- he paid ten folidi : if only one 
pound, he paid five folidi. Some exceptions 
were admitted ; cs when the perfon was engaged 
otherwife in the king's fcrvice. The money was 
colle&ed by the royal commifiaries, and a third 
of it was paid to the courft of the diftrift \ This 
tax was levied not on flaves, nor landed pro- 
perty, but on moveable goods only '• 

All church-property was free from taxation, 
till towards the end of the Carlovingian race, 
when the invafions of the Normans and Safaccns^ * 
and the nccefficies in general of the ftate, made 
the clergy contribute cheerfully to defend the 
very exiftencc of religion 6 . 

* Capitul. lib. iii. f 4. 68. lib. vi.96. ' 

s ci Ipfe vero heribannus non cxadetur, ncqne in terris, 
*' neque in m incipiis, fed in aureo ec argento, palJis atquc 
" arm is, ci animalious atque pecudibus, five talibus fpe- 
" ctebus quae ad mifitatefti pertinent." Capitul. lib. iii. 68* 

• Lib. vi. 107* 1 10. 
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SECT. V. 
Of Military and Nqval Affairs. 



Part I. Of Military Affairs. 

hthe arms formerly*defcribed, which were em- 
A ployed in the armies of the Merovingian 
Armour, kings, continued ftill in ufe. But to the dagger, 
the, ax, the (hicld, and fpcar, were added a large 
fword and a bread-plate j and gradually a helmet/ 
a cuirafs, and complete coat of mail. Thefc, 
borrowed in part from the Greeks and Romans, 
were firft worn by the officers and nobles of the 
French armies ; but, after fome ti-me, every man 
wher enjoyed twelve manors, or 144 acres of 
land, was required 4 to provide (bruneam or. lo~ 
rkatn) a coat of mail, and other fuitablc armour : 
if any one, on being fummoned, negle&ed to 
bring his cuirafs or coat of rtiail, he was deprived 
of his benefice, and of the privileges of arms \ 

M«d« of The troops continued to be levied after the 

J ev J # manner which Charlemagne had eftablifhed \ 

■ Capitul. lib. iii. 4, 5, 6. 23. 75. 89. 

The cuirafs was the defensive armour of the body and 
thighs. A full coat of mail included the helmet, bread- 
plate, and greatest ' 

that 
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that is, every freeman of a certain property, on 
being duly fumrooned, was bound to attend in 
full armour wherever he was required, till it was 
fuperfeded by the progrefs and eftablilhment of 
the feudal fyftem. Then the king, as lord para- 
mount or fovercign, ifiued his fummons to his . 
own vaffals, and to allodial proprietors; his vat 
fals fummoncd their vaflals ; . and thefe again 
fummoned theirs, over that extent of country, 
and to that number of men, which was deemed 
requifite. The king's fummons was called his 
ban, and the fubordinate fummonfes were 
called the arrierc ban. This latter phrafe came 
afterwards to fignify the whole army. 

Every freeman, who on being du f um- 
moncd failed to attend, was fined 60 folidt, and 
fubje&ed to fcrvicude till payment. The Servi- 
tude was perfonal, and did not affed the heirs. 
This, however, being found too fevere a penalty, 
was, modified, as has been mentioned in the pre* 
•ceding Settion \ 

Mortifications wtre often more effectual than 
temporal penalties. It was enafted, that the 
ncgleft of fummons to the army, fhould be 
punifhed with abftinence from flefti and wine, 
day for day, according to the number of days 
abfence. 

The clergy were generally excufed, and in- 
deed, by fome canons and capitularies, prohibited 

* CapUult lib. in. ,67. 

from 
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from perform! attendance; but they were re- 
quired to fend their vaflals, under the command 
of their vidame, or fome other deputy $ . Many 
6f them, however, were obliged as vaflals to at- 
tend themfelves, and fome preferred this. 

Every foldier, befides clothes and arms, car- 
ried three months provision with him 4 . 

Pifcipiint. Intemperance in the army was punifhed with 
fading, whether the perfon was drunk. himfelf,.or 
tempted his neighbour to drink. 

Undue leave of abfence granted to a foldier 
by any of the king's vaflals, was punifhed with 
the lofs both of honour and property. Defer* 
don was punifhed with death '. 

Diforderly plundering was puniftied with feven^ 
fold rcftitution, or fixty folidi, and reftitution by 
the leader •, and with five folidi by each of his 
followers, or one hundred and fifty lalhes 6 . 

Every baron, or leader, was made anfwerabk 
for his own vaflals, or men, during their march/ 
If pofitively negligent or difobedient, he forfeit- 
ed his honour and privileges 7 . 



Xiiri of 

troopt. 



Infantry ftill formed the great body of the 
army: but cavalry were becoming more fre- 
jnfamry. querit. Their manner of fighting is thus de» 

* Capitul. lib. Hi. 67. lib. vi. 285, 286. 

4 Lib. Hi. 74. lib. vii. 9» t 

' Lib. iii. 70, 71, 72, * Lib. v. 189. & vi. 373. . 

1 Libt ii. 15* 

fcribed 
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fcrihcd bv the Author of the Annajs of Metz, 
A. D. 860. ' 

Salomon, duke of Britanjw, caking advantage of Cmiry. 
thediforders which the private wars, fo frequent 
in thofc times, occafioned in the country betwixt 
the Seine and the Loire, and thinking the king, 
Charles the Bald, occupied with the means of fup. 
prefling them, and of puniftiing their authors, 
invaded that country with fire and fword, and 
carried off an immenfc quantity of plunder, 
Charles confidcred him as an ufurpcr, fcarcely yet 
eftablifhcd in his fovcreignty. He was jealous of 
his ambition, which claimed the title, as well as 
the power, of king; and he beheld with indigna- 
tion the devaftation that he fprcad* over that fine 
country which he had invaded. To punifh, and 
in hopes to fubduc him, Charles led his army into 
Britanny : nor was Salomon unprepared, nor 
backward to oppofc him. The two armies met : 
that of Charles confided of a large body of 
infantry, and fome Saxon cavalry, which he had 
hired for a time from his brother Lewis king of 
Germany. 

He drew up thefe cavalry in aline, In front of 
the army, and with a view to oppofe and break 
the firft rude attack -of t\it Breton cavalry, who 
were alfo but recently introduced into that 
'country. The latter were armed with light 
fpears, which they threw to a great diftance, 
'JThey advanced in fmall parties, darted their 
fpears, wheeled, and retired with fpeed, (till 
darting expertly their miflile weapons behind 
them. They were more thai) a match for the 

Saxon 
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Saxon cavalry, who could not throw their more 
heavy (pears fo far, and therefore fuffercd much 
without being able to inflrl a wound on the 
enemy. Their long and heavy fwords were of no 
ufe at fuch a diftance : they were forced to re- 
tire behind the Infantry, who opened their ranks 
to them. The engagement then became gene- 
ifel, and was not terminated but by the darknefs 
of the night. It was renewed with the morning 
light, and was continued inceflantly the whole 
day. The following night the French army, 
much reduced in numbers, and dreading the con- 
Sequences of a third battle, abandoned their 
camp and baggage, and fought their fafety in 
darknefs and flight \ 

Sag!* The manner of cqndu&ing fieges, and the 

inftruments of war for that purpofe, have been 
% already defcribed in the hiftory of the fiege of 
Paris by the Normans k 

• Annal. Metenf. A. D. 860. 
t Bookll. ch.L 
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Part II. Of Naval Jfairs. 

Both Franks and Gauls originally wete expert 
and fkilful mariners. The extenfive fea-coaft Wtntdf 
of France, and the large rivers which interfeft it ■» wl * l *« 
in every direfiion, were calculated, as in fitnilar 
fituations, to give an early and general difpofition 
ro the inhabitants to cultivate the arts 6f (hip* 
building and of navigation. The trade which 
they enjoyed with the neighbouring maritime 
nations, and which they carried on fven'along 
their own coafts and rivers, was fufficient to have 
cherifhed a naval genius, to have inured thetn 
to hardihips, and to have rendered them intre- 
pid in danger. Their own piratical expeditions, 
the naval wars in which they fometimes engaged, 
and the defenfive wars which they were, in latter 
times efpccially, obliged to maintain againft the 
northern nations, the Danes and Normans, by 
the beginning of the ninth century, and under 
fuch a monarch as Charlemagne, muft have 
animated them with the fpirit, and furnifhed 
them with the experience, of a great maritime 
power. 

Charlcmagrte was not negligent of the ma- 
rine department of his vaft empire. He had three 
large fleets, befides feveral fmaller fquadrons, 
judicioufly ftationed on the German and Medi- * 

terraneanjeas ; and while he lived, he was able to 
repel and overawe both the Saracens and Nor- 
l mans. The latter, however, were no more than 

awed : 
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awed : they were not prevented nqr discouraged 
from renewing their predatory vifits on the 
French coaft, nor from cautioufly entering the 
mouths of forpe of the principal rivers. The 
frequency of their incurfions, and their increafing 
boldnefs, towards the end of his reign, affe&ed 
his fpirits: he forefaw their future focceffes, s 
and the probable refuk of them, when the im- 
perial fceptre was to be (wayed by a more feeble 
arm. The navy which %c formed, the naval 
fyftexn which he cftablilhed, "and the general 
ipirit which, he diffufed over it, contributed for 
fome time to check the Norman depredations ; 
but as that Ipirit vanifhed, thefe awful calamities 
increafed. The office of maritime counts con- 
tinued, who had x the dirc&iori and command, 
each of a certain extent of the fea-coaft, ahd of 
the Rctts and arfenals. We meet with frequent 
laws refpe&ing them, and orders' add reffed to 
them; but the confequences (hew, that a feeble 
mainfpring muft relax the whole machine, and 
render its movements defultory and inefficient. 
Wo mca- From the reign of Lewisthe fon of Charlemagne, ' 
fltctif $fl we approach the period of jhc crufadefr, we 
fcarcely meet with phe word (hip, or fleet, in ail 
th$ French Jiiftory* It is probable that the greater 
part of them were burnt, or deftroyed, by the 
enemyt and that energy was wanting in the 
government of the Carlovingian kings, either to 
furnifh anew their arfenals, or to fit out fleets 
worthy of lb great a kingdom, or adequate: to 
the numbers and daring courage of fucli ah 
enemy. Inftead of fuitable exertions, indeed, 
to meet them in the open fea, they waited his 
entrance into their rivers, and his advances into 
' the 
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the very heart of the kingdom. A few (hips, and 
many fmall crafc, they mud have had, to . 
anfwer particular emergencies, as in the fiege of 
Paris j but they were unworthy furely of the 
name of a fleet, or navy, which they never op- 
pofed to the enemy boldly on the ocean *\ 

■• « jy c Nortmannia vero tredecim piratic* naves egref- 
iC fe, primo in Flandrenfi littore predari molientes, ab 
" iis qui in praefidio erant repulfas funt ; ubi tamen ab eis 
'* propter incuriam aliquot c«f« riles incenfas, et par* 
"vus numerus pecoris eft abacus. In oftio Sequanc 
€€ fimiliatentantes, refiftentibus fibi Httoris cuftodibus quin* 
<c que fuorum interfedtfs irrit* difcefferunt ; tandem in 
" Aquitanico littore profperis ufas fucceflls, vico quodam 
** qui vocant Bundium, ad integrum depopulate cum in* 
" genti praeda, ad propria reverse funt." 

Egikhmti J*n*l4s,J. D. 8ao« 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Hiftory of Literature, in France, froth 
the Death of Charlemagne, A. D. 814, to 
the Acceffion of Hugh Capet, A. D. 987. 



SECT. I. 

Of Literature. 

'"THE exertions of Charlemagne in behalf of 

learning, the fchoois whicH he inftituted x 
over the empire, and the encouragement which 
he vouchlafed to learned men f not only -checked 
its decline, but fowed the feeds which, by a 
flow and almoft imperceptible growth, through 
a long and unfavourable fcafon, came at laft to 
maturity. His (cm (hewed the beft difppfition 
to maintain and promote the inftitgtions of his 
father. The Capitularies of the affemblies schcou* 
which he held, frequently recommended and en- 
joined due attention to cathedral, and fomething ■' 
like parochial, fchoois \ The things taught in 
moft of them, indeed, were frivolous ; but in a 
. few of them, according to the qualifications and 
^ views of the bifhop and teacher, they were 
more folid and ufefui. Church-mufic and re- ' 

1 Capital, lib. ii. 5. 

vol. 11. ■ t citation 
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citation were tKc favourite and moft general fub* 
jedts of atttntion in them. Schools were at- 
tached alfo to the monafteries, for the purpofe 
both of teaching the youth belonging to them, 
and other feholars unconnected with them. In- 
conveniencies having arifen from the promis- 
cuous meeting o£ tbefe two different claffes in 
the fame fchool, the council of Aix-la-Chapelle> 
A. D. 817, prohibited extra feholars. This 
occasioned them ' to be fcparated, and to be 
taught in different rooms, fo that they might 
have no intercourfe. The fame matters, how- 
ever, prefided in both, and generally taught 
them the fame things. Some of the matters 
were the moft able and learned men of the 
timjes, as Alcuin, Raban, Maur, Lupus, Can- 
didus, Milon, &c. ; and their diligence and fud- 
cefs appeared in the comparative eminence of 
their feholars in the fucceeding ages *. 

Some of thefe inftitutions were deftined for 
children fo young as feven years. They were 
taught by curates. They began them with 
learning the pfalter, probably to repeat rather 
than to read it : though many learned undoubt* 
edly to read alfo ; otherwife they could not have 
been prepared for the higher branches of edu- 
, . cation, and for becoming, as they did, teachefcs 
and authors themfelves. Some of the dignitaries 
of the church, as Dado bilhop of Verdun, and 
Everache bifhop of Liege, difdained not to 
1 . fpend a confidcrable part of their time in-over- 
feeing theie fchools, and in teaching the chil- 

* Hift. Liter. fclaFraace, torn. vi. p. 29. 
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ijren to understand the fubjc£s which, tbey re- 
flated and read *. 

Superior to theft elementary fchools, were Andemiess 
the academies annexed to monafteries and 
Cathedral churches, for the young clergy; 
and three academies were inftituted in the . 
kingdom, befides the academy of the pa- 
lace, whicH wa$ ambulatory, for the nobility; 
The nobility were generally negligent of educa- 
tion ; yit there were in every age fomc excep- 
tions; as many of them both exemplified the 
dignity and excellence of learning, and dared to 
teprove the ncgleflk of it. King Lewis the 
Tranfttfarinc having pointed his finger in deri- 
lion againft Foulque, the good count of Anjou, 
l*ho was one of the mod learned men of the 
age, the latter perceived it \ and, knowing the 
caufe of it to be a contempt of learning, wrote 
fhe king a rude but ftvere reproof: " Know, 
i% Sire; that an unlettered king is a crowned afs V 

Thefe various fchools and academies were wdien- 
generally well endowed ; and though fomc of dowed- 
the teachers of thofe whofe funds were declining, 
. or originally poor, accepted fees, yet it was 
thought illiberal and unfavourable to learning. 
They were called mercenary, and faid to fet a 
price on their leffons. The more they became 
{^fubjedt of attention, the richer were their en- 
dowments; but being generally annexed to a 
church or monaftery, and the funds of molt of 

* Hift. Littr. de la France, torn. vi. p. 29. 
*lbick p. *i. 

t a - them 
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"them being undiftinguilhed and confounded to- 
gether, differed or profpered With thefc greater 
inftitutions, on which they, feemed entirely to 
depend. 

Befides the elementary parts of education, as 
reading, &c. writing, arithmetic ; the fine arts, 
as mufic and . poetry ; $nd the liberal arts or 
Tciences, as grammar, rhetoric, &c. $ were taught 
in them. 

Writing. ^he art of writing was carried to great per- 

. fevtion. It was .the only means, before the in- 
vention of printing, for either making or mul- 
tiplying books. It was one of the great occu- 
pations of the monks, to which we are indebted 
for the prefervation of many of the works of the 
ancients, to write copies of them for their own 
ufe, for the ufe of the monaftery^ or for fale. 
■They ftudied writing, not only as an ufcful, but 
as an ornamental art : they adorned their facred 
jboolcs, efpecially, with peculiar beauty: they 
wrote them, as we fee in the examples which yet 
remain, with iok of different colours, gold, azure, 
purple, &c. : they were i.ncerfperfed with mi- 
niatures : they were covered with filver, ivory, 
and precious ftones 5 . 

Arithmetic. Arithmetic' was very imperfc&ly taught 
Some knowledge was heceffary to calculate the 
feftivals of the church; but it was eafily ac- 
quired by the clergy. It was more neceffaryj 



9 Hift. Liter* de la France, ton*, iv^ p. 282. 
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and to a greater extent, for the purpofes of 
aftronomy, which, however, very few at- 
tempted. 

Gefbert, monk of Aurillac, archbifhop of Gerbcrt. 
Rheims, and afterwards pope Sylvefter II., a 
man of great refearch, was by far the mod pro- 
found geometrician of rhefe times. He taught 
land-meafure, the meafure of heights ?nd dif- 
t&ncesj and gaiigin 6 . 

He, had not only read the writings of the an- 
cients on geometry and aftronomy, but he 
had obtained confiderable information from the 
Arabs. He defcribes the fphere as round, and its 
circumference as divided into fixty equal parts ; 
which again he fubdivides into twelve* He di- 
vides it again, in the contrary direftion, into 
five zones. To find the polar ftar, he propofes . 
to fix feven tubes in a hemifphere, fo that it (hall , 
be feen through each by (imply turning it round. 
If you ftill doubt, point one of them to it im- 
niQveably $ and if the ftar (hall be feen through 
the tube fo fixed the whole night, it is cer- 
tainly the polar ftar. The poGtion of each of 
the tubes will mark the circles of the feveral 
zones 7 . 

He not only calculated, but mechanically re- 
prefentcd, the motions of the heavenly bodies. 
Such a philofopher in thofe times was reckoned 
a magician, and was fomctimes confulted by the 

6 Hift. Liter, de la France, torn, vi. p. 582. 

* Mabillou, Vetera Anaie&a, p. 102, edit. Parif. 1723. 
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ignorant and fuperftitiogs about future events, 
and other myfteries : but he was alfo expofed 
fomc times to danger, when the peopfc hap- 
pened to be animated by a fpirit of intolerance 
and zeal againft thofq whom they filfpefted to be 
familiar yriththe devil. 

This idea was foftered by Tome men, who pre- 
tended to learning, and the knowledge of agro- 
nomy, but indulged chiefly in the ftudy of aftrd- 
logy,, the favourite purfuit atpong all ranks in 
a dark age. General conjectures, founded or} 
the places, the motions, and appearances of the? 
heavenly bodies, efceited wonders, and impofed 
on credulity ; bqt accurate calculation, and pre- 
cife demonftration of any remarkable phenome- 
non, as an eclipfe, feemed to the unlearned be- 
yond all human (kill, and the fuggeftiqn of a fij- 
pernatural maleyqlent being. 

Chrtnoio. Chronology was regarded with fq* little accu«> 
**' racy, that it is difficult often to difcoyer froth 

what period they reckoned their year. The 
Franks following the Germans, the Gauls in 
imitation of the Romans, and the Church in 
imitation of the ancient Hebrews, began the 
year in March ; but the Romans alfo began 
their year in January ; and the Church, and the 
French in general, feem to have adopted that 
period for the commencement of the yfcar, when 
they affumed the aera of our Lord'i birth. 
From this aera even' Gregory of Tours, in the 
fixth century, fometimes reckons ; and it be* 
^ came general to do fo in the ninth and.teiith . 
centuries. The; indi&ion, which was a cycle of 

' fifteen 
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fifteen years, was another period for reckoning 
time, (fiuch ufed by the French teachers and au- 
thors. It was counted in France from the aid 
day of September A* D- 3°7 > though in other 
countries there were other seras of its commence- 
ment. Such varieties then required morejtt- 
tention than was generally given to chronology, 
and frequently now occasions much embarraff- 
meht in fettling the dates of fails and writings 
in thofe times \ 

Geography was neither ftudied with attention Geography, 
in the fchools, nor by authors. It appears from 
the writings of the ancients which have come 
down to us, and from the ufe which a few 
writers made of them, that they were not defti- 
ttite of the means, but they generally wanted 
the curiofity and a&ivity requifite to the accurate 
knowledge of this fubjeft. Few travelled be- 
yond their native parilh or province; and fewet 
ftjjl, who might venture into foreign countries, 
were capable of obfervation, and of recording 
thofe things which they did remark. We lhall 
find geography, however, in a future period, 
reviving with the crufades, which, though imme- 
diately foblifli and deftruftive, were undoubtedly * 
the means of the civilifation and general im- 
provement of Europe. 

Hiftorical writing was in its rudeft ftate. Of Hiftwy. 
paft times little more was recorded than names 
and dates. Authors who wrote the lives of the 

4'Mabillon dc Re Diplom. lib. ii.e. 23. Du Cangfe, . 
f oc. Indi#ioa. 
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reigning princes, or the annals of their own 
times, were neither ftudious of arrangement, in- 
duftrious in collecting fuitable materials, nor ca- 
pable of that difcernmenc which is neceflary to 
leleft thofe fubjedb which ate moft important 
and interefting. Their writings feetn notes for 
the ufc of the authors themfelves, rather than 
hiftory, or even memoirs, for the inftru&ion of 
future generations. They often include in a 
fingle line the tranfa&ions of a whole year. 
They become more full and particular, indeed, 
as they defcend towards the time in which they 
wrote* 

Annals. The Annals of the Abbey of St* Bertin, fo 

named becaufe the manufcript was difcovcred 
there, feem to have been the work of different 
authors, as Prudentius bifliop of Troyes, &c. 
They commence with the year 741, and end 
with the year 86 i. They are reckoned the 
mod impartial and faithful record of the 
timest . 

The Annals of Fulda, written by a monk of 
that abbey, are peculiarly fevere againft Charles 
the Bald i but may, in other refpefts, be gene- 
rally depended on. . They are continued from 
A. D. 714. to A. D. 900. Some writers fuppofe 
- them to have been written by Walafrid Strabo. * 

The Annals of Metz, written by a monk of 
that city, begin with the French monarchy, and 
contain little more than a copy of preceding an- 
nals till the year 687. From that period down- 
, wards he (till copies from others, but with fome 

variety 
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variety and judgment in the arranjjement of ma» 
tcrials, till the beginning of the tenth century. 

Other works, not anonymous,* of any emi- 
nence in thofe times, will fall more properly to 
be noticed in the next Sie&ion, when we treat . 
of their authors under their refpe&ive names. 

Various caufes contributed to counteradl the c«fe*sd. 
plans and inftitutions of Charlemagne for pro- learning. 
inoting learning. 

I. The diforders of the ftate were unfavour~ Political 
*ble. ***** 

The weaknefs of Lewis rendered it eafy and 
lafe to difturb his government.- His fons and 
his fubje&s alternately dethroned and reftored 
him almoft with impunity. The fame ambition 
which animated them againft their father, armed 
them againft one another; and, in the obftinate 
profecution of their refpe&ive plans of aggran- 
difemenr, they deluged the plains of Fontenoy 
with the beft blood of the empire. Charles the 
Simple was fo pufillanimous as to be declared by 
the nobles of his kingdom unworthy to reign. 
The Normans, feeing the diftra&ions of the 
ftate, and feeling but little refiflance, became 
fearlefs, and traverfed and ravaged the kingdom 
in every dire&ion. The crown at laft pafied 
frofli the feeble hands of the Garlovingian to 
( the Capetian race. Amidft convulfions, deval- 
uations, and revolutions like thefe, literature 
could not flourifh. The minds of men were 
reftlefs, difraiyed, or occupied with the preju- 
dices, 



m 



HISTORY OF FRANCE, 



Book It, 



rvmcottq 
feauof 
foaming S 



tfiftarbed 
f he mind ; 



depraved 
it. 



lilies, the quarrels, or a&ions of the day, too 
much, to engage in the deli|3cr#e and calm pur- 
fuits of learning. 

II. Theft civil wars and invafions not only 
pre-occupied the attention of men who might 
othcrwife have been difpofed to cultivate learn-* 
ing, but were direftly ruinous to it. Churches, 
monafteries, and libraries, were burnt and over- 
thrown : m*ny valuable ancient manufcripts pe- 
riftied : books were lefs eafily acceffiMe : fecu* 
rity and quiet, fo ncceffary tQ ftudy and learn- 
ing, were not tp be enjoyed, 

III. In fcenes of diforder, in circumftances 
lb adverfe to. ftudy, the mind itfelf degenerates 5 
the attention is diftra&cd 5 the trains of thought 
turn naturally on the dangers which have b*eh 
with difficulty efcaped, and on the evils whicfy 
are (till apprehended : the mind is almoft £on* 
ftantly in a (late of anxiety and paffion, very un- 
favourable to the exercifc of judgment, and tq 
the cultivation of taftet 

Soundnefs of judgment and delicacy of tafte 
are intimately connedted with benevolence and 
virtue. The former is warped and blunted by, 
whatever corrupts and reftrains the latter. Per- 
petual violence and bloodlhed, political broils 
and parties, perfonal prejudices and animofities, 
tnuft reprefs and deaden the fenfibilities of the 
heart, and pervert the judgment and confeience^ 
by habitually ftudy ing to juftify what is wrong. 
Even* fedemary men, and facred chara&ers, 
who live in times of disorder and viokned, 

though 
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though they mingle not actively in the fcenes of 
contention, yet feel themfelves naturally and un* 
avoidably attached to one or the other fide, and 
confequemly agitated in private, and through 
fympathy, 'by all the paflions of their friends or 
£arty. They qap feldom either fpe^k of write 
with a temperate fpiric and unbiafled, mind. 
"They confider not the means, if the end be at- 
tained; or they hope that the end will fanftify 
the means. Monks and clergy themfelves were 
far from being free from thefc eflfe&s of party 
and civil war; and the tvyo Hincmars^ the 
iincle and his nephew, are eminent examples of , * 

the irritation and refentment which they pro* > 
<luce pn men of learning ^nd in holy office. 

IV. The kind of education which the learned Subjcaf of 
received, and the fubjc&s with which their ta- carnin S # 
Jents were chiefly occupied, injured their tem- 
per, their tafte, and the interefts of learning. 
Jnftpad of the claflacs, they were taught to read 
the fathers : for fcience they fubftituced the 
authority of fyftem, and hypothecs for faft. 
Superftition, which encouraged aftrology, pro- 
duced generally a blind and credulous admiration 
of all t&at appeared fupernatural. The annals, 
6f Eginhart arid of Fulda (hew an attention to, 
fhe phenomena of nature fuperior to other au- 
thors, yet are by no means free from the preju- 
dices of fuperftition, and the indifcriminating 
credulity of the age. The kinds, of criminal 
trial called the judgments of God, the trial of 
thecrofs, of boiling water, &c. are unequivocal 
Evidences of the influence of fuperftition and cre- 
dulity on the judgment and undcrftahdihg of alt < 
" Tanks* 
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ranks, learned antf unlearned. Some feeble at* 
tempts were made, in the reign of Lewis the 
Mild, to abplifh them ; but they continued to 
prevail, and were approved and confirmed by 
the council of Narbonne, A. D. 902 ; of Tours, 
A. D. 925 ; and of Rheims, A. D. 991. Men 
capable of enduring and approving thefe, muft f 
have been equally deftitute of knowledge and of 
found judgment ; and to thefe all their other ha- 
bits and aflbciations mud have been affimilated. 

Ignorance and bigotry beget error and con- 
troverfy ; and nothing is more acjverfe to learn- 
ing, than the fpirit and ftyJe of controvcrfy. A 
•heated temper clouds the undcrftanding. and in-. 
, troduces into ftyle all the frivolous diftinftions 
and icholaftic niceties of fedts.and parties. In- 
ftcad of the great and important doftrines of 
either religion or fcience, the mere controverted 
point becomes the main fubjed of attention ; and 
when it is debated as the only thing interefting, 
they are neglefted, and true learning muft 
decline. 

Among the fubjefts which chiefly occupied 
the learned in the ninth apd tenth centuries, 
- were the manner -of Chrift's birth, which was 
keenly, largely/and grofsly difcufled by Radbcrt 
and Ratram: Whether the bocly of Chrift in 
the myftery of the eucharift, is the fame which 
was born of the Virgin ? and what becomes of 
the confecrated bread, under which that body is 
veiled when eaten by the communicants? 
Thefe questions occupied, at great length, Ra- 
ban, Maur, Hincmar, and a number of others 
9 the' 
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the moft eminent, writers of the age. The 
worftiip of images; the nature of the foul, 
whether it is but one and the fame in all men ; 
• whether the righteous, after, the refurredbion, 
lhall fee God with their bodily eyes ; and above 
all, the do&rines ofpredeftination and grace, and 
the hiftories of reliques*and faints, engrofled the 
talents and tafte of the learned. 

Some fafts (hew in a ftriking light the depth 
of ignorance and credulity to which the men of 
this age had funk. The error of the Anthro- - ■ 
pomorphites was ancient. But now it is men- 
tioned as the more general belief, that God was 
materially feated on a throne, as a great prince, 
furrounded with his angelic attendants. This 
. belief was probably encouraged and maintained 
by the paintings now common on the altar and 
walls of the churches. Some even believed 
that Michael the archangel celebrated mafs be- 
fore this Supreme Being every Monday, and 
therefore frequented the church on that rather 
than any other day of the week 9 . 

Towards the end of the tenth century, the. be- Apprehen- 
licf became almoft univerlal that the world *5,SL tht 

... i* * 1 eIW * 01 the 

was to terminate with that century. Bernard, a world, 
hermit of Thoringia, taught that God had re- 
vealed it to him. Some of the clergy preached 
it openly, in their fermons,in Paris. The army 
of Otho I., being on a march while the Sun be- 
came eclipfed, halted, under the apprehenfion of 
an univerfal and awful diflblution. 

• Hid. Liter, de la France torn. vi. p. 10. 

Men 
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Men became liftlcfs and indifferent to tvevy 
worldly objeft arid purfuit. They abandoned- 
their worldly property arid relations, and fought 
refuge, in monafteries and churches, and caverns 1 
of the earth. The government at laft humanely - 
and wifely intefpofed, and employed fome of the 
riioft fober-mindfcd divines to write arid preach 
againft this frenzy $ which, however, did not al- 
together fubfide tiH fome progrefs was made in 
the following century. When they ftfll beheld 
the Sun running his race as ufual, after the full 
lapfe of the thoufarid years, and faw the earth 
continue ftable and unchanged, then they began 
to perceive the tlelufion, and to hope that their 
apprehenfions were without foundation l0 . 

Finally, fome literary men occupied them* 
/ felves with writing thofe fabulotfi kinds of 
pieces, that, from the popular language in, 
which they were then written for the vulgar, 
were called romances lf . At this period, or 
about the conclufion of the tenth century, they 
were probably in their rudeft date, and none of 
them feem to have reached the prcfent times. 

10 Hift. Liter* de la France/torn. vL p. ia. 

11 Ibid. p. i a. 
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Biographical Sletches of fome of the tnofl diftiriguijhed 
Authors in France ^ from the Death if Charlemagne ^ 
A. D. 814, to thi Accejfion of Hugh Capet, A. p. 987; 

•» 

Thecan, *ho wrote memoirs of the life of Theg*, 
Lewis the Mild, was born of a noble fatally 
in France about the clofe of the eighth century. 
His N perfon was tall and handfome, his mind 
was generous* and his manners gentle and en- 
gaging '. 

Having received the befl. education which the 
times could afford, he excelled his contemporaries 
in capacity and diligence ; he became learned and 
eloquent, qualified to write with fuccefs in profc 
and verfe, and to fill any office which might 
occur in church or ftate* Being chofen chor- 
epifcopus,or co-adjutorto the bifhop of Treves, 
he applied himfclf induftrioufly to the duties of 
his office, and occupied his time more with 
public preaching, than with private ftudy* Wc 

" Miramur mtrito fapientis munera months 
Do#rinam, mores, carmina, di&a, animum* 
Nee minus exterius miramur fan da ftaturae 
Incrementa tuae, membra, manus, facienu 
Nos parvos humiles, &c> 

Walafridi Strabonis Poemata apud Canif. torn. ii. 
This pott, who was intimate with him, has sketched 
his life and character both in profe and verfe. 

know 
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know little of his private hiftory. A faithful 
miniftcr of the church in an inferior ftatton, and 
in ordinary times, will find few opportunities of 
fignalifing himfelf, or of entering his name in 
the record of hiftory. He died before he reach- 
ed the 50th year of his age. 

His principal work, which hath furvived the 
Iapfc of fo many ages,is the Hiftory, or Memoirs* 
of the Life of Lewis the Mild. He wrote it in 
the lifetime- of that prince ; continuing it from 
before his acceffion to the throne to the year 
837. It is written in the form of annals, with 
• brevity and truth; but it has no richnefs of 
materials, nor any kind of beauty of ftyle. It 
furnifhes a defcription of the perfon of Lewis, 
and fome anecdotes of his private life only, more 
than what we find in the other hiftories and 
annals of thofe , times. Thegan inveighs with 
a peculiar vehemence againft thofe of the em- 
peror's perfecutors, the bifhops efpecially, whom 
his royal munificence had railed from the lowed 
rank to the honour and power which they thus 
abufed *. 

Waiafrid Walafrid, the abbe de Richenou,' flouriftied 

?* ' when furnames, taken varioufly from accidents, 
fads, or perfonal qualities, were become cuftom- 
ary. He was fquint-eyed, and therefore was 
called Strabo. He was born A. D. 807 j but 
his' family, and the particular place of his birth, 
are unknown. 

? * Thegan, Pref. Cave, Hift. Liter. Hift. Liter, de la 
France. 
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His genius was thought far above the common 
rate. * He wrote poetry with applaufc at the age 
of fifteen, and in three years more, he was gene- 
rally convcrfant with the literary world. He 
was educated a monk in the abbey of Richenou 
near Coi. ftance, and .afterwards profecuted his 
ftucfies at more length in the abbey of Fulda. 
Some are of opinion that he was the author of 
the Annate which bear the name of that abbey. 
His rank, i\\$ talents; and. prudence, were fuch 
as to reebmmend him to the confidence of 
Lewis king of Germany, as an ambafftdor on * 
fpecial bufinefs to Charles the Bald, his brother. 
He died in the courfe of this cmbafiy^ in the 43d 
^car of his age, the 17th July, A. D. 849 *. 

He wrote feveral treatifefc in profe, and a great 
number of poems. Of the former* his Account of 
the Ordinances and Worihip of' the Chriftian 
Church deferves our firft attention. He gives a 
plaift arid juft view of the origin and hiftory of 
churches, altars, and divine worftiip; and, on the 
whole; confides the numerous and pompous 
ceremonies then ufed, as innovations on the ori- 
ginal inftitutions, and derogatory from the 
£mplicity and dignity of the gofpel plan 4 . 

In his Sermon on the Deftru&ion of Jerufalem, 
Luke, xix. 38, &c, he treats the fubjed firft lite- 

3 D'Achery Spicileg. torn. iv. p. 420—412. 

4 «• Quod nunc agimus multiplici orationum, ledio« 
** num, cantilcnarum, '& confecrationum officio ; totiim 
'•* hoc apoftoli, 3c poft ipfos proximi, ut creditor, qra- 
«' tionibus, & coinmehioratio'ne paffionis Domiaicas, ficut 
€f ipfe pr»cepit, agebaat fimplicttcr.** 

vol, 11. u rally, 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. Bool II. 

rattv, defcrtbing from the hiftory of Jofephus, 
correfpohdirig wirh prophecy,, the a&ual and de- 
plorable fate of this devoted city ; and then ana- 
gogically, or myftically, applies thfc fobjeft to 
the foul of man, fheVing, that in as far as the 
ftru&ure of the mind is reared of evil thoughts 
and paffipns, it muft, like Jcrufalem, provoke 
the judgment? of God, and be fubjeft to ruin. 
His defcription of Jcrufalem during thefiege, is 
clear and animated. After narrating the other 
horrid effedts of the famine, of hufbands and 
wives, parents knd children, tearing the food 
from each other's hands and teeth, he concludes 
the paragraph, faying, u Jacebant igitur corpora 
ci juvenum per plateas civitatis, magis fame 
c< quam setate defe&a, Nullus juxta morem 
44 fepeliebatur, quia nee multitudo morientium, 
« c nee virium debilitas, hoc fincbat. Nonnulli 
corpora carorum fuorom fepefire eurantes, 
fuper ipforum tumulos fpiritum emictebanC. 
Cumque tabes magnus et intolerabilis foetor 
client in ctvitate,ccepe runt corpora mortuo- 
rum extra muros'projicere ; intamum ut cot- 
< c pora ipfis rauris cosequari vidcrcntur,'* 

Hia other profe works are, a Commentary on 
the Scriptures, and feveral Legends, 

Cunifius hath publilhfcd one hundred and fif- 
teen of his poems, of various lengths and merit* 
on religion -and morals, on church and ftare, on 
faints and kings, on private and public chara6£crs* 

The Afts and Life of Mamma, a Saint* and 

martyr of Cafarea in Cappadocca* is. one of the 

14 tongeft* 



44 



U 



Ch. IV. S »• BIOGRAPHY, fte. i$V 

longed, confiding of twenty-fix chapters, or about 
eight hundred lines. Like the other Legends of 
thafc times, it might be founded on fads; but ap«. 
pears, from the abfurditics which it relates, to bg 
chiefly compofed of fables. Itdefcribes the country 
of that Saint, his education and amiable qualities* 
his retirement into folitudc ^amidft the beafts of 
the defart, and the various mirftulous works 
which Ke performed there j the, fi fhts which \)C 
few* and* the voices which he heard-, his return 
to Caefarea, where, being accufed of magic, ex*- - 
traordinary miracles were done by him, or for him* 
in his vindication : he was inviflnerable by either 
fire or lions, or popular lapidation. The latcer, 
defcribed in^he aq-thchapje^, being the (horteft, . < 

I ihall quote for that re?fon, as a fpecimen of 
this Author's hexameter poetry. The title U» 
"How he was ftoned -by the people, yet un- 
" hurt." ■'. • \ 

Ifta videns populus-; fremiti! valtuque minaci , 

Murmura longa cient, celfa turn voce virum vis 
. Horjatur, poen-as inimico a fanguine fumant, 
* E medibque magnum fevo craciamine tottant. N 

- CQntinuo ad lapides anrmo fervent'e.legendos 
• Oppofitas rupere moras ; fit grando fine imbre ; 
Saxa volant, fan&umque ruunt fupeiy aggere fa&o* 
Gaudentes abeunt, fefe vicifTe putantes : 
$ed p6tius vi&os rerum docet exitus ipfos. 
: Nil* riocuere quidem tanto fab turbine Mammam ;; 

3e vero ; aeternis damnarunt crimine poems. 
* Poll modicum Mammas, ut fa&a filentia circuni 
Senfit, ab aggefto furgens illalus acervo, 
Difccdit, laudes Domino gratefque f requentahs. 

; The poem " Hortulus," the Lade, of Flowery 
Garden, has been much extolled* - It confifts of • 
vz more 
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more then two hundred lines. After a (hort pre-* 
face, in which he dates the neceflity of labour and 
manure, in order to fuccefs in gardening, he re- 
views the operations of the Spring, and the 
propriety ot irrigation and fhade in cafe of' 
(eve re drought or fcorching heat, on committing 
, the tender fecgls to the foil : 

Quippe fiti metuens graciles torpefcere fibras, 
Flumhia pura cadis mferre capacibus acri 
Curavi Audio, ct propriis infundere palmis 
Guttatim* ne forte vclocior impetus undas 
Ingereret nimias, et femtna jafta moveret; 

He then prbpofes to treat of the nairics ancf 
Virtues of plants : 

Nunc opus in gen iis, ctocili nunc pe&qjre et orfey 
Nomina quo poffim virefque attbgere tantae 
Mcffis> ut ingenti res parvae orncntur honorc* 

He treats atcordingly of fage, rue, fouthcro* 
, wood, gourd, pompion, wormwood, horehound, 
fennel, fwofd-grafs, libiflticum, chervil, the lily, 
poppy> fclarea, mint* pennyroyal, parfley, be- 
tony, agrimony f ambrofia^ nep, radilh, the 
rofe. ' > 

His plan is firft to defcribe each of thefc, 
which he dpes very (hortly, in its general appear- 
' ance, and then in its fuppofed virtues. The radiQi, 

for example, could not be known from his dc- 
fcription; but he fays, that either the root 
eaten, or the feed bruited and drank, is a good 
remedy for a cQugjh: 

Hiae 
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Hinc raphanum radice potens, fatoque comafttm 
Tegniinc fublatutn, extremus facit ordo videri. 
Cujus amara fatis, quatienti vifcera tuflim, 
Manfa premit radix : triti quoque feminis hattftut 
Ejttfdem vitio peftis perfxpe medetur. 

The two following verfes arc quoted frotfrhis 
Ode on the Nativity ofChrift : 

Virgo conceptu gravidatur almo ; 

Conjugum mutx fteriiefque fibra 

- Jam vigentdonis uteri prophetat 

Carcere vates. 

Virgp portantem veneranda portatt 
Laftat altorera, vehitet parentem, 
Spiritu pntgnans bperantis in fe 

Mater opufque* 

On the whole, from a general review, and even 
from thefe views and fpecimens, of Walafrjd's 
poetry, fodeftitutc of fpirit and of every kind of 
beauty, though feleCled as his beft verfes from 
forne of his beft poem?, we cannot but form a 
low opinion of his poetical talents, and of the ge- 
nius of the age in which he was deemed a poet 
of the firft magnitude. 

The Authors of the Literary Hiftory of France 

appear to have entertained a different opinion f ^ 

without, however, condefcending on any particular 

paflage in fupport of it. " He deferves," fay 

they, in concluding their account of his Life and 

Writings, " to be ranked among the moft emin 

f< neht writers- of his time. There were few 

jf c authors who wrote better than he did, in either 

>f profe or yerfe. In his proic there is a purity, 

ff a ftnoothnefs,and an arrangement of language, 

v 3 " which, 
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€i which, though imperfeft, was then very rare. 

" His poetical pieces have not all the fame 

u beauty. In fome, there is an alrooft impene- 

<c trablc obfeurity ; in others, there is want of 

V .fire, of elevation, of poetic genius : but i^fome 

> «• of them we fee all thofe qualities beautifully 

<c united. The Flower Garden, Hortulus, con- 

€C tains verfes which would do no difhonour to 

«' the beft of poets V* 

There is nothing almoft in the lives of the 
Authors of this period which can render them in-r 
tertfting. The fubjefts of their works belong to 
ccclefiaftical hiftory and theology, rather than to 
general literature; and there is nothing in the 
ftyle of any of them which can gratify an im- 
proved tafte, or which deferves particular fefe&ion 
as fpecimens of good writing, Yet as one of 
them* far outfhone his cotemporaries, both in 
the extent of his political influence, and in the 
number and variety of his writings, a fketch of 
his life, and a fummary view /of the principal of 
his works, may be acceptable $ and the more, 
that they will afford an opportunity of making 
us fomewhat acquainted with the principal 
chara&ers of the age, either a^ his friends or 
opponents. 

Uincmar, • Hincmar, archbilhop of Rheims, was born 

* v A. D. 806. His parents, and the place of his 

. nativity, are unknown ; but he appears to have 

t been related to Bernard II. count of T.houlouft, 

and fome other noble families of the kingdom* 

He was educated under the abbe Hilduin, in the 

* Tom.vi. p. 76. 

abbey 
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abbey of St. Dcriys; and gave early proofs of 
fuperior talents, and diligence in the cultivation 
* of them. His rank and genius procured him 
early accefs to the court of Lewis the Mild % 
and his refidencc there gave him an early turn 
for political enquiry and management. H^ foon 
acquired a general knowledge of the confiitu'ion 
and government of both church and ftate, as far . 
as they were then ftudied ; for in thofe times it 
fcarcely extended beyond the canons and CapU 
tularits, with which young Hincmar was found 
. familiarly acquainted, Lewis liflened to his 
cpunftl when he was little more than twenty 
years of age, honoured him with his friend (hi p t 
and at his requeft reformed and impr >vecf the 
abbey of St. Denys, where he had received his 
education, .■ * ■ 

\. 
While this reform was carrying on, the abbot 
Hilduin, having incurred the Emperor's dif* 
pleafure, was banilhed into Saxony. On this 
occafion Hincmar (hewed a warm attachment x • 
to his matter, a generous temper, an adtive mind, 
and a confiderable influence with both the court 
and clergy. With the leave and . benedi&ion 
of the latter, he attended the abbot ptrrfonaliy in 
his exile ; and at the fame time foMcited from the 
Emperor his rccal fo zealoufly, that he fucceed- 
ed, and the year following Hikiuin was reftored* 

He (oon after (hewed that he was far from 
being , the dupe of veneration and affe&ion. 
When Lothaire revolted againft his tather, and 
divided the empire into factions, Hilduin united 
to Che former* and ftudied to carry over with 
v 4 him 
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Vim to the fame fide a partifan fb a£Hve and 
. political. But Hincmar adhered firmly to the 
Emperor ; and, on the restoration of the latter to 
the throne, was rtinftatcd in his former rcfidehce 
and influence at court. 

He appears, however, to have enjoyed no par- 
ticular office beyond the walls of the monaftery, 
during the life of Lewis. On the acceflion of 
Charle? the Bald, who was folicitous to fecure 
his friendfhip and influence, he was placed at the 
head of three monafteries, Notre E>ame, St. Ger- 
ftiairi at Compiegne, And St. Germer de Flaix. 
He was now confulered as court-manager of the 
church. Through him the clergy addrefftd 
their applications to the emperor ; and in rtoft 
or all of the affemblies, national or provincial,-he 
attended, and by his counfel and eloquence frc- 
iqucntly overruled their deliberations, and dic-r 
tated their decrees. 

In the year 845, he was railed to the hjgh 
rank of archbifhop of Rheims, which placed him 
x more dftenfibly at the head of the Gallican 
church, and qualified him for defending her in- 
dependence and liberty more effe&ually againft 
the ambition of the popes. Several of them 
who reigned during his life, cfteemed him, and 
courted his friendfhip and" influence, by confer- 
ring on him peculiar honours and privileges $ 
but others difcerncd his real character, and ftu- 
•died to difcourage and reprefs his ambition. 

He took the lead in almoft all the public bufinefs 

of the kingdom : he prefided in the great coun- 

, ' . ■ " f cils 
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crls of the nobles and clergy: he prefcrtbed the , , 

oaths A. D. &6o at Coblentz, with which the 
aficmbly of the clergy and n<>blrs bound the , 
princes refp^flively, as to the limits and admi- 
niftration of their kingdoms : by him the cere- 
mony of almoft every royal coronation ' and 
marriage was performed* 

Amidlt fo many honours, fuch influence, and 
the frequent changes of government and parties, 
it was hot eafy to be, and appear to be, blame- 
lefs. He could fcarcdy fail to be proud ; 
he was certainly fevere, and he was fufptdled of 
duplicity. Charles the Bald, his patron and 
Friend, did not always truft hitn. He believed v 
that he had a ftrong conne&ipn with Lothaire 5 
that he had favoured Lewis of Germany's inva- 
fion of France ; and though it gave miach paia 
to Hincmar, Charles, in confequence of the latter, 
required him dt the courtal of Pontion to renew 
h\& oath of allegiance ro him. It ihook, but 
did not overthrow, their frienTihip, When *- , 
Charles fet out for Italy A. D. 877, he left Hinc- 
mar one of his executors, in trult, during his ab- 
fence. 4 

Such a multiplicity of bufinefs involved hitn 
of neceflity in much trouble and care. He com- 
pared his monaftic retirement to a (hip at anchor; 
his quitting it to the cutting of her cable, which 
expofed mm, under pretext of puohc utility, to 
the mercilefs tempelt and to the devouring 
billows. He died At D. 882, in the 74th year 
of his age, ■• ■•• ■ . 

But, 
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But, in order to fortn a more precHe eftimate 

of »his chara&er, it wil4 be neceffary to enter 

wore minutely into fomje of the tranfa&ions of 

, a literary nature, in which he was particularly 

fngaged. 

Cothefcaie. One of the firft difputes in which he pub* 
licly engaged, was on the fubjefls of grace and 
predeftination, againftGothefcalc, furnamed Ful- 
% gentius, and monk of Orbais, in the dioccfe of 
Soiflbns. Gothefcalc was a native of Saxony ; 
though others rather believe that he was born hi 
France. He was educated in the abbey of 
Fulda, and was the intimate companion and 
friend of Walafrid Strabo. At an early period 
he (hewed an undifciplined and reftlefs temper^ 
Having repented of his monaftic vow, it t>e~ 
came the fubjeft of clerical and even of royal 
deliberation, whether or not he could be freed 
from his facred and folemn engagements. He 
changed at leaft his rqonaftery, and received 
priefr's orders in the monaftery of Orbais. In a 
pilgrimage to Italy, he took the liberty, in pre- 
sence of Nothingus bilhop of Verona, to affcrt 
his belief of a double predeftination — of the 
righteous to life, and of the wicked to death. 

Raban, archbi(bop of Mayence, and a native 
of that city, educated a monk alfo in the abbey 
4>( Fulda, and afterwards a celebrated teacher 
there, was a man of great zeal and induftry. 
paving heard of the fuppofed error of Gothe- 
. kale, he wrote to Italy for full information on 
the fubjeft; and he affembled a council, which 
Lewis the king of Germany attended, in which 

, Gothclcalf 
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Gothefcalc was required to give an account oF 
his faith. Perfuafion was vain. The heretical 
monk not only remained unmoved in his error, '• 
but he charged his accufer with the contrary as 
an error, viz. that the wicked are not predefined 
to punifhment; an8 farther, that the atonement 
of Chrift extends to , all without exception j and 
that man, even in his, fallen (late, is a free 
agent. 

The aflembly finding that they could make v . 
"nothing of this obftinate and petulant monk, re- 
mitted him to Hincmar, as his diocefan. 
Though the latter feems, from his own report, 
to have been fatisfied that the culprit meant ngt 
to teach that God had, by his predeftination, 
"laid men under the necefiity of finning in order 
to punifhment, but oniy had fo connected fift 
and fuffering in the plan of his moral govern- 
ment, that the wicked cannot efcape punifh- 
inent ; yet he caught at once the fpirit of Raban, 
and profecuted his plan of difcipline againft. 
jSathcfcalc. 

The year following, A. D. 849, he fum- 
jnoned him to the council of Quiercy. Thexe 
he was again, examined, in prelcnce of judges 
then reckoned the moft competent and power- . 
ful j and being ftill found obftinate and incorri- 
gible, he was condemned as a heretic, degraded 
from the priefthood, and ordained to be beaten 
with rods and imprifoned. It is (hocking 
even to record that he was whipped accordingly, 
in the prefencf of the bifhops and of king 

Charici 
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Charles the Bald, till he cad the book, comb- 
ing his opinions into the fire. 

Still, however, in his imprifonment he main? 
taincd his opinion, and continued to excite no 
fmall attention. All the men of learning, pnd 
fome of them by order of the Emperor, Ra- 
tram monk of Cerby, Prudcntius bifhop of 
Troyes, Lupus abbot of Ferrara, Amularius 
deacon of Treves, Joannes Erigena Scotus, &c: 
f ngaged in this controvcrfy : a controverf/ 
>hich, in its fubjeft, however fimple as a fc/ip- 
tural doftrine and faft both in ancient and mo- 
• dern times, hath often agitated the minds of phi- 
Jofophers and theologians ; and which, in pro- 
portion as it involves metaphyfical fubtlrties, 
fiever can be under flood unanimoufly, nqr fet- 
tled with precifion *. 

The excerpt fromHincmar % s letter to pope Ni- 
cholas L on the fubjed, quoted below 7 ; willfcrve 

• Flodoardi Hift. EccL lib. u c 14, 15. Hift. 
v Liter dc la France, torn. v. paflim. Dupin, Ecclef. 

Hift. Century 9th, ch. a. 

' i li Et nunc ideo breviter de eo San&itati veftrae fu|- 
** gero, quoniam antequam ad epifcopatus ordtnera per* 
u venirem, ficut abbas fuus & monachi, inter qiios ftie- 
u rat converfatus, ei teftimonium perhibent, in -metro* 
•* polis ecclefoe Rhemorum monafterio, in Sucflbnica pa- 
'- rocbia, qua Orbacis dicitur, habitu monachus, rhente 
4t ferinus, quietis impatien?, & vocum novftate delec- 
** tans, ac inter fuos mobilitas : e noiia fingularis, de* 
u omnibus quae in his regionibus pervcrfe tunc temporis 
" fenfa cognoverat quscdam fibi elegit capitula. ut novi- 
4t tate vocum innotefci valeret, utque fimplicium & de- 
«♦ votorujri fenfus penrertere, & migi&ri fibi nbmen 

"ufurpando. 
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to fhfw.his temper, his ftyfe, and His fentfmentt 
of Gothcfdlc, bcter than any excraft frojn his 
large work on predeftination •. Having de- 
clared his willingncfs to vindicate his conduct 
towards Gothefcalc, and the fentence of con- 
demnation paflcd again (I him, from which he 
had appealed to Rome, he propofed candidly to . 



" ufurpaftdo, peft fe difcipulos trahere, illifque, qui ad 
** fua vota. 'auribus prurientes, magiftros fibi coacervar* 
*' decertant, quxrere indebite, (quoniam legitime 110a 
" poterat,) fimulatione vitae religiofoc & docVma, prseefle. 
«• Quifque a Rhemorum chorepifcopo, qui tunc erat, 
«• contra regulas prefbyter ordinatus, a monafteriojrre- 
•• gulariter exiftqns, peragratis regionibus plnrimis, 5c 
• ft exitiofa femjna fator peffimus feminans, tandem in 
*' Mogontina civitate habita fynodo,- Rabano archiepif- 
f* copo libellum fui erroris porrigens, damnatus ab om* 
€i nibus Germanise epifcopis, cum Uteris fynodalibus ad 
" metropolim Rhemorum, cui jam aucWe domino 
€ * praceram, eft remtmis. Poftea autem a Belgica 
u Rhemorum ac Galliarum provjneiarum epifcopis au- 
** ditis, & inventus haeret;icus, quia refipifcere a fua pra- 
4t vitate noli voiuit, ne aliis noceret, qui fibi prodeflc 
** nolebat, judicio prsefatarum prbvinciarum epifcopo- 
** rum, in noftra parochia, quonam Rothadus de cujus 
# * parochia erat, illi nefciebat refiftere, novitates amang 
" timebatur a nobis ne diiceret prava fbntire, qui no* 
•* luit difcere recla docere : neve idem Gothefcaku* 
• c cum aliis communem vitam ducens errori fuo faceret , 
4 * effe cpmmunes, monafteriali cuftodiae mancipatus eft, 
*' docente apoftolo, " Haereticum hominem poft primam 
•* & fectfndam correptionem devita, fciens fubverfura 
" effe hujufmodi & proprio judicio condemnatum." 

• Flodoardi Hift. Ecclef. lib. iii. c 14, 15. This au- 
thor calls his work on Predeftination, " volumen in* 
*' gens." It is extremel) heavy and tedious, confiding" 
chiefly of collections of paffages from the facred fcrip- 
ture, and from the fathers. 

ftatt 
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ftate the fubjeft to his holincfs, to prevent any 
undue prejudice. ; 

Thefubflance of the paflage is, thatGothe- 
fcalc, being a man of a wandering, fayage, 
innovating temper, having obtained pricft's 
orders in an irregular manner, and become 
a heretic, he was condemned and impri- 
, foned, to prevent him frbm propagating his 
error. . 
i 

It would be tedious to review all his works, 
in two volumes folio, and even to tnumerate 
theifc titles, amoudt'mg to about feventy, inclu- 
ding his rpiftles and canons on fubje&s, (pme of 
% them indeed of importance, both civil and ec- 
clefiaftical. I did intend to have analifed 
feveral of his ♦works, and particularly thofe 
which, relate to his difputc with his nephew, 
Hincpiar bifhop of Laonj but the attempt has 
fatisfied me that a very fhore account of it would 
be uninterefting, and the length of a particular 
detail would exceed the plirpofe of utility ». .t 
(hall therefore fubjoin only as a fpecimen of his 
poerry, for he wrote feveral poems, the In-, 
icription whixrh he placed on the altar, of the* 
church of St. Mary at Rheims. :' 

Hanc aram Domini genitriqis honore dicatam 
. Cultorubique fuis decoravit epifcopus Kincmar . 
Muneribus facris fundus hac fede facerdos, 
Jam bene completis centenis octies annis, 



9 An account of feveral of his works may be fecn in 
Dupin's Ecclef. Hid*! Century 9th, ch, 2* 3, 4, 5, 6 ; an4 
of them all, though very fhortly, in the 6th volume of 
the Hill. Liter, de la France. 

m Quadraginta 
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Quadraginta fimul quintet volvente fub ipfis. 
Cumjuvenis Carol as regeret diademata regnu 
Hunc Abi paftorem pofcejitibus urbis alumnis; 

Et ad imaginem Dei genitricis in ipfo altari j 
Virgo Maria tenet hominem, regemque, Deumque, 
Vifcefibus proprtis aatum de flaiune fan&o. 

Cardinal Bona entertained an opinion of 
Hincmar fo unfavourable, that he was doubtful 
whether good or evil predominated in his chi* 
radter : 

Dubio vitlorum ac virtutum temperameitto. 

He certainly poflcfled an irritable and flr'ong 
temper, which, with eminent intelledual^ta- 
lents, high rank, and great influence, rendered 
him haughty, infolent, and domineering. He 
fpoke and wrote to princes and Icings, nearly in 
the fame dictatorial ftyle as he did to his ne- 
phew and other inferiors. He was univerfally 
confulted ; and he was refpe&ed and feared;, 
rather than efteemed and loved. His ambition, 
his love of enterprife, his ardour and impa- 
tience to attain his end, involved him in . . 
purfuits and unwarrantable means of conduc- 
ing them, which violated integrity, and gave 
generally an artful colour to his chara&er. He 
admitted or rejected principles, flattered or ca- 
lumniated partifans, embraced the fame per fori 
as his friend, or oppofed him as an enemy, ac- 
cording to the end which for the time he meant 
to ferve. In this way he treated his own 
nephew, and the emperors.Lothaire and Charles 
the Bald. When the decretals, generally un- 
derftood to have been forged in fupport of the 
papal power, oppofed his defigns, he con- 
demned 
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detuned them as falfe ; yet when they favoured 
his views, he admitted and quoted them* 

His bold policy, however; and his determined 
. mind, were ufeful, at the rime in which he lived, 
in counteradjng the papal encroachments on the 
indrpendence and liberty of the Gallican church i 
in refilling, in feveral cafes, the undue influence 
l of the civil power over the clergy.; and irt 
checking the difordcrs, and maintaining the laws, 
of rhe church. 

The fcriptures and ecclefiaftical canons were 
familiar to him, and form the fubftance of his 
arguments on all the fubjeds, religious, civil, or 
trivial, of which he .treated: yet he was by no 
\ means an accurate nor a profound theologian. 

He thought and wrote diffufcly rather than acute- 
ly. He exercifed his memory more than his 
judgment. His works are always full of matter 
on the fubjed of which, he treats, but are defti- - 
tute of arrangement, generally of imagination 
and ornament, and altogether of taftc. 

" His ftyle," fays Dupin IO , " is fitter a great 
cc deal for pierepts and inftrudions, than for 
" works of dodnnc and eloquence j for it is 
" clear and plain, but neither fmooth nor ele- 
" gam/' 

" Plainnefs and perfpicuity," fay the Authors 

of the Literary Hiltory of France, " form the 

. u uiitinguiihing charadcr of his writings $ but 

*'? Century 9th, c. 6, 

> they 
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c< they are, diffufc to excefs, without any ele- 
c< gance or polifh. His ftyle is more dida&ic 
<€ than eloquent. When he attempts any thing 
u like hiftory, as in the Legend of St. Remi, 
• c he fecms deftitutc not only of tafte, but alto- 
u gethef of genius for writing. Yet there is a 
cc .variety of ftyle in his other works, fuited to 
cc their fubjeft. Thofe written in his own 
€t caufe or vindication, (how fubtilty and ad- 
€C drefei thdfe which he wrote againft rivals 
€t and adverfaries, vehemence, bitternefs, and 
Cc inve&ive i thofe to his fuperiors* timidity and 
<r meannefs ; and to his inferiors, pride and 
cc imperioufnefs 11 .' 9 

% "Hift. Liter, dtla France, torn, v. p*' 591* 592* 
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CHAP, V. 

The Hiftory of the Arts in France, from 
Charlemagne, A*D, 814, to Hugh Capet* 
A. D. 987. 



SECT. I. 

Of Agriculture, ytc, 

"1T7HEREVER there is fo extenfive a fea-coaft, Kfliing. 

* * and rivers fo numerous and large, as in 
France, we might fuppofe a conftant and plenti- 
ful fupply of pfli. This, however, we find is 
not always the cafe. The coaft of Britain is at 
feaft equally favourable as the coaft pf France; 
yet, till the arrival of Wilifred biftiop of York, 
in the eighth century, the Anglo-Saxons were 
jncapable of catching any other fifh than eels'. 

Time and experience arerequiftte to difcover 
the banks and channels haunted by the belt kinds 
of filh, to prepare and ufe the tackle requifite ♦ 
for catching them fuccefsfally, and to acquire 
the habits of patience and courage, which muft 
l?e often fevtrely tried, in the proftcution of this 

* Beds Ecclef. Hill. lib. iy. c. 14. 

X2 The 
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The rivers and coafts of France are not only 
fubjeft to ftrong currents, and open to the vio- 
lence of ftorms from the Atlantic and Gerroart 
oceans, but in the ninth and tenth centuries 
s Were peculiarly cxpofed to the piracies and 
hoftile fleets of the Normans. For the fe rea- 
sons, it is probable that the fifherics on the coafts 
and great rivers of France declined. Hiftory i& 
not altogether filent on the fubjeft of the fifh- 
erics. There- are charters, both of Lewis the 
Mild and of Charles the Bald, which afford evi- 
dence, that fifliing-grounds were known and fre- 
quented, and that there wjere fifhers by pro- 
feffion, both in the Rhine and Loire *. Their 
nets, indeed, were broken, and their occupation 
in general fo difturbed, by the diforders of the 
country and the Noynan hoftilities, as to 
have amounted in time alraoft to a total prohi- 
bition. 

Pafturagc. The pafturage of fheep, cattle, and hogs, we 
have feen in the preceding Book, was an obje6fc 
of great attention among not only the Gauls, but 
the ruder nations who conquered them. The 
laws relating to cattle form a great part of the 
juridical code of thefe nations. , We have no 
reafon to think, that the art of feeding cattle of 
ail kinds declined immediately after the death 
of Charlemagne. But no fooner was property 
rendered infecure by the civil wars and the de- 
predations of a foreign enemy, than the feeders 
and- dealers in cattle ipud have met fuch dif- 

* See various authorities in Ducange, ad voc» Pifcatioi 
Pifcatorcs, &c. 

courage- 
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couragements as would force them to abandon, 
that kind of trade and culture: for who will 
take the trouble, and hazard the expencfr, of 
rearing a ftock, which he knows almoft with 
certainty that he Chall never enjoy? Laws 
were enafted againft internal plunderers ; but 
laws without force and government could afford 
no prote&ion againft ravaging and invading 
armies. That pafturage declined, therefore, 
during this period, there can be no doubt; but 
we have no means of afcertaining the degree, or 
of comparing the numbers reared, and the. pro- 
portional value of them, with that of the period 
immediately preceding. We can only obfcrvc, 
that the proyifion made by law for the bifhops 
in the vifitation of, their diocefes, and for the 
king's commiffioners in their juridical circuits, 
continued nearly now as before j viz. the bifliop, 
forty loaves, three calves or lambs, three modii 
of liquor, one hog, three fowls, fifteen eggs, and 
four pecks of corn for his horfes : the count, or 
abbot/ received about a fourth lefs than the 
bifhop 3 . 

The fame caufes muft have affefied theftate Agricui- 
of Agriculture. Every perfon, who reflects oq turc * 
the circumftaiices of a country while it is the feat 
of war, muft be fenfiblc that there can be little 
leifure, and no encouragement, either for fow- 
'- ing or reaping. The cattle- and inftruments of 
labour are can ied off, or deftroyed } the farmers 
themfelves are engaged in the military fervice, 

* Capitul. lib* iy. 73. DucaBge, ad too Frifcmga. 

*3 or 
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or fly for thcif lives from a ferocious enemy ? 
their grain for feed is confumed, or is hidden 
by themfelvcs in places unfavourable, and fpoil- 
cd: fyftemsof culture and rotation of crops aro 
forgotten; nothing more is cultivated than ne- 
v ecflky requires. Many of the - moft a&ivc 
formers perifh : the regular and a&ive habits of 
thofe who remain are broken, and never reco- 
ver their former energy and order. Hence we 
cannot expeft agriculture, however flourilhing 
over France in the commencement of this pe- 
riod, to have continued to profper during thf 
courfe of the ninth and tenth centuries. 

The art, however, could not be loft, which 
was planted in (raul by the natives, and im- * 
proved by the Romans; that had taken deep 
root, and fpread over all the country, before it 
was difturbed by the invafions of the Goths and 
Germans. The disturbance which it received* 
even from thefe invafions, was but of temporary 
duration. Their ancient Jaws, as well as thofe 
which they ena&ed after their fettlement m 
France, were generally favourable to the art of 
hufbaridry* £ven though it had been checked 
by the wars of the Merovingian princes and of 
their mayors, though it had made no progrefe 
rn improvement till the death of Charlemagne, 
it is probable that it had not declined much 
frcto the times of the Romans till the beginning 
of the ninth century. 

Sowing, The few fafls which occur in the meagre 

chronicles of that and the following century, con- 
firm this opinion. We find the fame kinds of 

grain. 



r * 



Cb. V. $i. THE ARTS* Jfi 

grain curforily fpecified or referred to, *o$ tKfe 
fame feafons of fowing and reaping obfrrved, as 
amongft the Romans. The autumnal fowing 
deferves particular notice, both as it thews a 
knowledge of agriculture in an improved ftate, 
and a variety of grains, which, according to 
their hardy or more delicate nature, fuited the 
fcverer and mildier feafons of the year, as well as 
the longer and (horter periods of their growth 
After fowing rill maturity 4 . 

The cuftom of ploughing with - oxen rather Pio«ghii)* 
than horfes, fo much recommended by the 
Romans, appears to have prevailed in France 
at the time of which I write, A whole farm 
items to have required four , ploughs ; each 
plough required four oxen, or catde : and every 
farmer, or vaflal, who occupied a plough of land, 
' or fourth part of a farm, was bound to work 
with his plough and cattle one whole day, in 
titling the land of his landlord, or fcigneur. If 
his cattle were weak, fo that four coqld not go 
a whole day in the plough, he was required to 
join his with thofe of another, or to work two 
days ioftead of one. He who kept no cattle of his 

* " FrumcBta quoque & legumina, imbrium afliduitate 
% ** corrupta, vel colligi non poterunt, vcl colle&a compu- 
** trefcebant. In quibufdam tfero locis, ex inundation* 
" fluminum, aquis in piano ftagnantibus, autumnal is fa- 
•' tio ita impedita eft, ut penitus nil frugum ante vermim - 
" tempus feminaretur." Eginharti Antudts> A.D* 
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Qlfcn, was obliged to work for his fopcrior three 
days as a labourer V 

, • 

Notwithftanding the fertility of both France 
. and Germany, and thedatc of agriculture, which 
we have reprcfenfed as not greatly inferior to 
what it was in the times of the Romans, they 
were not exempted from occafional and (everc 
famines/ They muft have been then the more 
feverc, on account of the want of that inter- 
courfe and more equal diflribution of corn and 
other provifions which merchandize and libe- 
ral trade produce. 

In the year 850, fays the Author of the An- 
nals of Fulda, the inhabitants, chiefly towards 
the banks of the Rhine, were vifited with a fe- 
yefe famine. A modius, probably a bufliel, of 
\ • 

9 " Pro nimia reclamatione quae ad nos venit de homi- 
• " nibus eccleiiafticis, feu fifcalinis, qui non crant adjurnati 
v " (i. e. in jus vocati), quando in Ccenomantco Pago fui- 
" mws, vifiim ell nobis una cum confultu fidelium nof- 
" trorum llatuere, ut quicunque de prxdiclis hominibus 
" quart am fad i (i. e. pradii) tenet, cumfuis v animalibus 
" feniori fuo pleniter unum diem cum fuo aratro. in 
" campo dominico aret : et' poftea nullum fervitium ei 
•' manuale in ipfa hebdomada a feniore fuo requiratur, 
tf Et -qui tanta animalia non habet, ut in v uno die hoc 
" explere valeat, perficiat predi&um opus in .dupbus 
" diebus. Et r qui folummodo ita invalida ut per fe non 
" poffit arare quatuor animalia habet, cum eis fbcialis 
** iibi aliis aret uno die in campo fenioris, & uno die poft- 
" modum in ipfa hebdomada, opera manuum facial 
" Qui nihil ex his facere pbteft, neque animalia habet 
'■' per tres dies feniori fuo a mane ufque ad/Vefperam ope* 
" re s tur," &c. Qapkul. lib* v. 151* 

corn. 
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corn, fold at Maycncc for ten fhekels of filvef* 
3 7. xos. fterling. The archbifhop Raban, who 
then redded at Winzella, a village of his parifh, 
maintained more than three hundred paupers, 
befides thofc whom he fed daily in his own 
houfe. A woman, quite exhaufted, coming with 
the other pensioners, requefted leave to warm 
herfelf, and fell down at the threfhold irrecover- 
ably dead with hunger. Her child, whom lhe 
ftill retained, infenfible of her condition, laying 
hold of her, continued, through hunger, to 
fuck her milklefs bread. A man, with his wife 
and infant fon, went towards Thuringia, in the 
hope of finding there more abundant provifion. 
The journey was long, and their hunger in- 
creafed. In defpair, as they were journeying % 

through a foreft, cc Is it not better," faid the 
father, " that the flefh of this boy be confumed, 
" than that he, and we all, perifh ?" The . 
more delicate and tender mother remonftrated: 
but the /ather, withdrawing the child from her, 
had retired at fome diftance to have facrificed 
pareatal affe&ion to animal inftinft', when, in 
the ad of raifing his fword, as he lifted his eyes 
to Heaven, he beheld two wolves devpuring a 
flag which they had juft feized. With am/ize* . 

ment he ran, and, chafing away the wolves, he 
brought the half-living and bleeding carcafe, 
with his living fon,' to the mother. She faw 
the blood, and her heart fainted within her ; . 
yet, recovering, fhe enjoyed the providential 
feaft, and joined with her hulband in devout ac- 
knowledgment. 

" . ■ - • Thtfe. 
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Thcfe fefts ferve to (hew the degree of the 
famine, Which was extreme among the lowc* 
ranks. 

Csrdem«g. The ttorttittis of Walafrid, already noticed 
in the preceding Chapter, fhews that gardening 
was not altogether negle&ed ; yet the paucity 
of the articles, as wett as the poverty in the de-» 
fcription of them, afford good rcafbn for fuf- 
pc&ing that neither herbs nor flowers were 
highly cultivated. The principal gardens of" 
thofe times were confined within the walls of 
caftles and monaftcrits, and furniihed no great 
room for the exercife of botanic tafte and 
genius. , 



Culture of 
4br yum. 



The culture of the vine continued to be ait 
interefting and profitable branch of hufbandry 
in France, and had extended generally over the 
Rhine. They were by no means inattentive in 
thofe times to the difference offpecies of wines, 
and to the various growths and flavours of the 
fame fpecies in different foils and feafons T . 

The price of wine was nearly the fame in the 
end of the tenth century, as when Columella 
wrote, in the middle of the firft ; about from 
fight-pence to one (hilling a gallon K 



* *' Vinum etiam cujus parvus proventns codem anpo 
" fuit, propter caloris inopiam, acerbum & infuare 
. " fiebat." Eginhart, A. D. 820. 

, • Continuat. Chroa. Flod. A, D. 976, 977. 

Twenty 
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Twenty modii of corn, and twenty of wifle* 
were valued at 70 folidi, each folidus 3 s. 1 which 
is 10/. ioj. ftcrling. The'wine, about So gal- 
lons, is 4 /. The twenty modii of corn, each 
modius 6 s. 6 d. fterling, make 61. 10 s. ftcrling*. 

The price of a horie, A. £>• 836, 30 folidi, 
fuppofing them filver, was 4/. tos. fter- 
ling 16 . 

Flodoard mentions a horfe, A. D. 931, which 
had lived one hundred years. 

A hundred geefe, A. D. 862, were equiva- 
lent to one pound of filver, or 3/. ftcrling 1 which 
is abotit 7 d. ftcrling each ,f . 



Of ArchitectuHe. 

The ninth and tenth centuries fdrnifli us with 
fcarcely any materials on the fubjeft of Ar^ • - 
chiteflure. It was a period for ruining, rather 
than for rearing, edifices. In fuch as were 
built, caftles, bridges, and monafteries, utility 
and ftrength were the only principles likely to be 
regarded. >: 

Caftles became abfolutely neceffary for every Cafti*. 
man whofe property could afford, and whofe 
rank required, prote&ion; but it evidendy ap- 
pears by fome laws intended to feftrain them, , 

9 Mabillonde Re Diplomat, p. 543. 

** Ibid. 5 2 4. " ibid. 536. 

that 
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that they had too rapidly increafed, and become 
the haunts and fecurity of the lawlefs and dif- 
orderly. 

MonaAc Befidcs ftrength, obfeurity was ftudied in the 
nc * fituation of monafieries ; it being the nature of fu- 

perftition to unite gloom with devotion, infomuch 
as to form generally a charadtcriftical diftinftion 
betwixt it and true religion. In this age many 
monafteries were built. To found them, was 
the facrifice of the wealthy for their guilr. It 
was held out by the clergy as the nobleft evi- 
dence of a munificent and pious mind : and they 
were become requisite as the common recep- 
tacle, not merely of the ferioufly religious, but 
of all the indolent, idle, ahd unprovided or 
unprotected, w,ho had influence, importunity, 
and craft enough to procure them admiffion. 

Charters of ereflion, and memoirs of founda* 
tions, of abbeys and nunneries innumerable, ac- 
cordingly, we find among the records of this 
period ; but they defcribe their funds and privi- 
leges only, and never take nonce of the form or 
plan of the building. . 

Bridges, Bridges became ncccflary, not only for pro. 

moting the facility of general intercourfe pro- 
portioned to the populoufnefs and civilifation of 
the country, but for expediting the march of 
armies from one region to another. 

The frequent ordonances refpefting them, in 
the reign .efpecially of Lewis the Mild, (hew 
both the zeal of the government! and the lan- 
guor 
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guor of the country, in erefting them. It 
feems to have been the duty of the proprietors of 
thofe lands in the vicinity of the rive r s,to build- 
and maintain them. The edi&s, accordingly, 
are addrcfled to them ; and the royal comrnif- 
faries '{miffi dominici) are inftrudeel to caufc 
thefe edifts to be executed ■». 

Town or county houfes, in the town moft '<*»«. 
centrical, were alfo ordered to be built for pub- ou M * 
lie meetings and courts of law., Thefe were^ 
wont to be holden in the royal, palaces, and in th$ 
churches. The former were now found not al- 
ways convenient ; and the latter were believed 
to be profaned by that promifcuous concourfe 
of people which affcmbled on thefe occa- 
fions **. 

The new churches in this period were gene- churciei, 
rally, we have reafon to believe, ereded on the^ . 
plan of the precrding ages. No defcription 
has occurred of the manner in which the mafon- 
work was executed -, though probably the inter- 
fering pillars and arches of the doors and win- 
dows were omitted, leaving the open and • 
heavy fcmicircular Norman arch, which, to- 
gether with fome other evidences of a degene- 
rated tafte both, in plan and execution, diftin- 
guifhed thrs from the _ preceding and following 
ages in architecture. 

** Capitul. lib. ii. 20. lib. iii. 12. lib. iv. I0> II, 12. 
43. 60. Addit. iv. 80. 

11 Afta Concil. torn. vi. p. 489. 

Flodoard 
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Flodoard has preferred to us an account of the 
manner in which Hincmar decorated the church 
of Rheims. *' He covered it with lead, painted 
* the curvatures of the roof or ceiling, beauti- 
" fied it with glafs windows, and paved it with 
«* marble. He adorned the large crucifix with 
*' gold and jewels * the froaller ones with gold 
" and filVcrj the large cup and patina with 
* c gold and a precious (tone. The books of 
<c the Virgin Mary and of St. Hieronymc he 
f c covered with ivory and gold; the capfulc 
€< with gold and filver carved work. He fur- 
" nifhed filver lamps and candlefticks, and ya* 
fc rious other ornaments of tapeftry '\ &c. M 

14 Ecdef. Hift. Flod. lib. iii. c. 5. 



Ch. V. f z. THE ARTS, 3*§ 



SECT. IL 
Of the Aru % mti*mi* 

The art of rnanufadturing cloth mud: always clothing 
cxift in fome degree, and efpecially in the 
cold and variable climates. In France, the 
people enjoyed abundance of materials, both 
wool and lint. We do not find that any faftorjr 
or faftories, of much extent, were formed in 
any part of the country, for working the raw 
materials into cloth. Each familv, it is pro- 
bable, manufa&ured their own clothing. Some < 
of them more expert than others, or who occu- 
pied themfelves more in that kind of induftxy, . 
fold what they had made more than they needed 
themfelves, either to their immediate neigh- 
bours, or at the fairs now common over the / 
Kingdom. The manufacturing of cloth was one * 
qf the chief occupations of fome, both of the 
males and females, in the monafteries. 

The fine white linen wofrn by fome of the 
priefts and catechumens, and ufed in the churches 
and folemn fertaces; the tapeftry and other 
cloths with which Hincmar adorned the church 
of Hheims ; and the linfey-wooifey, prohibited 
in the Capitularies ; all prove the advanced ftate 

of 
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of the art of clothing in France at this -per 
riod. " * 

Dyk>gi Th? fame knowledge of colours, which en- 

abled them to adorn their books or manufcripts, 
would contribute not only to maintain, but to 
improve, the art of dying. 

All the fubordinate arts in wood and metals, 
the making of clothes, fhoes, &c. which the 
Capitulary of Charlemagne, (de Villis) was de- 
figned to encourage and promote, would pre- 
vail, even though they did not in a high de- 
gree profper in the fubfequcnt reigns. 

Carving. The ornaments of the church required genius 

and expercnefs in working, carving, and orna- 
menting the altars &nd facred veffels, which 
were made, or adorned with gold, filver, and 
precious ftones. » 

'Armour. The laws againft the exportation of armsfhew 

,that the French aftifts npt only , fabricated 

armour fufficient for their owft countrymen, but 

'found a demand for thefe manufactures among 

other nations* 

dock- Gerbert, who became pope by the name of 

w«rk. Sylveftcr II., a native of France, is faid to 
have made fome aftronomical machines, and par- 
ticularly a clock j the firft which moved with 
wheels made in France. 



The 
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Tfe giving of JtfcVfwddw^ibf.the.chuifdb of &*&• 
fthei'rr^, fey orde* (tf'\f*iwciiiar^ft«^:o^t the pamtin * 
art ttf working ik* gtifc ^Witinwd-tb £c qukir 

TfiA Tftfrftiufr** Watiifrid is ilmofc; the only Medicine,' 
voueher~-*tfu& wc;1tKd3^p^f% the ftate of 
Medicine. From that* however, it 'appcaci* 
th^t the virtues of plants were ftudied, and fome 

and the^efiqtes ofitefcfri^ chq^evsi^mtf gpnc^ 
rally more reforted to in diftrefs, than Medicine* 

•I *j ' <»ii .iriol. .1(1 _.., % /ro!'?-; ? f ! . 

*Tfo*artVtRe"f^ inrWher a Se*r- C tfu 

rude ftate, was cultivated in this age. Mabillon ls " ns * 
bbferves, that Lewis the Fat, a century after, 
was the firft who wore a fufpended or penfile 
feal. Before his time, under both the Merovin* 
gian and Carlovingian kings, they were made of 
lead, iron, and the other coarfe metals. With 
thefe they imprefied white wax, till the twelfth 
or thirteenth century, when they began to make 
the wax of a red, and then pf a green, colour. 

The art of Writing had attained the greateft writing, 
perfe&ion in this age. The beauty and ele- 
gance with which monaftic perfons of both 
icxes wrote the Books of Common Service and 
fome of the Legends, have- been repeatedly no* 
ticed. The art, however, was almoft confined 
to monafteries, and altogether unknown to the 
common people* Some charters were written 

,f De Re Diplom. lib. xi. c. 19. 

vol. ii. y . in 
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in this age on the (kins of fi/h *'• But the mod 
vfual fubftances for writing on were, dill, the 
papyrus, the inner bark of trees, paperof cotton '% 
parchment, and vellum. The paper made of 
linen rags, now fo common, was not invented till 
the thirteenth or fourteenth century: the. 
precife ara of its difcovcry, and ufc, is un* 



kno 



wn 



it 



They ufed the fame kinds of pens and ink as 
in the preceding ages, already defcribed. 



" MabiUon de Re Diplom. lib. 2. c. 8. 
if Ibid. " Mcmom de l'Acad. to; 



torn. vi. p. 605. 



,$ 



S*.V.f i . THE ARTS. RJ 

SECT. IIL 
0/ tbi Fine Arti 

ceuLPTURB feems to have, been mubh negie&ecl sctiiptm*. 

in this age. The only inftance which has oc- 
curred of its Being probably ftudied* 1 zxt two '.-.. 
vafes which ABbo of Fleury prcfentcd to. pope 
Gregory the Fifth ; biit, as the Authors of the . 
Literary Hiftory of France obferve, they might 
have been fafhioned in another country* or in a 
former age 4 * . 

Baiating was; moreftudied* though riekhef at- fcantto* 
tentively nor extenfi vcly cultivated. It wa$ ch jefly 
confined to the- rude draughts with which they 
adorned the ceilings of churches, and to the - '_ ' 
mbrfc delicate paintings on the church-windows* 

The fmall ornaments on their manuscripts led 
them to confiderable practice and improvement 
in Miniature Painting. 

The worftiip of Images in France had re- 
ceived a check in the council of Frankfort/ 
They were refpefted, and to a certain degree 
venerated. Zeal to procure them was not fo ar- 
dent as in Italy, and efpeciaily in the eaft : and we 
meet with no anecdotes of any Painter or Painting 
worth recording, in this rude and languid age, 

1 Etat de Lettres en France, 20 fiecle, torn. yi. p 66. 

T 2 We 
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*oetiy. Wc have already faid and fcen enough of the 

Poetry of this period to fatisfy us, that it was 
deftitute both of genius and tafte for that fpecies 
of compofition. Every author, and almoft every 
one capable of , writing, attempted it. It was a 
fpecial branch of the- monadic education, and 
gave every fcholar a fair opportunity of difco- 
vering poetic talents, had he poffeffed diem* 

Moft* If they Succeeded no better in the art of Mufic, 

k was not for want of zeal and care: it alfo 
was taught affiduoqfly in the fchools, as an cflen- 
rial branch' of fcience. But what was taught ? 
Merely to chant the leflbns of the church in a 
rude and fimpk drain, 

Hucbald, monk of St. Am and, wasconfidfcted 
as a great improver of the art, for havingcon- 
verted the letters of the. alphabet into figns or 
names of the notes in the mufical fcakV k 
certainly does contribute much to the cafe of the 
fcholar, and furnilhes a language by which in- 
ftruftion may be conveyed, or conversion held, 
on moficaj fubjedts, without the intervention of 
either fight or found. 

An organ-builder from Venice was employed 
by Lewis the Mild, to attempt that ace. in 
France ; but it does not appear whether or not 
he wasfuccefsful*. 

* Hift. Liter, de la France, torn. vi. p. 7. k aao. 
. 3 Eginhart. Annal.ad Ann, 826.. 
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, CHA?. VI. 

# 

The Hiftory of Commerce, frdhi the Death of 
Charlemagne, A. D. 814, to the Acccffion of 
Hugh Capet, A. D. $87. 

jN tinies like thofe of which we treat, there m*c*uu 

Has neither much encouragement for Mer- 
chandise* nor were Merchants held in high efti- 
roarion; The thurch, the mojiaftery, and the 
army, were the great lints of purfuit to which 
the talents of ybuth were uniformly dire&ed; 
Merchants were difrtfpe&ed, not only on ac- 
count of the fuppofed mcannefs of their occupa- 
tion, but becaufe they were underftood, however 
trronfeoufty, to be avaricious, and always difc *" 
pofed, when they had it in their power, to over- 
reach and defraud. 

In thofe times, it certainty was not difficult to 
uxipofe on men's ignorance and credulity { ant) 
.the numerous difficulties which dealers had feme* 
times to encounter, arid the hazards to which 
they were expofed, mtgh&ftem to juftify them 
in purchafing under the real value, ahd felling 
again at the moft extravagant prices. 

In a Cdpitulary, the defign of which is to re- not highly 
commerid to Merchants the payment of tithes to r cf p«^ ed * 
the church, we find a very ferious and grave 
admonition to them, plainly founded on the 

y 3 general 
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general opinion that they were addi&ed to ava* 
rice and injuftice. They are admonifhed, iq 
order to inherit eternal life, to beware of immo- 
derate attention to earthly lucre j and, accord- 
ing to the apoftolic injun&ion, to fee " that no 
" one go beyond, and defraud, his brother in 
* any matter \" 

inknd The great articles of (Inland Trade, befides 

*** cattle, clothing, domeftic utcnfils, &c# were 
arms $ not merely fwords and fpears, biit cui«- 
rafies, and whole fuits of armour for cavaliers, 
bucklers, helmets, and plumes of feathers. By 
theft every man who was. rich enough to. pur* 
chafe them, rendered himfclf, wedged in them, 
almoft immoveable, nearly a harmlefs and paf* 
five objeft; but then he was invulnerable. 
There were alfo pieces of m?il fitted on the 
horfes' heads, which, with their furnitute, bridles, 
faddles, &c. all formed important articles of 
Merchandifc. 

Danger being apprehended from the free falc 
and exportation cf arms, it was ena&ed, that each 
fuperior fliould take care that arms were given . 
to his own vaffals only ? that they fhould not bo 
collected in any church, or fecret and unfuf* 
pe fted place * and that they fhould not be given, 
nor fold, to traders % 

For the fame reafons, a prohibition was iffiicd 
againft the fele of horfes and cattle to any 
Granger whatever, to reftrain the a&ivity of 

* CapituJ. lib. vi. aaR. * Lib. Hi. 75. lib. vi. aia. 

dealers* 



Ck.VL COMMERCE; |t) 

dealers, and to prevent fuch an exportation as it 
was thought might impoverilh the kingdom, 
and enrich, or ftrengthen and encourage, an 
enemy \ 

Merchants were alfo obliged to pay Certain 
taxes, or tolls, at bridges. Thefe were intended, 
indeed, not to operate as restraints, (o much as 
they were confidered as a rcafonablc fource of 
revenue, and a ncceflary indemnification for the 
expencc of bridges, and the enjoyment of market* 
places 4 . 

Confidence attention, on the other hand, be- 
gan to be paid to their accommodation. Fairs '*ih. 
were inftituted in every county, in many parishes, 
and in moft of the confide rable towns, to which 
« they re forced, and where the people of all the 
neighbourhood affembled to trade with them. 
It was extremely convenient for the country, 
and yielded a confiderable revenue to the go- 
vernment, or to the proprietor of the barony '• 

Thefe . 

' Capitul. lib. iii. 624. 4 Lib. Hi. la. 

9 I (hall quote, as an example of the manner of the - 

erection of thefe Fairs, a charter by Charles the Bald, 
granting the privilege of a weekly market, or fair, to the 
village of Ctirm eille in the diftrift of Vilcaffin, or Vexin. 

" In nomine fandbe et individux Triuitatis, Karolus 
u gratia Dei rex. Cum itaque facrofan&i* locis bene- 
" ficia opportuna conferimus, fervorumque Dei: utilita- 
" tibus inibi dcgentjum Deoque militantium confulimus, 
" regium quidem morem acjmus* profucurumque nobis 
" in sternum confidimus. rroinde omnium fancte Del 
" ecclefi* fideliurri, prapientium ac futurorum, noverit 
•' induftria, quia Gerardus, beatifuxni martyris Chrilti 

t 4 "patro-. 



St t HISTORY OP • FRANCE. B#* IT, 

- Thefc markets being xiftcn held on Ac dajr 
facried «o fame Saint wjwwb the people wett ao* 
cuftomed to versefate, as mock probably <as* thrir 
Saviour and Creator, it became natural io them 
to frequent them alfo on the Sabbath. Hence it 
was thought Ueceflary to interpofc againll. this 
pra&ice the authority of Jaw * 4 

1' patronique noftri dommi Dionyfii cum focfeUt*t« 

9 ' generaUtatjs decanus pariter et faeerdos, noftram fupr 
4< petiit magnificentiam, quatenus hebdomadalem mer- 
** ratum in pago, fcilicet, Vilcaffiiio, in villa qaam Cor- 
•* mellias dicunt convenientera, ob amorem et reveren- 
*' tiam pralibati patroni noftri ufibus ac ftipendiis fra- 
€t trutn, ea condicione, ac ftabilityte concedere dignare- 
,$' mur, qua villam eandem illis perpetim deputavimus. 
* r Ejus igltur pise petit iones faventes. cun&oram fratrum 
f s Totis antraimus, atque ut petebamur fieri volumus. 
f 4 Unde hoc pnecellentte noftrae pracaptum fieri illique 
f * dari juffimus, per quod memoratum tertia ebdomade 
** feria cohvenientem abfque ullius comitis mercatum 
•« participatione, five vicecomitis aut juditis introduc- 
V tione, vel ^tiam cujufcumque rempuhlicam adrai? 
*' niftrantis refpeclu, partibus fanclii Dionyfii ac fratrum 
f •« ftipendiis delegamus, perpetimque eis ftatuentes fervi- 

* f endura fine cujufpiam refragratione, fubduclo ablatiouis 
• r mem ; ficut et res ipfms villae mancipamus et noftris, 
f f futurifque faeculi temporibus inconvulse eis famulan- 
" dum mandamus. Ut vero h«c largitatis noftrae do- 
ff natio majore firmjtatis ftabiiiatur vigore, manu pro- 
f pria fubter earn firmavimus, et annuli noftr* onpreffione 
** fubter infigniri jufiimus. 

Signum Karoli gloriofifluni regis. 

." Mancio indignus Levita ad vicem Gauzleni'recog- 
" novi et fubferipfi data iiii. Id. April. Indiciione 
" fecunda, anno 29 regriante Karolo gloriofiflimq 
" rege. Aclum in monafterio fan<5ti Dionyfir in 
" Dei nomine feliciter. Amen." 
Mabillon de Re Diplom. lib. vi, c. joo. A. D. 869. 

* Capitul. lib. v. 83. , 

The 
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The number of Laws enadted, during this MeromtUo 
period, for the regulation of fales, of mercantile ** w * 
tranfatftions, of debtors and creditors, (hew a pro- 
greis in trade. Every bargain, for example, was 
ordained to be held good and binding, in which 
an earned, as part of the price, was given and re* 
ceived ; unlefs the feller had intentionally con- 
• cealtd fomt cffential vice in the animal, or fault 
)h the fubjedt whatever ; provided that it was 
challenged on the day of fale, the next day, or 
even the third day after it. ♦ The feller, how* 
ever, might clear himfelf by his own oath, ac- 
companied with other fuitable jurors V 

The Flemings, who firft eftablifhedttie cloth- 
manufacture in the Netherlands, found a ready 
market for their goods in France. They car- 
ried their cloth to the trench fairs, till Baldwin, 
A. D. 960, cftablifhed fairs in their own country 
free of tax, which, greatjy encouraged the trade 
and manufactures. 

The French had little foreign or maritime 
trade. Their fpirit was funk by internal difor- 
dcrs. Their coafts were expofed on every fide, 
and they were unable to protect the veffels which ,. 
they did employ. They exported wine to 
England, and imported thence lead, iron, and 
tin*. 

7 Capitul. Jib. v. 210, 21 1. 

? Stephan. Defcript. Civitatis Londonenfis, p. 5,, 6./ 
Anderson's Hifi. of Commerce, vol. i. 9th and 10th cen- 
turies. 

' ■■■ 1 1 

Weights 
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Weights Weights ami Meafures continued nearly the 
jScafuret. ^" atnc as ^ey arc reprefented in the preceding 
Book*. They varied indeed in differrnt parts 
of the kingdom } which renders it fo difficult to 
afcertain precifely the quantity intended by 
authors* 

™* ;m ^ The modius, in dry meafure particularly, 

"" was different in the different provinces. In 
the preceding Volume we have reckoned it, 
on the authority of Pliny and Ducange, forne- 
what more than a peck, or twenty libs, of 
Gallic wheat ; but there is reafon to think, that the 
modius was in fome places reckoned equal to 
a bufhel. 

In a charter of this period quoted by Mabil* 
Ion, twenty modii of corn, and twenty of wine, 
were valued at fevemy folidi •*. Suppofing them 
even filver folidi, the corn muft have been ten 
(hillings the modius. 

By a canon of the council of Thouloufe, 
A. D» 846, every partfh was bound to fupply 
the^ifhop tff the diocefe with a bufhel of wheat, 
a bufocl of barley, a modius of wine, and a lamb: 
or thefe might be commuted for two folidi 
The bufhel in this, cafe was much lower in value 
than the modius in the other i unlefs we under* 
ftand the lblidus in the former to have been 
fifyer, and in the latter gold ; or that the modius 
and bulhel wcFe nearly the fame. 

* Book J. civ vi. ,0 De Re Diplorti^ p* 543- 

A modius 



Ch. VI, COMMERCE. $$* 

^ A modius of liquid meafure was tWrty^wo ' 

5>ints Englifin A modius of wine A, D. 976 fold at 
even denarii 5 though in very abundant years ic 
fell folow as three and five denarii. 

With refpeft to money, the folidus, rated Money. 
by the Salic law at forty, was reduced by 4 Ca- 
pitulary to twelve, denarii "• 

Flcury, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory **, fays, 
that the folidus of that time was worth forty of 
his time, or twp livrcs current, is. iod. fterling. 

The (hekel, which fbmetimes occurs in authors 
of jhis period, was forty- eight denarii, or 7s. 
fterling u . 

Xhc marc of filver was about fifty livres, or 
5tl. 15s. fterling. 

The m^rc of gold was 740 livres, alx>ut 40I. 
fterling. 

The 'abbey of St. Denis ranfomed its abbot 
from the Normans, At D. 858, for fix hundred 
and fifty-eight pounds of gold, or a thoufand 
and tfrcnty-feven marcs two ounces j and three 
thoufand two hundred and fifty pounds of filver, 

' ' Capitul. lib. iii. go. and lib. iv. 75. u Ut omnis fo- 
" lutio, atque compofitio qu$e in lege Salica continetur 
" inter Francos, per xu denariorum, folidus compona* 
^ tur, excepto ubi cOntentio intra Sazones ct Frifones 
*' exbrta fuerit. Ibi volumus ut xl denarii quantita* 
# tern folidus habet ad partem Salici Franci." 

** Tom; x. p. 244. IJ Pucange, voc. Sicius. 

or 
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6r four thoufand eight hubdred and feverit:y ? five 
fnarcs. This iurn, Valuing the mire as above, 
amounts to one 1 million three ihoufend nine hun- 
dred and fifteen Kvrcs of modern money '\ 

• Charles the* Bald engaged jhe Normans on the 
Somme to affift'him againft their countrymen 
t>n the Seine, A* D. 860, fa? three thoufand 
pounds of filver. This, M. Bonamy values at four 
thoufand five hundred marcs, or, in mddern money, 
at two hundred and twenty-five thoufand livres *\ 

By the edift of. Charles th<; Bald at Poiffy* 
A. D. 864, fifty pounds of filver were reckoned 
Sufficient; ori a new coinage, for reftoring the de- 
ficiency of circulation over the kingdom. 

Silver was the current mottfcy, Uhlefs it was 
otherwife exprcfled. 

** Mem. de 1' Acad, tonu xvii. p. 281. 
•» Ibid. p. 284. , - ' 
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The Hiftory of language, Cuftoms»and Manners, 
.from th$ JDcaj^, of Charlemagne, A. Ij). 814, tp 
the Awejfioa .of Hugh Capet,: A. D.' 987. - 



\ .'/ ' '. SEQT. L \ . . . ' '. 

*| x Of Language. * c ••"* 

jf^N the fubjeft of linguargel in, the preceding 
. Book of this : Hiftory, it was Ihewn, that va- 
rious means and power ftr! rftbtives were employ- 
ed to Ipread and eftab|i(h the Latin tongue in. 
Gaul ; that it certainly did fucceed and prevail ik 
all the learned profeffions, the public offices, anfl 
among the people generally of foperiorrank ; but 
that the Celtic/ jiotwithftanding, continued to 
be. the vulgar language of the people. The 
number of the Goths, Burgundians, and Franks, 
wa$ comparatively fo fmajl, as „ to produce but 
Kt^le grange on the dialeft of the far greater 
nurtiber, who l£ok£ the Cehic arid Latin* They 
contributed, however, to predifpofe the natives., 
^ith whom they mingled, to change and cor- 
Vuptthetr mother- tongue, arid' to accommodate 
their ipeech to ftnuigcrs., ., y 

The 
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The language of Germany, called fometimes 
Tudefquc and fometimes Teutonic, maintained 
its ground there without corruption ; becaufe 
the conqucft of the Germans by the Romans was 
rather nominal : neither they, nor any other fo- 
reign nation, evet refided, nor attempted to fettle, 
among them. 

Charlemagne, who was born in Germany, and 
often refided in it, endeavoured to render his 
native tongue the language of his court 1 . Uut 
it was neglefted after his death* His fon, Lewis, 
was more attached to the Latin, which, as the 
language of religion, he confide red as facred. 
He refided alfo more in France, and intcrcourfe 
with Germany became lefs frequent. The only 
contention therefore which remained, was betwixt 
the Celtic and Latin, which of thefe fhQuJd eb- ■ 
tain- the dominion of Gaul. Both had already 
exhaufted their native ftrcngth and beauty in 
theconteft; they defpaired^each of abfolutely 
conquering the other, and finally rcfolved to em- 
brace as friends, and to unite and incorporate 
their power.. The following caufes, however, 
.gave the Latin an afcendancy in this union over 
the Celtic. \ y / 

. The Celts, though conquered by other na- 
tions, the Goths, : Burgundians, and Franks, 
were long before that under the dominion of the 
.Romans, and were affimilated to them. Such 
x>f them as were the leaft accommodating, ox 

" ■ Mem. de V Acad, des Infer, torn. xjdv. p. 66a — 667. 

wanted 
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wanted opportunities of intcrcourfc with, and 
conformity to, the Romans, funk naturally into, 
the lowed ranks, and their language funk with 
them. . : ^ , 

The Celtic was the more eafily degraded 
that, by the cuftom of the Druids, it never bad 
formed the record of any literary work. There 
were no Celtic fchools. In a word, the Celtic , 
was not ^ wricten language. 

Latin fchools, on the other hand, after the 
conqueft of Gaul by the Romans, became fre- 
quent over the country. Latin was the lan- 
guage of learning, of law, and of religion. A 
language fo generally employed, the language 
of the court, the nobles, and the clergy, was 
generally imitated by the common people* 
They never acquired it purely and grammati- 
cally i they retained their vulgar idioms, phrafes, 
and terminations : but, by conftant imitation for 
many centuries, they acquired fo much .of ; ^e 
body of the words and language as to give the 
flew tongue, generated by the union of the Cel- 
tic and Latin, a greater refemblance to the 
latter. 

J At the fame time, the fuperior ranks, who had 
long maintained the Latin in qonfidcrable purity, 
yielded fomewhat gradually of that purity to 
their frequent and ncceffary intcrcourfc with the 
mafs of the people; It was necefiary to make 
thcmfclvcs undcrftood by them* and it is ge- 
nerally agreeable to human nature to, accom- 
modate 
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modate to thofc with whom we :: are familiarly 
Converfant. 

From the fixth to the tenth century, ex- 
cepting for an , inconfidcrablc period during 
Charlemagne's reign,' fchoolsr and* education 
were much ncgledted. Mahy eten of the higher 
ranks could neither read nor/tfrfre, : : learnrng 
was confined almoft to the njdnk$ and clergy. 
Latin of courfc degenerated, as gr'amnfaf,' tafte, 
and elegance were difregarded. The bodv of 
the language remained, but it was defontrexrby 
Celtic idioms, elocution, and tefmftiamons. 
Thus, by mutual and- gradual conctflioite, irt 
the progreft of centuries the twor languages^ ap- 
proached one another, and* by ttydtir union gene- 
rated the ' Romanefque, or Roman, a neW 
tongue, Jl l "v « 

.• . ;• • ,1'; I 

4 The great intercourfc of {o many peopt^faf 
different languages farther coirtributfcti 1 to? the 
cbrruption of both Celtic and Latihl? T^k 
Celts, Goths, Burgundians, and Franks,' were 
each unacquainted with the other'i dialed y but 
all of them, from their imerceii?fe with tfti 
Romans, knew a little broken Latin; 'ft 
£eemed, therefore, the readied medium of 
communication. By it the conquerors rriingletf 
more eafily with the cpnguered, the Germans 
with the Gauls, an^ the people of Biretagnc Afrith 
ftiofe of iUhgjuedbc and Provepce. 

* ' The Celtic, wliich for centunjf paft had been 
tftd' Vulgar torigue, became gradually unknown, 
-"■•'■ 8 excepting 



excepting in fomc of the 'witdeft diftrifts of *Bri- 
..tanny* The Latin retired into the ferviceof 
the church, and the cells of the learned. la *hie 
ninth and tenth centuries, the Romans was the 
vulgar Gallican tongue. Homilies were tranf- 
laftd into ifc by order of the council of Mayence, 
A.D. 847, for the general inftru&ipn of the 
people. The treaty between Lewis and Charles 
and their r*phetWS A. D> $<$o t , was proclaimed 
ink.; In tl>e council of Moufon oh the 
Meufe, A> D* 9^5, Aimon, bifoopof Verdun, 
addrcfc&tbat afien>bly, pc^in Latin, for even 
that learned body would not have fo underftood 
him, but " Gallic? concionatus eft," he ad- 
dreffed the© i© the vuigan QalKcaR tt>qguc# 
Ansong 0th*r ancles of ACttf&tion Matnft; Af» 
nulph archbilhop of Rhsinu> charged, with fc- 
dition< wfre the various; papers written by him 
in f$vo6rofCharH of L<^in "vulgari fin* 
" gu&" in the vulgar tongue *• 

Meti ftfrifaoiftg tod u&e fcegan to occupy 

themfelve* wiffe.thc ifl?provcment, of this nevr 

language. Robert, the fon of Hugh Capet, .a 

little beyond this period, was on this account 

.caWtd " fci*M Uteranim." Thierri, duke of 

Lorraine, fclaftcd Jtfanccrre, abbot of St. Mi- 

ochtlcli r aa his, ambaflador to that prince, knowing 

:him 00 be ingcaipus, and eloquent in th^ French 

% tongue^ r f< iinguce Gallicse pcritii fsecun^iffi* 

A 



,^ u: 



*Duchcfof, torn. iv. p, 110. 

1 Chrbn.Sanai Michael. Anaica. toxn.il. p. 39^ 

ui vol. n f z The 
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* Trie following «re- tttamplwrdf tlw nfaflwr 
ih which the Latin -.wte <3o!*Mfptld>.*.*d farmed 
'*m6the ^tomans ahd> fBrahoh IbnguagCk Mw, 
'-tili ; ftcas, Hen t d,uaw," *a*'j ad-taifle, 'Jiftjfi } 
*jam ; duis, jJb/fr ; deforaf , dWfcri j crahfpafTsre, 
'frlffllfffr'i. •esirflere-j &Vy prfcAffriav^MMtoi; 
Yratf&.'/Wtoj; (ecdIU»i < >f<tt , ^J"haI>?re» ^ft^i 
'bnu*,, W de'pbft/-3tt]p*V ; d^frb;' &^Mv« de 
nrrtrtj &)?&< ,-- fltotM hfcertWiriiitfAte* ; • ilia 
'IfcftasV/VW rptrurtffla^^iffw^JfryAus, .^rf/ $ 
«SwjWaha f *yWfeM ISfthatfi rtt*id&,A£dtori*r#i 
^larevaitoW ottflds, «*/7> tt$fej' faMllfe he- 

~ %hk 6a* ; # DeT&'ktog Of 0*rtt»anyv >re- 

*cMrd<*fr «he*HWrtaiVNithiW,>feb«hrei*K*ft 

"ekattiffle^HttcrP we \etirw oT*be : tt*»an» tfork- 

"tib '"Hngalgc. ^He ? f>rt»ouheeil 't»" irtibac 

*toh$e,-tHat He^iW^htJ 'be- tawiatedtfoby; the 

French army, ihWhoft ptikHcVk «tas «lt»jrii- 

ftered to him, for the fame reafon that Charles 

th«^!aYrohb^?et* 3 t^e'fei86 ; <DfcYH^hltei4ru- 

Y in&6jri LVN«fo*dty<!iirilN prtftbte •fvttkrrG<fr- 

, *man l anbyV ; ■•"•••-:, -v..;' -.;•-. 

*- JrTEngirb.-L" Fo* MtwMfrt «dd,Wfc*f 

"«*'thV Cftrittian- people, and for #ur commdn 

: " faftty.-'ahd as far'fe§<God tHall'vbttchfrfe » 

'"' rn<* ebbrVfel arid ftreftgth, I *Htt>fa*e<»id>aJd 

" * tHfe ; rny Brother GfiarleV as*beo*mil a brother, 

" and as 1 would that he fhould do Wade: «tid 

4 « I will form no treaty with Lothaire, which 

" ipay. be detrimcr^'^o.'hw brother Charle^.*' 



fc In T"delque.-* f€ jln Godco minna induithe* 
*' Chriftianes folches ind onfcr bedberp geaU 
cc nifi fon thefcnioda gc frammor deflp Tram fo 
" B 1 *^ ^ 8 cmJ ^ z c * **$&* madh forgibit ft hald 
cc ifityp an rninan bruoahcr fofo manmit ' nttitu 
€s fijnaa bryhcr fcal igchi ucha fcenpigfbfort iha* 
Cf dMp.. Indimit juhcrcn in noche in ui; bic ncge 
" g^ ^ zwwnain vuilion imp ccs cadhan vu- 
«« ertien." , 

. IaRonyms.— - cc Pip Dcoamur & pro Chrif- 
«? tian poijlo, & noftro commun falvarncnto, 
« diftdiin avant, in quant Dcus favir, 8c podir 
*> rpe dunat, fi falvareiQ cift mcon fradre Karlo, 
(C & inadjudha, & iqeadhima cofa, fi cum om 
€€ per droit fon fradre falvar dift, ins quid il mi 
« altrefi fazct. Etabludher nul plaid aunquam 
« prindraiqui meonvol cift meo fradre Karlein 
« damno fie" 



The Oath taken by the two Armies, 

In Englifh. — u If Lewis (hall keep the oath 
cc which he hath fworn to Charles, and if. 
u Charles tny fovcrcign (hall not keep it to 
" him, then, as far as in my power, I will never 
" more ferve 'Charles againft Lewis." 

InTudefque.—" Oba Karl theu eid theu er 
" fine no bruodher Ludhuvi^c gefluor gele 
" iftit, ind Ludhuvig min hcrro theu, er imo 
c< gefluor forbrith chic, obi hina ncs iou ven- 
• c denne mag. nohih, noh thero no hein theni 

22. v hca 
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'} hes ironendcn mag vuidfur Karle imo cc fblus 
' •* tine vuirdit." 

Ip Romans.— Si I/xfcuigs fagrament que 
u fon fradre Kaf lo jtirat, confervat, & Karlus 
M meos fendra de fuo part non tos tamit, (i io 
*' rcturnar non lint pois, nc io nt vculs cut corc- 
u tumar intpoit in nulla adjudha contra Lodhu- 
M vig nun li juer." 

♦The next fpecimens which we find of this lan- 
guage, are the laws of William the Conqueror, 
*nd the poetry of the Provencals and Trouba- 
doiirt 4 ; but they fall to be noticed rather in 
the Third Book of this Hiftory. 

4 Mem. de l'Acad. tom.xviu p. 179* 
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SECT. II. 
i Of Cttfttms and Manners. 

The, Climate of France had not yet a (Turned climate, 
that fflildnefs which is now the confequence 
of extenfive and high cultivation. In the year 
8ai , the winter was fo feverc, and iblong con- 
tinued, that notonlv thefmaller brobks, but the 
Urged rivers, the Rhine, the Danube, the Elbe, 
the Seine, and other rivers, were for thirty days, 
or more, lb covered with ice, that waggons 
paflcd over &e«n as on bridges '. 

Towards t^e end of the century, a few days 
before the fumrner folftice, by a fudden change 
of the acmofphcre, a large mafs of ice fell on 
the territory of Autun, fifteen feet in length, 
(even* in breadth* and eleven in thicknefs \ 

Yer, about the fame time, A. D< 870, the 
heat was fo great about Mentz and Worms in 
the time of harvcft, that many of the reapers 
funk under it and died At the fame period, 
the cotufcations of the aurora borealis were 
lively and beautifully fprcad, chiefly of a redditk 
xoteur, over the greater part ot the iky^ Two 
(hocks of an earthquake were then alfo felt. 

< Egu&art. A*aal. A . D. 8a u ; • ibid, A. ©. $2* 

^ The 
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clothing, The clothing was fomewhat fuited to the cli- 
w4 "* mate. Though woollen was ftill moft prevalent, 

linen was growing more frequent among the 

clergy, and the higher ranks. 

No account of the female drefs occurs during 
ihis period. It probably continued nearly the 
fame fimple linen cap on the head; and woollen 
gown, as was reprefented in former times. 

The young men of rank wore a wide (hart 
coat *ith large fleeves, wide breeches, boots 
with fpurs attached to them, and a fpcar-ftaff in 
their hand. This was the drefs of Lewis the 
Mild, and his contemporaries. 

Charles the Bald rendered himfelf ridiculous 
by his affection. He imitated the drefc and 
luxury of the Greeks. He wore a large dal- 
nuuique, or robe down to his feet, a CHcen 
bonnet, encircled with gold, in the form of ? 
crown, and had a long fabre by his Gdc.- The 
Jiiftorian of his time reprcfems the very dogs 
as offended at his finery and extravagance. 

Thefe, on the whole, were not the times of 
luxury and affedation, but of war apd diftrefs. 
Utility and military conveniency were chiefly m 
lonfuked: but gradually, as. the, alarms of wstr 
ftrbfided in the next and following ages, rich 
and gaudy ornaments were aflutned*. and all the 
♦gallantry and pomp of chivalry arofe. 

The laws of the church and of the ftate were 

not rxrrcintly delicate *efpe&i»g xhaflity and 

*. .* marriage. 
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. ftmrr&gr?:) There is too much reafoh for Omk- 

mg that thc<dlerg)r weir ftudtous to ulake a grfki . , 

of godlinefs. The canon .fan,, as jtadhftjtle 

Capitularies, do not appear founded on mortl 

•Iprtnctpltii inor to-, be fteadtfy. rigid it ail Sines. ... >> 

7/Efcey fomttihiw cfefcend to things frtvrioui&nd 

< difguftiog* *koget|ier unfit for thfe tiojniz wte>of 
rrpyblic law\V ' r ■* I - ;. •• ,v*; . 

In order to increafc tHe iafli^ofle^afttHtmoHi- 

ments of the church, the forbidden degrees, 

- wfchih -which marriage fcai ticHfttarte'tfwirtfR&ed ..- 

-ftitluto t err xcblcrfiaft teal * difpenfoion,, *rc*e>cfc~ 

'tended faii beyond Vriiatiuftre, .reafofVor fcti£- 

-Wnrc red|tiinc«. '? " No.i»o^^tt wasn^rdatacd, 

cJ'rtnwly TapjDnaaqh a bk^Kffdfetifin-tokiliivJtdie 

" fevfcnth degree V* . [aAvum c 

^ -Ye? the falkro&ig kW& ^ wjdioalow/Ailit is ;V>* 
Ikeryioas : .Hc&ct ; Ad , man- tela* iftorfr ; tJs*p*4io 
>! c .Wres/ifo* tho<thiwfa$^erflqoUst/ ? > >i W 

!..:. f.L^oiJ:;., i ;*»»» .. ..• • '. ; <* \ . ~\ .\"\u sri} 
If a deaconefs y jcided/CD *he fWerf*ofefe> «ftbutr 
nature, (he and her lover were both to be put to 
i t < :> .m-trd-fr*-, >: . »-v : 7 M :/\:"fn *jrfl nl 

< * " JBbcnb u*f ifidlrtai icirent c^gfrnal fish r.*fe 

" potid^^lrorum appetendoruoft— -prous, non voluptatis/* 

" pationis non fit, uxor fecundum domini fenteaUa^yd^ 
" mittenda, fed potius fuftinenda." Ibid. 915! ■ ' " 



* C,apUuh \i^ r Yu ,*$>& * .\<\:>u p 

* " Ne quifquaih ampKus auira d'uas uxorfc accipiat, 
quia tenia fupprflua cit." Ibid. Jib. vii. 32 1. 

£ death, 
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death, Hhd their goods were to be confifcated ; 
thofe of the former so the church, tnd of the 
latter to the ft tee ?. - < 

B«ptj&w If any doubt: arofe whether a child was al- 

♦ ready baptifed* it was without hefitation now 
to be baptifed : and the pricft was ordained to 
fay, not Cf I re-baptife thee," hot, •• If you 
«• have not been already baptifed, I baptife thee, 
« in the name/* fcc;* 

.■.•...•*'•:••; * ' • -. * • » 

Education' The education of children was entruftcd to 

-fponfors, who took vows on them to that ef- 
w£k at toptifm. Parents fcem to have taken 

/little charge of them : they either afanoft to- 
tally negtefted their education, or fent them to 
amonaftcry. 

***** Jf we may judge of the ordinary' pra&ce of 

the people from that of the monaft erics, they 
ate twice bnly, or had two meals each day % in 
the morning, (the hour is not mentioned,) and 
«t fig o'clock in the evening. 
• ••■,"' .... .> 

In the morning they ate flcfli-meat, except 
durmtLent; when they got filh, cbccfc, pulfe, 
; v &c.^n the evening they had pottage. * 

r They received three cups (caHc*$,, each two 
Jibras) of wine in the morning, and two in the 

idling. _*V/V; . :.. : :'. " \ r \ 

. . ». Additio Hit 47. . * CajRtoE iibi vt 1 8i # 

• . .../..,...h... *.. .. -•*:....,. : , • 

, : -<s'b I ' : The 
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The pound of bread was 30 folidi, each foli- 
dus being 12 denarii 7 . . 

The provilion for the miffi dominici was, 
bread; butcher-meat of different kinds, chiefly 
veal, lamb, or pork; chickens, eggs, and 
wine". • 

The Canons and Capitularies both take fre- Temper- 
quent notice of the intemperance, not only of aiCf- 
the laity, but of the clergy, and even of the , 
monks. The quantity of wine allowed the lat- 
ter, was certainly too much,, if the calix held 
two pounds of twelve ounces, or two Englifh 
pints, unlefs the wine was very weak. 

As ferious confequences often arofe from slander* 
flanders, and efpecially written ones, fevere 
laws, even to banifhment, were.ena&ed againft 
them 9 . 

Pagan Cuftoms ft ill in part prevailed, notwith-'p»g.w Cuf* 
(landing the many laws, civil and ecclefiaftical, toim# 
which for feveral centuries had been publifh- . 
ed, and forhetimes executed, againft them. On 
Sundays and Saints' days ; the people were accuf- 
tomed, in many places, to indulge in howlings, 
tinging* dancing, and lewd geftures, in the 
church-yards and ftreets, as well as in private 
houfes ,0 . % 

1 A&a Condi, vol. iv. p. 1182., 1232. 1326—1351; 
* Capitul. lib. iv. 73* 9 Lib. vii. 142. 

ao Lib-vi.l 9 s.- 
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$ A 6 HISTORY^ OF PRANCE. Book II. 

Funerals, Pagan cuftoms, in like manner, continued in 
many places at funerals, as feafting, bowling ; 
for which the .Capitularies enjoined rather 
Chriftian prayers.andpfalms. They prohibited, 
as unbecoming, the pradice of laying one corpfc 
in the grave upoji, anpther ; and ordained the 
friends of the deceafed, to faft devoutly thirty 
days". 

11 Capitul. lib, vi. 194,195* 
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ft* works rW work 

Notes, for Faldenf. r. Fuldenf. 

/or Indefque r. TudeJque 

/or Mar ma r. Marfna 

/or restraining r. reclaiming 

Note./or M. Balure r.-M. Baluze 

Note, after Mem. de PAcad, add torn, zz« 

/or Mount-Canis r. Mount-CenU 

Note./or Gallos r-Gallor. 

r or centrical r. central 



I- 



for His r. Their 
/or or r. of 
/or await r. wait 
14. /or The fpirit of this laws of laws r. This fpirit entered 
/or fanaticifms r. fanaticifm 
. /or du f urn r. duly fummoned 
for giugin r. gauging, 
for wonders r. wonder 
for Cunifius r. Canifius 
for Cerby r. Corby 
/or farcundiflimum r* facundiflimum 
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Ptfge 362, dele And fome of them, as that in titled " Looking unto 
Jcfus, &c." are generally known, and fiill eftcemed. 
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